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Frank produced a small electric bomb of his own manufacture. This he dropped upon the rampart of the Kaymucks’ 
ice fortress. The effect was thrilling. It tumbled to pieces in a jiffy with the explosion, and the 
natives there concealed tumbled out into daylight an astonished crowd. 
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North and South Around the World. , §, @ 








By ‘‘NONAMEBE,” 

Author of ‘‘ Frank Reade, Jr., With His Air Ship in Asia,” ‘* Frank Reade, Jr., in the’ Far West,” ete. ete. . ih 
~ } : ’ " 

« a / iw z 


CHAPTER L tions and a million air-ships to accede to all{was wrecked and picked up by a Swedish bark and » 
a en aco eats their demands. Really, it is absurd !” carried to Christiana, Here he embarked as an 


But among the correspondence there were ee oe ee New Seem decoebha 
_ ONE bright June morning ist a recent year,/some letters to which Frank gave heed. Oneiynon the charge of hes brother’s murder. In vain 
the news roe oe the aon recerrecss ee of them read as follows: he protested his mnbRCSRIOS. ae was unio and con- 
liag bit of intelligence, whic rew scientists, ‘a ae victed and sentenced to anged, with a respite 
bn vines and inveitors into a state of the SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE, of eight, months. 


: ashington, D.C. |" «nr . i 
greatest excitement, Everywhere, at home, in/Dyar FranK: , bate no doubt, of ne Semipenoel and if “that writen 


the clubs, the shops, the places-of business or tat ia on kticks§ , , as 
4 ening all preparations for our depart-|confession of Rhines' could be found, the r fel- 
the street corners, the theme becaine the one|,,..° { expect te be in Readestown ready to start\low could _go free. He has given me the latitude 
wee of a ee peas alee ae days. ae a oe was prewere 0 as ‘gel as I oa ee ce dada wih 
‘he world over, no name was er KNOWN me, whi as strongly enlisted my sympathy, an “Tam anxious 0 a can for and, tle 
to fame than tk at of Frank ‘Reade, Jr., a dis-jam sare will yours. No doubt you remember the|your permission, on our way to the Pole we will look 6 
tinguished young American invertor, who was cn Le ele murder in - aw York = Y co for the Perey Hoping to see you at an early day, I 
; ago. James Barton, a young broker in street,jam, my dear friend, . 
the author of tthe wonderful Submarine®oat, lived with his brother, Alexander Barton, who was | ovine Aimar: ; 
{ 





the Electric Man, the Air-Ship and many other))) vied and extremel 
ean te ; y wealthy and swam with his ‘“ i. 
wonderful products of genius. beautiful wife in the cream of society. JAMES VANEYKE, M. D. 
The most that was known of him personally,| “You remember the circumstances of the affair.| Frank read this strange, pathetic and thrill- ' 
was that he was wealthy-and lived in sumptu-|Alexander Barton was found horribly butchered injing tale with not a little of interest. — ae 
ous style in the cit of : destown, where his Dagon. His wife at the time was eee at Cape 66 Upon my word 1"" he muttered, *é that shall a 
° ancestors had resided for a number of genera- ay very effort was made to secure the assassin.|he attended to. The most awful thing in the ff 
: ; ; : ./To the best of belief and backed by strong evidence, id isthe he . f . Sale Slee : 
tions, oe 7 id the murderer was no other than James Barton, the| V°rd is the hanging of an innocent man, | 
His only traveling companions upon his!brother, who disappeared that very night, and no|, He was at the moment in his library, Sud. 


wonderful voyages air or water, were alciew to his whereabouts could be found. All over|denly the door opened. _A comical! lookin 
Be lhe ee eae ala ttiat aise Mie all ts GaeeaeT thesindored ase Wah Coun cea To 
*Sh r. Vane a scientist whose] ‘“‘Then em , the murdered man’s| ‘ : ” . 
O shea = eon wife declared that she beviaw in James’ innocence. |«< Ww ear is it?” p! ee nye gor 


name was widely known. 


ee | This brought to light a report that there had been al epee s Sse ag " 
The news, which had.so agitated the news-] oie eee tween the two to put Alexander out of!, ..8¢ jes’ gwine fo’ to say, sah, dat dar am a ' 


aper world, was to the effect that the young); . his dso forth. The policel|@dy jes outside as wants tosee yo’, sah.” _ 
| inventor ae Fast completed his new air-ship adopted this theory, but jonds of the family assert “Very well?” said Franks “Show her inl” 
€ ; : a 8 e Y te moment later re crossed the thres. 
| to perform a most extraordinary feat, namely| “A year ago, to the amazement of the whole coun-|a woman dregsed in black, whose anguished 
the aay, from north to south around the I ee eee ~ Bees Asch money trouble lined face yet showed marks of rare 
world, ; ; >| beauty. etn 
: +. |by which he had taken passage for home after what) “<< : 
_,Smuall wonder therefore was it that great in-inidhoon ‘cortainy, if uo, a most tominle export |, ;J¢ is Kind of you, Mr, Reade, to give me 
For centuries futile efforts had been made to oe Eis story is a thrilling one. The night of the| Frank glanced atit. , 
solve the mystery of the poles. Hundreds of|murder he had arrived upon the scene just in time| ‘‘ Mrs. Alexander Barton!” 
valuable lives had been sacrificed and millions|to see his brother assassinated by a man whom he| He gave a violent start. Then he bowed 
spent in the effort. But thus far no success described as the captain of a whaling ship, then at|nolitely, 


had been gained. anchor in the harbor. _ : “ Pray have a seat, madam!” he said, “ What 
Now, however, it seemed as if the wonderful ,;,¢°P%#in Rhines had acquired a bitter hatred for|.4, Ido for you?” F 


feat was about to be surely accomplished. matters, and while engaged in settling up a question}, We will not dwell upon the interview which 

With his wonderful air-ship, capable of|concerning a mortgage on his ship, ea lost his|followed. Mrs. Barton rehearsed the story 
maintainig a great speed, and of carrying pro-|temper and struck Barton with a sailor’s knife. Helof her sorrows, and plead for James whom she 
visions for an extended length of time, itjthen butchered him, James Barton at once gavelbelieved innocent. 7) 
seemed certain that Frank e, Jr., would ey and pursued Rhines to the wharves. Here! . «« Oh, sir!” she said earnestly, “if you can 


y e was trap a number of the crew and taken 
succeed. board the ship Modoc, which at once sailed for the ar —— ae the written confession, you 


Of course there were many incalculable Arotio. 
perils to consider. ed “ At first Rhines intended to hang his prisoner at| ‘‘ Madam,” said Frank, with deep feeling, 
The terrible cold of the Arctic which might/the yard, but he adopted a more Sevilish scheme.|‘‘I can only say that 1 will make the at- 
paralyze the delicate chee the storms|When the ship reached high latitudes in Davis|tempt. No stone shall be left unturned.” 

of warm latitudes which might wreck the ie Pa Barton ashore upon eae coast) She expressed her gratitude and then with- 
‘Sky Seraper,” and in fact other things too|/°24 with a bitter winter coming on. Then he sailed\q,gw, ‘Frank was more than ordinarily inter- 


numerous to recount. ent, ested in the affair. 
Yet the eg inventor was ready to take te un ee finnaly Nouuiinone, nerie oo He was resolved that no effort should be § *' 

the risk and so made the announcement. months he lived with them. Then one day some|spared to save James Barton. - With this, the ty 
This was the signa] for the letting loose of ajnative hunters a hundred miles to the south found|matter was for a time drop Other mat- , 

flood of correspondence which fairly deluged|@ party of shipwrecked sailors, who were in a starv-|ters now. engrossed the attention of all, | a 


: : ing condition and lfving in ice huts. ; : 
the young inventor, and the most of which was|' potion at once staxted to their rescue with do eis Drea gotawen’ being made for the 


m of no relative importance whatever. : | 
Cranks wrote insinuating and threatening fe ihe eee to aes Chae tees eee a othe cha It was to be an event of no light import- 
epistles. Young millionaires offered fabulous|the crew of the Modoc. The ship-had struck an ice-jance. The whole country was agog with in- 

sums for a berth aboard the “Sky Scraper.” [berg and ou down shortly after Barton had been|terest. . 
Business men wanted to negotiate for the!so cruelly deserted. : Readestown was overrun with strangers 
opening of trade, or the distributing of patent|_ “And of the party, all were dead of starvation|who wanted to see the ascension. A grand 


medicine advertisements in the far off parts of PAY? fe apap agg dal sie air *, eo of RODS me 4 fs Ipeancter had been prepared by . 


the world. Scientific institutes and bodies be-|;ijjing Alexander Barton. This, for safe keepi 
seeched the privilege of sendinga representa Satine iow in & cairn just ae the eal or clit f| Bands of music were to be in attendance, 
EE aie hs tunmshnt, CULias tedcdiees deibitala Wp Oe ee, I, hes moet ater oro iretion waa bitaneede 
n fact, no branch o j t ration was arranged. 
or sport neglected an application, Frank Reade picked ae u ee re ee: mt ee Pomp and Barney were in their element, | 
in despair turned to his secretary, who was and, as the master of the ship objec mak! They ent ed nothing more than the no- 
| ° . 


2 ing a stop, he was brought safely to St. Johns, ; 
nearly dead from over-work : toriety which they gained. It wasalsoa great 
Newfoundland, but without the confession, which, thing for the bale yF k Reade, e 


** Why don’t people use good sense !” he said.|}, , he did not d that he needed. 
. Why, it would take the resources of ten na- “From there he took coaster for Portland, but/Jr., on his famous journey north and south f 
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the old shoe in his hand and hurled it back. 
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» around the world. The two were the best of| This is a crude and inadequate description of|mits glaciers gleamed in strange contrast with 


friends, and deeply attached to each other,|the exterior of the Sky Scraper. Frank now/the verdure far below. 


though ever engaged in friendly nagging and|took the doctor below decks, This was to Dr. Vaneyke a rich field for the © 


Practical jokes. Into the Sky Scraper’s cabin they went. This|study of flora and fauna, 
‘*Shure, yez black monkey!” Barney cried,|was a wonderful place. No cabin could have! Moreover, Barney and Pomp were itching to 


-**T don’t know whativer Misther Frank wants|been more sumptuously furnished for the size|go upon a hunting excursion. They had seen — 
d 


fer ter take the loikes av yez along wid him. |jof it. eer, bears, black foxes, and many fur bearing 
Shure, its mighty little sunlight we'll have an| Thert were rich carpets and delicate paint-|animals, They could hardly wait to get a shot 
ther way.” ings on panel and ceiling, cases of books, ofjat them. 
‘* Wha’ willI hab to do wif dat?’ sputtered|scientific instruments, maps, charts, and other| So Frank decided to descend with the Sky, 
Pomp. necessary things. Scraper for a brief time. The great air-shi 
** Shure, an’ don’t yez know that black clouds} Just beyond this was a small compartment|settled down, and finally rested upon aso 
shuts out the loight av the sun ?” known as the armory. Here was a stand of|jbed of moss at the foot of a high precipice. 
Pomp picked up an old shoe and hurled it at/small arms, the latest pattern of shell carrying} No sign of human life had been seen, It was 
the Celt. It took him fairly in his open, laugh-|rifles and ammunition. not believed that the region was often visited 
ing mug, and caused him to turn a back somer-| The next compartment was a series of small|by man. 
sault. staterooms with sleeping berths. Beyond this} ‘‘ The climate is doubtless too rigorous,” said 
** Don’ yo’ gib dischile none ob yo’ sass!” cried| was the engine room, where the wonderful|Dr. Vaneyke. 
Pomp with mock wrath. “I brek your jaw/electrical machinery was. Barney and ete were the first to tumble 
jos de same as ole Samson slew de Philistines.| Dr. Vaneyke ro a full hour attentively ex-jover the rail and indulge in a few somersaults 
n’ yo’ fo'get dat, honey!” amining this. Its like he had never dreamed|on the soft moss, 
“Tare an’ ’ounds!” gasped Barney, regaining |of. It seemed good to once more set foot on terra 
his feet. “It’s a ruction yez want, do yez?) ‘Then the engine room was left and they en-|i"ma, after several days in mid-air. 


Mave at yez!’ tered the galley or Pomp’s kingdom where he|_, he Sky Scraper was firmly anchored, Then 


The Celt made a rush at the darky. He had/eyercised his expert knowledge of culinary art Frank and Barney climbed the heights near to 


to the great satisfaction of his patrons. reconnoiter, : | 
This constituted the interior of the Sky| bey saw only a mighty expanse of unbroken 


struck eee full on his skull with a crack 
ing lathe, but the darky only/Scraper. Certainly it was a wonderful piece of| Wilderness. 


like a brea 


inned. , : here was no sign whatever of human life. 
"Look out dar, chile!” he yelled. ‘Jes’ clar oe ate YP ee ony mF pee Far to the northward was a long, dark and 
de track! Dr. Vaneyke expressed his satisfaction and|forbidding line. 


Then he lowered his head quick as a flash. It! gelicht in glowing terms. This claimed Barney’s attention at once, and 
took Barney in the pit of the stomach and the! “@Only think of it, my dear boy!’ he said, {he cried: 
Celt went down with a dull thad. ‘“‘T am the envied of all my brother scientists, I| ‘“Shure, sah, an’ phwat wud yez be afther 
his sides. ‘* Wha’ yo’ fink ob dat, chile?” gain, and what important discoveries I shall|.. ‘That is the Height of Land!” said Frank. 
Barney, gasping, sprang furiously to his feet| ake!” “Beyond that all is muchly unexplored, and it 
and started for -his tormentor. hat would| ,, h ‘ll. Friend V ke?” sai comprises a mighty territory extending to the 
have been the end it is hard to say, but at that A ope _ th » = ren a a e?” said) tHudson’s Straits on the north and Labrador on 
moment Frank Reade appeared upon the|Frank, vig in , then you wi on hand to/the east!” ane 
acene. de aliiad ico he os ss wail y in the morning. eek = the stent ~ oe decided eae 
na ji e two jokers had vanished in op- it wou safe to leave the Sky Scraper safe 
posite Airsetions. The next day was an eventfal one for Reades-|anchored where she was for a time ee shat the 
Both were very busy a poe duties. They ra Aly wae erbe GMa wlth attains ee hunt might be indulged in. 
did not have time for further frolic just then. ai thusiasts, When the hour came he the ee the anchors were put out and 
| ascension the excitement was intense. ‘© Then Barney brought out the rifles. Frank 
CHAPTER I. Thousands of people crowded about the ma-|took two, ry lone Wieeuaetes and the other 
EN ROUTE FOR THE ARCTIC. chine shops. At the appointed hour the Sky\an elephant rifle. 
FRANK READE, JR.. had a companion with|°¢craper was ee of the RO0P ie trunnions. | Dr, Vaneyke took a Winchester as did 
him. This was a hale, vigorous and pleasant|,,/ben Soe P the ead Or Vane anes JY.;|Barney and Pomp. | ' 
featured old gentleman. Barney and Pomp and Dr. Vaneyke wenton) Jt was decided not to go if possible far out of 
He wore glasses and a beard white as snow, |>oard. ; sight of the Sky Seraper’s pennant. Even at 
t 


It was no other than Dr. Vaneyke, the distin-|_. The band struck up, cannon were fired, and|that limited distance there would seem to be 
Dr. V ke at th ] d the A 
guished scientist. Pe VRS TER) Oi) SOG, Eh WEES e American) plenty of game, 





‘**T tell you the Sky Scraper is the best of all flag. : Barney was the first to start anytning. 3 


yet,” Frank said, enthusiastically. ‘‘ You will] Then Frank stepped into the dome, which|Pushing through some brush a beautiful speci- 
‘see a beauty, Vaneyke.” served as the pilot-house, and touched an elec-|men of the wood antelope leaped into view. 
**T am pind of that, my dear boy,” said the/tric key. Quick as.a flash Barney flung up his rifle and 
scientist, cheerily, ‘‘ You know how happy I| There wasa slight buzzing from the dyna-|pulled the trigger. ’ 
am in your success.” mos, then the huge wings began to beat the| There was a sharp crack, the bullet went 
They passed through the yard of the great|air, the Sky Scraper rose softly, and with the/straight to the mark, and the antelope fell. 
machine shops and came to a structure which|ease and grace of a royal eagle. Up, up it| The Irishman gave a yell of delight. 
had the appearance of being a temporary|soared far above the world, and hung a thou-| ‘Shure an’ phwat a purty little beast!” he 


building. sand feet over the city. R : cried. ‘‘It was almost a shame fer to shoot it, 
The vast iron doors were closed, but Frank| The air was filled with blazing rockets, the/but it’s foine eating it'll make.” 
opened a small door and they passed in. din from below was something terrific. Frank| The others had separated and Frank Reade 


The glass roof let in plenty o Heist and there| fired a 8alute from the electric gun, then thejlocated the trail of a moose. This was game 
resting upon wooden piers Dr. 


the new invention. Soon the air-ship had left the city out ofjhe speedily became forgetful of everything else 
He gazed at it spellbound fora moment and|sight. ’ »  .»_ jin his excitement. 
then exclaimed : The panorama spread below as the air-ship| For miles he followed the scent and sudden- 
“Upon my word, Frank, this is rightly|sped on its flight was something wonderful to|ly came within range of a magnificent speci- 
vaaned the Sky Scraper. It is the greatest in-|behold, : _. {men of the moose. | 
vention yet.” Hills and valleys, lakes and rivers, cities,) The animal was drinking at a spring in the 
‘Do you think so?” said Frank with pleas-|hamlets and towns all were passed over. ——_—|woods, Frank drew careful aim and fired. 
ure. ‘‘ Let me explain its structure to you.” Crowds of people were seen viewing with} The bullet struck the moose just under the 
And this he proceeded to do. wonder the famous air-ship. fore-shouldér and at once brought him down 


The Sky Scraper was in shape much after the} The Sky Scraper made rapid time to the/with acleft heart. Excited beyond measure, 
lines of a mackerel, being long and cylindrical,|northward, The Great Lakes were passed/the young inventor sprung forward to secure 
with a hull of the best and lightest thin rolled|over, the St, Lawrence river and the Canadian|his prize. . 
platinum. ' country. Of course it was out of the question for him 

Upon its upper surface was a long, flatand| Then civilization began to be left behind.|to return, carrying the huge animal, so he sliced 
narrow deck, with a hand rail extending all|The vast wilderness opened up, and the changejoff as much of the best meat as he could carry 

-about it. of scenery was very marked. and started on the return. | 


In the center of this deck was a small dome,| The great forest tract, extending even to the| He had no difficulty in retracing his steps, 
which also held a powerful electric light, capa-|shores of Hudson’s Bay and known as Rupert’s|but it was quite dark when he saw the lights — 


aneyke saw ee Se started on its thrilling voyage. (which at once claimed his whole interest, and © 
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ble of illuminating objects two miles distant as| Land, began to open up. of the Sky Scraper. | a LST 

‘plain as day. Only three days had been consumed in this} A short while later Frank was on board. ey iq 
Upon the forward part of the deck was an|mighty gereer Dr. Vaneyke and Barney werethere, but Pomp — 

-electric gun, an invention of Frank’s, and a e Sky Scraper had been making very rapidjhad not returned. aes 
rrible weapon, as the reader shall learn in/time. Nothing had been seen of the darky since the 


the course of the story. Frank was now decided to go slower and|start that morning. But yet no great fear was 


The motive power of the Sky Scraper con-|take note of the country as he did so. This was|felt, until as the hours sed, it became evi- 
sisted of two powerful fan-like screw propellers] partly on Dr. Vaneyke’s account, dent that he was not likely to return. f 
in the stern, operated by electric machinery on} The famous scientist was busy constantly} What didit mean? All began to wax anx- 
the inside. in taking notes. ious. Midnight came and passed. What had 


-operated by powerful electrical force. The for-|a wild and beautiful valley. or had he become lost in the wilds? 
ward wings were built in sections, like the| There were a chain of lakes, a river, spark-| However this was, Frank Reade, Jr., was in 
wings of a bat, and having a vast concave sur-|ling brooks teeming with speckled trout,|a very anxious state of mind and decided at 


- face were capable of a mighty lifting power.|marshes peopled with beaver, and forssts filled|once to take steps to learn the fate of the faith- 


“The after wings were fan like and intended to|with game, and which. extended back to thejful negro, 
- balance the air-ship. base of mighty mountains, upon whose sum-| But this proved no light task. 
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The elevating power was two sets of wings,} Finally, one morning, the air-ship hung over|happened to Pomp? Had harm come to him =| 
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FRANK READE, JR.'S “SKY SCRAPER.” = / 


| CHAPTER HI. . ‘“*Massy sakes, wha’ eber am gwine to be-/ Three were men and one was a slender 
TREED BY WOLVES—fHE RAFT. come ob dis chile? Shuah -I’se done fo’ dis/young girl whose beautiful pallid face could be. 
My Pomp had become separated from the others|time. De ghosteses dey just come an’ totedis|seen upturned with wonder and hope to the 

early in the morning. He struck the trail of ajchile away.” air-ship. By her side was a white-bearded old 

e moose as had Frank and followed it zealously} Pomp was plucky enough in’! corporeal mat-|man, The other two men were younger, 

a for a long time. _ |ters, but, in common with his race, he was| Instantly Frank brought the air-ship about. 

Fe He crossed a wide stream by wading up to/vastly superstitious and afraid of the spirit-|The sea was pitching so high however that 





his armpits, and upon the other side encoun- he did not dare todescend and pick the cast 


ual. 
ee tered his first calamity. The shadows in the forest to him assumed|aways up. How were they to be rescued? 
Bi This was in the shape of a combative lynx. |formsand shapes of a spectral kind. He crept|Frank hit upon an idea, 
{ The animal was upon a bough just abovelinto acrevice of the cliff and prepared to spend| ‘‘One of us must go down there ona rope,” 
saa Pomp's nead, and unseen by him as he pushed|the night. . the declared. 
. through the brush. ; ‘But he was'not to remain in this position] At once Barney sprang forward, 
It is not often that these animals will attack |long undisturbed. _ ‘** Shure, sor, an’ let me be the wan to go!” he 


_ahuman being. But this specimen of the tribe} In coming through the woods blood had|cried. ; 
was undoubtedly half starved and ina very|dropped from his wounds in various places,| Soa_strong line was brought and fastened 
surly frame of mind. This had caught the keen scent of the hungry|about Barney's waist. Another line was also | 
_——s« Pomp, intent in getting a shot at the moose,| wolves which at night so thickly peopled the|provided by which to draw the castaways one 
pushed into the brush. forest. 4 at a time aboard the Sky Scraper. 
Suddenly he heard a peculiar rustling sound| They were now coming hot upon the darky’s}, Barney went over the rail.and was lowered 
over his head. trail. down. is body was caught by the squall and 

Looking up, he received a chill as he saw the} Pomp heard their loug, mournful howls, and|he swayed so violently that he did not seem 
cat prepared foraspring. Down it came like|knew what they meant. He was shivering injlikely to reach the raft, It was a moment of 
a thunderbolt. actual terror. , great peril, ; 

It struck Pomp fairly between the shoulders,} But vet he was not devoid of a certain pres- . a 
and with such force that the negro was pros-jence of mind. Commonsense taught him that CHAPTER IV , 
trated. ‘it would never do for him to remain in his : \. 

This was fortunate, for it threw the cat from| present position. fs SRO EIS, TR 
him, after leaving a few traces of its claws in| So he adopted what was the best and the) THE position of Barney, on saa violently 

-the darky’s back. only plan under the circumstances, Near by|in the gale, was a perilous one, If the rope 

Pomp was instantly upon his feet, and the|wasa tall pine tree.. Pomp sprang up amongsshould break, or he should lose his hold, he 
lynx was again upon him, The darky had not|the branches of this. would be engulfed in the raging waters, 
time to use his rifle. He was not.a moment too soon. The wolves} Those clinging to the raft watched him with 

He dropped it and whipped out a knife. * came howling about the base of the tree. But frightened interest. It required the full force 

Quick as a flash he caught the animal by the] Pomp was beyond their reach. _ lof the dynamos to hold the air-ship steady 
throat. The darky was hb and agile,; And there the darky remained perched against the wind. a 
and though the lynx half clawed his clothing|through the long night hours. But there came a sudden lull in the breeze, 
off him, Pomp held on. Beneath him were a myriad cf fiery eyeballs} Downslid Barney. He was now right over 

The knife was used with terrificforce. Againjand flashing teeth. In vain the snarling pack|the raft. The white bearded old mai. caught 
and again Pomp thrust it into the animal's|tried to reach him. his legs dangling in the air, and drew him 
body. A few such doses sufficed. The lymx| When the morning light came at last they|safely down. 
gave up the ghost. slunk away, and the darky ventured to de-| In a moment the rope was fastened to the 

Pomp was somewhacs used up with the en-|scend. raft, which anchored the air-ship and kept it 
counter. He was much worn out with his sleepless ateeey . 

His clothing hung in shreds and he was cov-|night’s experience.. But he knew the prime| ‘* Thank God! We shall be saved!” cried the 
ered with blood. Buta closer examination re-|necessity of finding the Sky Scraper. So he at. old man, wildly. ‘‘ But who are you, and what 
vealed the fact that he had no serious wound. |once set out through the wilds. jsort of a wonderful invention have you there 
For this he was thankful. He proceeded in the direction which he!which can travel in the air ?” : A 

**Golly!” he muttered. ‘‘I done fink dis chile|deemed proper. For nours he toiled on, Then| ‘‘Shure an’ haven’t yeziver heard av Frank ~ 
bettah go back home and wash hisse’f up. Dat|suddenly, when his heart had begun to fail|/Reade afore?” cried Barney ; ‘‘he’s the great 
was a drefful nasty animile fo’ to handle.” — |him, he chanced to gaze skyward. American invintor, an’ that is his latest the 

With this resolve Pomp started to retrace} He gave a great shout of joy. There was the/Sky Scraper.” 
his steps to the Sky Scraper. Sky Scraper, far up in the blue ether. It} ‘’ Well, I should say so!” cried the old man. 

He forded the river again and kept on for|seemed hovering there, and Pomp rightly|‘‘ It isrightly named. Are you sure the air-ship 
seme while. But the further he went the less|guessed that Frank was looking for him. will hold us all up ?” 
familiar the surroundings looked. The overjoyed darky gained a barren emi-| Barney laughed at this. ' 

Finally he came to a hait, _ |nenee near, and did all he could to attract) ‘‘Niver yez moind about that,” he cried. 

**Dat am berry funny!” he muttered, perplex-| attention. ‘Shure do yez see that rope ladder ceming 
edly. ‘‘Dis chile am jes’ turned around. Ise} He was successful. The Sky Scraper sud-\down'to vez? Catch on to that an’ ge up.” 
dead suak I'se never been heah befo’.” denly bore down toward him, and he saw a| The old man grasped Barney’s hand, 

Convinced of this the darky concluded to|man on the deck waving a flag. ‘* What is your name?” he asked. 
climb a tree and get his bearings again. It was Dr. Vaneyke. The air-ship descended | ‘‘ Shure it’s Barney O’Shea, an’ it’s an honest. 

as This he did, and as he believed located thejand a few minutes later Pomp was pulled;man, I am!” ; 
eliff, at the base of which was the Sky Scraper.|aboard half dead from exhaustion. * You look it. Well, I am Otis Vanee, this 
Ei He made a straight line for this. -There was| His story was heard with interest. All wereis my daughter Sybil. This gentleman is Mr. 
__- no path, and the course was through the worst|glad to find him alive, and Dr. Vaneyke; Wallace) Dane, and the other Jack Mains, 





ny wilderaess he had ever seen. / dressed his wounds. honest seaman of the steamer Aurelian, 
ee “Golly sakes!” he muttered, after hours of| Barney seemed the most tickled of afy. wrecked in midocean by a gale.” 

_  trailingin thedense brush. ‘ I’se done got to} ‘‘Be jabers!” he cried. ‘“‘’m mighty glad| “Shure I’m glad to know all of yez!” criec 
fink aftah all dat dischileam putty nigh lost| yez are aloive, lad. Shure, we'd oe yez up. Barney, tipping his cap to the yeung lady, 





fo’afac!" intoirely, an’ that wiuidn’t do, fer I hev a smart)‘ but yez must be afther climbing up that rope 
iy ‘But still he pressed on. score agin ye. I mane to pay up, to be shure.” |an’ no foolin’ about it.” a 
aoe 2 Suddenly the cliff loomed up before him.| ‘‘ Don’ yo’ be too suah, lish,” said Pomp,| Wallace Dane, a dark complexioned sullen- 


Px He burst through the underbrush and came|with twinkling eyes, ‘‘ Dat amn'‘t gwine fo’Jlooking young man, was the first te ascend 
; out at its base. teal f to be so drefful easy.” the rope ladder. 

The place foran instant looked familiar. It} The spirits ofall were lively once more, and| Up he went and presently reached the air- 
- + Was certainly similar to the spot where the/Frank headed the air-ship, more to the east-/ship’s deck and was welcomed by Frank and Dr. 





_ $Sky Seraper had been left. But the air-ship| ward. Vaneyke. 
was not there, ‘*T mean to strike the ocean just above New-| Then Jack Mains, the sailor, went up like 
ri: In a moment Pomp saw his fatal error, foundland,” he declared. “ ThenI shall travelja monkey and Otis Vance followed. Barney 


- © Hehad mistaken the locality. Where the|north into Davis Straits and look for the|then fastened the rope which secured the raft. 
Sky Seraper really was he could not even|cairn.” j ¢ jabout Sybil Vance, and sprung onte the rope 
be uess. It was probably miles away in another|. The Sky Scraper made fast time over theladder himself. 
direction. | | vast wilderness, and one morning the Atlantic! Up he went with agility, while Sybil was 
_ He was lost. Ocean broke into view, with its tossing, storm-|drawn safely up by Frank and Pom 
It was by no means a pleasant reflection.|driven waters. All were now safely on board, and. introduc- 
The situation was really fast. assuming a seri-} It was a day peculiar to those tempestuous|tions were quickly in order. 
- ous aspect. | latitudes. Black clouds filled the sky, jagged| The story of the shipwrecked party was soon 
+ Night wasathand. The sun had gone down|lightning played,.and the sea was in billows|told. They were passengers on a steamer for 
and dark shadows werecreeping over the land.|/mountains high. England, when the storm blew them from their 
_@ What was to be done? The darkyexperienc-| Frank let the air-ship run out to sea until/course, and the ship foundered. Most of the 
 edachill. rig far out of sight of land. Then hechanged the|crew were drowned, but: they managed to 
“Golly !” he muttered, ‘dis chile am _ jes’|course to the northward. cling to the raft and weather the gale. é 
. bad off an’ no mistake. If I goes trampin’| Thus far nota sailing vessel had been seen,} Otis Vance was a millionaire of New York, 
_ round in dem woods some mo’ [ jes’ get lost|but now suddenly Dr. Vaneyke, who was 6njand his daughter Sybil was a prominent society 













- ‘wuss den ever,” . |the lookout, cried :- girl, Wallace Dane was a young man of leis- 

He climbed the cliff and tried to locate the} ‘‘My God! look down, Frank. There is ajure, and as Frank Reade guessed, a suitor for 
_ $ky Scraper. nd shipwrecked party on araft.” her hand. | 

_ . But this was in vain, He shouted and fired} The young inventor sprang to the rail. It; The rescued party were conscious of a noveb 


his rifle. No answer came back. ‘He was in|needed but a glance for him to see the thrilling|sensatiou at being aboard the air-ship. 9 
despair. | | ! -| truth. It was to tnem like a dream, and they were 
. The darkness began to grow thicker. Pomp’s} There, pitching in the trough of the sea was|wonderstruck at the appointments and the 
superstitious fears began to assert themselves.|a raft made of spars and wreckage. Upon itjmec}.anism of the Sky Scraper. . 
He trembled like a leafand wailed: were four percons, } ~ “ At last t':e dream of centuries is realized!” 
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FRANK READE, JR.'S “SKY SCRAPER.” 


: e ee : 
cried Otis Vance, ‘‘ We have mastered the art|/knew him too well. James Barton is one ofjversation, in which for a time they were so en- 
















oi flying, thanks to Mr. Reade.” the noblest young men onearth!” _\grossed that they did not give great heed as to 
‘**Oh, I wish I could travel around the world| Dane muttered something like a curse under|where their footsteps were carrying them. 

mt iy upon this beautiful craft!’ sighed Sybil. ‘this breath and walked away. Frank noted all} ‘‘ Evidently they intend to clear young Bar- : 
or “We are now on our way from north to|this and drew his conclusions, ton if they can,” he remarked, with a sidelong 4 
a south around the world,” declared Frank, ‘* Now I believe him innocent,” he reflected,|glance at Sybil. 
- “Oh, I wish I was one of the fortunate} ‘and it shall be my effort to prove it if only for} She picked up the gantlet at once. y 
| party.’ the sake of that little fairy Sybil whoI know; ‘I sincerely hope they will,” she said. r 
an ‘*T fear that would not be possible, daugh-|loves him.” *‘T am inclined to the belief that the young "all 
a ter,” said the miillonaire. ‘‘ By the way, Mr.} The hurricane blew fiercely for three days,/man is innocent,” affirmed Mr. Vance. 
iv Reade, we are naking you no end of trouble.|In all that time the Sky Scraper was hardly| Dane suEhee scornfully. : . 
cae Just drop us at the nearest point in Civiliza-|able to put her nose against the wind. It was} ‘I have heard of gullible people, but I have | 
By tion.” evident that they were running into the Arctic./never seen your eaual he declared. J 
Ee ‘* Where were you bound?” asked Frank, Frank Reade realized that he was apt to| ‘‘What would you have us do?” flashed Sy- “ 
H e * For England.” have his four passengers on his hands for some|bil. ‘‘Condemn him without a fair trial ?’ 5 
i *T will then take you to some good port in| while yet. ‘* He has been fairly tried and proven certain- | 
Sweden—say Stockholm—and you can then go} Mains made himself extremely useful about)ly guilty.” | | 
safely on your way.” the air-ship. He became great friends with| ‘* Proven guilty by what evidence?” / 
“We will consider you an everlasting bene-| Barney and Pomp. **The most direct of circumstances!” TS 
factor,” said Mr. Vance, warmly. On the third day the storm cleared. Then,| ‘‘Ah, that is no evidence atall. If they will : 


But certain incidents were near at hand|riding high in the frosty air, those on hoard thelaccept his story, or if he only had the means f 
which were destined to overthrow this well ony Scraper looked down upon an astounding|to prove it, what would or could his tra- : 
laid plan of the travelers. sight. ducers say ?” | 7 

Barney and Pomp had been busy keeping} There, spread below, was the region of ice} Sybil spoke firmly, resolutely, and without a ; 
the Sky Scraper level before a powerful cur-|and snow. tremor in her voice. Her whole manner was 

ent of ai® which had suddenly arisen. As far as the eye could reach was one vastieagerness and excitement, and implied a con- 

Frank saw at a glance as soon as he came on|expanse of frozen seas and mighty icebergs. It/viction of the right. , 
deck that there was danger ahead, - was a novel spectacle, Dane’s face was as black as a thunder cloud. 3 

The air had grown dark, the sky was heavy} ‘‘ Where are we?” gasped Mr. Vance. ‘‘ Upon|The pangs of a bitter jealousy were gnawing at 
hung, and the masses of black clouds on thejmy word, this looks like the North Pole.” his heart, 
horizon were indications of a blow. ** We are not so very far from the region con-| ‘‘I sup this distinguished inventor of 

And it came sooner than expected. There|tiguous to it,” said Frank, air-ships is expected to find that wonderful 
was hardly time to prepare for it. ‘* Well, it looks as if we were on your hands|confession in the cairn?” he said. 

The ocean below was lifted in great masses|now for a sure thing, Mr. Reade.” ** Yes!” replied Sybil. ‘‘And I feel sure that 
of foam, But it was speedily lost sight of in} ‘‘Do not worry about that,” said Frank,/he will!” 
the mighty cloud of rain and sleet which burst;pleasantly. ‘‘ You are very welcome company.”| ‘‘ He never will!” 7 
over the air-ship. Frank now got out his instruments, and| ‘* What?” A 

The Sky Scraper was whirled and hurled on-|catching the sun at the right moment, got his| ‘I say that he never will!” 
ward through space like a puppet. In vain|bearings. He spoke decisively, and with savage, exult- _ 3 


neat 


a the huge wings strove to battle with the air. ‘We are not far from the main channel ofjing emphasis. Sybil glanced at him asif she 
ig On and on, faster and faster she'raced before| Davis Strait,” he declared. ‘‘It is not far to|would read the significance of his words. 
the mighty blast. For hours she kept on thus.|the spot where is supposed to be located the| ‘* Why not?’ she asked. 
Barney and Pomp were hanging to the pro-|cairn for which we are looking.” ** Because it is not there!” 
ie peller lever, and doing their best to keep the} ‘I pray you may find it safely, and also the; ‘“ Who has taken it away?” 
a ship right side up. This was no easy matter.|confession!’ cried Sybil, eageriy. It was a keen, penetrating look which she 
e passengers were all huddled ‘in the] ‘ We shall hope to,” replied Frank. __ gave him. Dane gave a violent start, and - 
i eabin. Frank was earnestly looking fora let} The scene spread below was a novel one tojaverted his gaze, 
up. But the wind seemed to grow stronger, the| many on board the Sky Scraper, Indeed, to) ‘*Taken it away!” he muttered. ‘‘ Why, it. 
, tempest yet raged and the Sky Scraper raced| Barney and Pomp it was enticing, was never there I will marr my life.” 
i - before it. They were both fond of hunting, and the va-| Sybil drew a deep breath, 
re The castaways were all terrified and much|riety of game visible below was allurement| ‘I feel sure that Mr. Reade will find it,” she © 
, afraid that the air-ship would be dashed to/enough. said, eee 
pieces. But Frank said: Upon the ice cakes by holes in the ice were| Dane gritted his teeth’savagely and said: 


‘* There is: little danger of that. We are at|seals. White bears were seen at a distance! ‘I have no doubt that will make you ha 

| too great an altitude to collide, and_as long as poate ae across the ice field. Anon a black|I can read jour heart like a printed book. ;You 

bs the wings work she will keep up. But wewill|fox would go scurrying among the pack ofjare in love with this young scapegrace. You 

Bi be blown clear into the Arctic if this con-|bergs, stranded upon the shore or the frozen|will believe in him against the world.” 

ji tinues.” sea, + ee, dao ayes firmly, ‘I willalways  — 
‘You may be obliged yet to take us with| Water fowls were plenty in various little open|believe in James Barton. Heisnobleand pure — — 

you as passengers,” laughed Sybil. bodies of water in the distance. In spite ofland good. Nothing will change me,” } m 
“Tam afraid you would scon tire of it,” said|the lack of human life in the region, there} ‘‘ Time will tell!” gritted Dane. 

Frank, “hut if we are driven into the Arctic I} was nothing lonely or dreary at all in the| The subject then was changed. They were 

should be compelled to ask you to wait until I)outlook, so plentiful was game, now near the iceberg. Mr. Vance was a trifle 

have performed a certain mission before car-| There were some little repairs to be madejin advance when a sharp cry escaped his lips. 

rying you to Sweden.” upon the delicate electrical machinery. ‘*Look out!” he shouted, leaping backward. om” 
“Certainly,” agreed Otis Vance. ‘‘ You are| Nobody could do that but Frank himself, so|‘‘ There is danger ahead!” I 

very kind.” he anchored the Sky Scraper at a height; This was instantly apparent, From acrey- ~ — 
** That mission,” continued Frank, ‘‘ you will|of about three hundred feet. Here the air shipjice in the berg a giant specimen of the white A 

realize the importance of when I[ tell it to you.”|rested, being supported by undulations of the|bear had emerged. 
With this, he told the story of the murder, of| wings. He was a savage brute, and reared upon his 

the confession of Captain Rhines and of thear-| Even Dane and Mr. Vance himself were in-jhinder legs came straight for the three explor- . 

rest and imprisonment of James Barton. ~ terested in the scene below. ers. . 
Sybil Vance’s face was deadly pale and her ayia was as desirous as any of descending,| The sight of his white, gleaming teeth, his | 

voice shook as she replied : ani finally the subject was broached to Frank|red, frothing jaws and glaring eyes terrified 
‘** Weare well familiar with that story, Mr.| Reade, Jr. ybil. | 

Reade.” ** You may all go!” he said, readily. ‘‘I will} She gave a little scream and retreated a 4 

7 a, maybe, then, you know this young|descend and let you get out. When you wantistep. : | 4 

Lhd a 





Barton?” asked Frank. to call me down again, just blow a whistle ane fired his rifle and beat an unceremoni-  ~— 
** We know him well!” replied Sybil, tensely.| which I will give you!” © | ous retreat. The bullet, however, did more 
**And before God there is no doubt of his} Each was provided with a treble whistle.|harm than good. grit is 
innocence.” : Then Frank let the air-ship descend. pit It only wounded the bear and increased his» ‘" 

“‘ Indeed, I believe it!” agreed Frank. ‘‘ You] Barney and Pemp and Jack Mains were allifury. Before Mr. Vance could get out of the 
can now understand why I am so anxious to|eager to get a shot at the game. Each carried|way the brute was upon him. bod 
secure the written confession of Rhines.” a rifle. Only those who have faced the Arctic bear. 4 
E ‘*Pray God that you may and save the life} Dane and Vance were armed; but they werejcan have a correct idea of his powerand feroc- ‘ 
P of an innocent man!” said Sybil, devoutly. not so eager for hunting. With Sybil theylity. 4 

% The young inventor was deeply impressed | walked about the ice field for some time. The grizzly of the Rockies is scarcely more “d 

with the manner in which Sybil received the| The three eager hunters had passed from/formidable. Mr. Vance had not time to think 

news of the mission of the Sky Scraper. His| view long since in pursuit of some foxes. — —|before he was in the brute’s embrace, 

was a keen, penetrating nature. The Sky Scraper hung in the sky over-head! His first impulse was to writhe out of the — 
“JT am not far wrong,” he muttered, ‘orjlike a huge bird. While Sybil and her escorts|bear’s grip. Cre ae 














= <« 


’ she knows that Barton well. I will wager he|traversed the ice field. She was Gasizous of} Butthis he quickly found impossible. The 
is a lover.” visiting a distant. ice pinnacle which -jutted|brute’s claws lacerated the flesh of his shoul- 
The matter being called up in Dane’s hearing|from a berg. Exciting incidents were thereby|ders,and in another moment his huge jaws 
once though, the latter sald with a sort of sav-|entailed, se -.,}would have closed upon the unfortunate man’s. 
age emphasis : ; _ jarm but for prompt action. 1 ee 
‘Tt is all foolish sentiment in regard to this CHAPTER V. -. Quick as a flash Vance threw up the butt of ‘\" 
Barton. The story of Rhines and the confes- EXCITING ADVENTURES, | his rifle and jammed it into the bear’s throat, 
sion in the cairn is rot. He is guilty beyond; Hap either Mr. Vance or Dane realized the} It was his salvation. As the brute tried to — 
all doubt and should hang.” risk of their undertaking they might well have Beck the object he naturally relaxed his grip,, | 
_. Sybil Vance turned upon him with flashing|shrank from it. to hen Mr. Vance slipped out of it. ; ee 
a eyes and haughty demeanor. _| But they djd not. It wassome little distance] But Sybil had been wildly screaming for’ 
| ‘‘And I maintain his innocence!” she eried,|to the berg. | fs Cae ot tare ti 
grandly. ‘‘I shall defend him forever, for I' Asthey walked on Danedrewthemintoacon- The young girl firmly believed that her father 
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| - had reached the end of his career, and that heja lay on and mind your weather. eye. ‘That’s 


_ & poor one, 


Ta bits.” 


yards distant. Barney instantly halted. Barney. ‘* Run, ye omadhouns!’ 
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On over the ice plain they ran with full 


would never be able to escape from the bear’s/no ice hummock!” speed. The wolves were coming with the speed 


clutches, But neither heeded this speech. Pomp for|jof the wind. 
“Ob, go to his aid for God’s sake!” she ap-|mischief, cried : It needed but a glanceto see that they would 
pealed to Dane. ‘‘ Do not let him be killed!” **T jes’ take dat\ bet, Tish! It will be delbe overtaken before they could reach the air- 
But the villain did not seem inclined toadopt/drinks on yo’ distime!” ship. g 


this method. The truth was, cowardice was} ‘ Divil a bit!” cried Barney. ‘‘ Whurra,| But those on board the Sky Scraper now had 
one of the prevailing elements of his nature.|wud yez luk at the snow fly!” seen the peril of the party. Frank Reade was 
He was afraid of the big bear, On the other} And the snow did fly, butnot the kind Bar-|quick to act. 
hand, secretly he hoped that Mr. Vance would/ney had calculated. on. Quick as a flash he} He rushed into the cabin and came out with 
really fall a victim to the brute’s jaws. . |drew aim at the supposed hummock and fired.|two rifies of his own invention. They looked 
Frenzied with the awful horror of the situa-| Crack! like blunderbuss2s so large were the barrels, 
tion, Sybil did not wait longer for him to act.| Something did fly, but it was not snow, but/but they were really porcrra rifles throwing a 
She carried a small rifle, which she knew well| white fur. The supposed snow was nothing|deadly explosive shell. 
how to use, and mustering up courage started}less than a white bear, crouching there with| Frank threw one of the rifles to Otis Vance 
to her father’s assistance. : his back to them. and cried: : } 
Just as Mr. Vance had thrust the butt of his} Jack Mains’ keen eyesight had detected this| ‘ Fire into the midst of the wolves! Take 
gun into the bear’s mouth, Sybil reached thejat once. It was in order for Barney and Pomp|good aim !” 
s to be astonished. ‘God help them!” screamed Sybil, in awful 


ot. ’ 
f Te evclassly she rushed forward and placing} The Celt nearly dropped his gun as the nies terror, ‘‘ the wolves will overtake them!” 


the muzzle of her rifle close to the brute’s fur,|with a long, drawn howl, rose upon his hind} But Frank threw one of the rifles to his 

pulled the trigger. egs. | shoulder ‘and fired. The shell struck in the 
As luck had it, the ball struck a rib and| ‘Tare an’ ’ounds!” he yelled. ‘‘ Phwat the/midst of the pack. 4 

ene upward entered the brute’s heart./divil is it? Shure an’ it’s dhramin’I am orit’s} It exploded with terrific effect. Several of 


he battle was ended. a white bear!” the wolves were killed. This was the best pos- 
With an almost human-like groan, the big] ‘ Golly, fo’ ot sputtered Pomp. “It amisible thing that could have been done.»  , \ , 
bear reeled and sank lifeless upon the ice. Mr.|jus’ dat. Look out fo’ yo’se’f, chilluns. Hyar|} Instantly the ravenous horde were engaged he 


Vance staggered back, pallid and bleeding, and|de chap comes fo’ us!” in tearing to-pieces the dead wolves, This caus- 

saw Sybil standing before him, with the smok-} Indeed, there was but just time to gain aled a brief delay. 

ing rifle in her hands. A ceed | vantage ground. , Then Vance fired. 

Father!” she cried wildly, dropping the gun| Down the slope came the wounded and mad-} Several more of the wolves were thus killed. 
and rushing to his side. “ You are not badly|dened bear. Straight for his foes he made. Every moment the party were drawing nearer 
hurt2” ; ” ivi They had climbed upon a shelf of ice, and|to the air-ship. 

**No, my child,” 1eplied Otis Vance, happily,|none too soon. ; Now they were just beneath it. 

‘but you saved my life.” “Foire!” roared Barney. “Give it to the} Frank had let down a long rope ladder. Just 
‘* Heaven be praised for that!” — baste. Shure, he’ll ate up the whole av us!” lin time they reached it, and one after another 
Dane now came up and tried to apologize for} Jack Mains aimed at the bear’s eye and fired.|sprang up it. 

his cowardice. The father and daughter listen-|But the bullet merely glanced off the brute’s}' The wolves were just beneath, But the three 

ed, but made nocomment. The villain saw at|thick skull. fugitives were in mid air beyond their reach. 

once that their estimate of him was decidedly| It caused it to hesitate for a moment, how- p the ladder they went, and were soon 
; -.. |ever, and this gave Pompachance, The darky|clambering over the rail.. It had been a close 

ut now that the danger was over, their spir-| fired. : call, but they were safe now. | 
its arose. His shot struck the bear just under the} ‘* Phew!” gasped Barney, as he tumbled on 

The bear was a beautiful specimen of its|shoulder blade, Another bullet from Barneyjdeck. ‘‘Shure I thought it was the ind av me 
kind, and Sybil cried: Coa cut a hole in the brute’s abdomen. The giant/fer sure.” 

“Oh, what a beautiful mat its fine white fur|bear sank down and expired. | **Golly! dis chile don’ want no mo’ ob dat 
would,;make! Why can we not take it home| With cheers of delight the three hunters|kin’ ob hunting!” declared Pomp, while Jack 
with us, father?” dashed down the slope and proceeded to skin|Mains was non-committal. | 

‘We can and will,” replied Mr. Vance, draw-|their prize. i ; fter mutual congratulations had been in- 
ing a hunting knife. “I have skinned deer} They had barely succeeded in this when the/dulged in, Frank Reade declared: 
and buffalé, and I ought: to be able to flay ajair was broken with long-drawn wails. Over| ‘*Now we must make search for the cairn in 


bear.” the ice hummocks came a myriad of white/which is hidden the confession of Captain ~ 


And in avery short space of time: the mil-/forms, Rhines. After thatis found we will try and 
lionaire had skillfully removed the bear’s hide,| Snarling, yelping, with flashing eyes and|take you all back to civilization.” 
In this operation Dane condescended to lend|reeking jaws they came, Barney gave a yell} All were agreeable to this save Wallace 
some assistance. and picked up his rifle. D 

When this had been accomplished a return} ‘‘ Howly smoke!” he cried. ‘‘ Look out fer 
was made to the air-ship. The whistles were|yesilf, boyees. Av it ain’t a hull pack av} ‘It is all rank nonsense!” he declared.. 
blown, and Frank lowered the Sky Scraper and|whoite wolves.” ‘You will find no confession there, I would 
they climbed aboard. This was the truth. The Arctic wolf has not/not yield to such hocus-pocus, lam anxious 

Quite a lively gale had sprung up, and the|the fear for man of its southern prototype.|to get to England.” 
air-ship was tugging hard at her anchor. Noth-| More than two hundred of the savage animals r. Vance and Sybil, however, were strongly 
ing was to be seen of the hunting party, Barney|/attracted by the scent of blood, came rushing}|in favor of searching for the cairn. 


ane, > 
The villain demurred quite vigorously. 


and Pomp and Jack Mains, eat upon the scene. Slowly the Sky Scraper picked its way north- 
‘And, indeed, they were experiencing some| There was but one thing for the hunters to|ward. ‘ 

remarkable adventures, do, and. this was to beat a retreat, which they} The singular phenomena of the Arctic night 
With the enthusiasm natural to born lovers |did in haste. now began. 

of sport, they had followed the trails of nu- -——— ' But in due time Frank was able to get his 

merous wild animals, without any thought as CHAPTER VI. bearings so exactly that he said: ‘ 

to the distance they were going from the air- THE ESQUIMAUX. ‘*Within twenty-four hours we shall reach 

ship. ONLY one thing saved the hunters from at-|the cairn.” 


Soon they had gone so far that it was hidden|tack by the Arctic wolves and certain death, 
from view the high ranges of ice huammocks.| The carcass of the bear was in their path, andjest to that moment. : 

It was no light job toclamber about over the|the pack stopped to devour it. he three} Whether the cairn really held the confession 
slippery and rough piles and blocks of ice,|hunters made rapid tracks for the ice plain be-|or not was a matter of no little curiosity. 
many of them mountainous in size. yond, But some thrilling incidents were in store 

There were little beaten paths between these} A short while later they reached it. before this should be accomplished. The first 


_~ made by the foxes and wolves, Generally’the| Their ardor was for the time dampened, and|of these was near at hand. 


party kept in these paths. it was decided to return to the Sky Scraper. Barney was on the lookout when a strange 
They passed plenty of small game, but they! The air ship could be seen rocking at its an- Ayet met his gaze. ; 

ignored it. | chor, and Barney saw a blue flag hanging| Ina little valley beneath he suddenly saw a 
“Bejabers, it’s a bear or a brace av the black|down. He knew that it was the summons for|collection of ice huts. There.were several hun- 

foxes I want!” cried Barney. ‘*Shure nothin’/a return. red of them, and smoke was pouring from 


else will suit me.” ‘Shure, an’ Misther Frank is signaling for|some of them, 

**Don’ yo’ be too high toned, Tish,” sniffed|/us!” he cried. ‘It’s back we must go.” Fur clad denizens, as broad as they were long 
Pomp, availing himself of an opportunity to| ‘* Dis chile am agreeable,” said Pomp. were lounging in scores about the place. It 
nag ‘Barney as usual. ‘Yo’ will jes’ play in| ‘‘ That's my reckoning,” agreed Mains. was an Esquimaux village. 


big luck if yo’ shoots one of dem lily bits of So they started across the ice plain for the air} A sharp cry escaped Barney. 


ship. 
. Jack Mains roared in sailor fashion. But they had not traversed half the distance}yez luk at the loikes av this !” 
** Blow me, mates!” he cried, ‘“‘ye are both|when terrible howls in their rear told them} Frank was quickly at the rail and said: 
better at slinging mud than ye are at hunting,|the ominous truth that the white wolves were; ‘ Esquimaux, as | live!” 


I figger it.” coming. $5 The young inventor regarded them a moment 
+ “ Begorra, an’ av I don’t shoot as much as| They were for a moment the victims of ajcuriously. Then an idea struck him. 
any av ye I'll eat mesilf,” retorted Barney,|fearful terror. ‘* Perhaps they are the tribe Barton frater- 


aoe k , And well they might yield to fear. nized with,” he said. ‘‘I will find out.” 

“Huh! I don’ beliebe yo’ cud hit dat arice} Should the wolves overtake them it was} At once he began to lower the air-ship. 

hummock yonder.” . ri fis more than likely that they would be torn to}! The Sky Scraper settled down slowly and 
Pomp pointed to what seemed to be a round |pieces in a twinkling, : finally rested upon a small hillock near the 

d beap of snow on top of a hummock fifty| ‘‘ Begorra, run fer the loife av yez!” yelled eames village, . 

; e Arctic natives at sight of the air-ship 

Punt up or shet up!” he cried. ‘I'll bet yez| But neither Jack nor Pomp needed prompt-jseemed greatly excited. A loud uproar arose, 

the dhrinks I kin do it.” ing. Both realized the danger as wellas Bar-|jand men, women and children came piling out 


“Fall to, mates!” roared Jack Mains. ‘“ Get'ney. of the huts, | 
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All began to look forward with eager inter- _ 


“ Shure, Misther Frank!” he shouted, “ wud 
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Frank Reade did not for a moment suspectied the Sky Scraper forward, intent upon the} ‘Thai will be a favor,’ declared Orsino, 
but that they were friendly enough and had nojrescue of the fugitive. ** Glad to meet your friends.” | 
thought of danger, so he said to Barney: Sai He bowed to Mr. Vance, doffed his hat to — 

‘**Come, Barney. Let us go down and talk CHAPTER VII. Sybil, and then met the gaze of Dane, who was. 
with them.” THE FUGITIVE’S STORY—THE FIGHTING ESQUI- glaring at him. 

As a chill breeze was blowing, the two men MAUX. With a cry of recognition Orsino started for- 
wrapped extra furs about them and with their) FORWARD shot the Sky Scraper in the effort) ward. . 
rifles slung over their shoulders left the deck|to rescue the flying white fugitive. He was| ‘‘ Why, my old friend——” he began. tit d 
of the Sky Scraper. lashing his dogs and the sledge was bounding} But he stopped. Dane turned half away, in- 

Down the hillock they slid, and at once|furiously over the ice, plain. _ terrupting him coldly: 
started toward the Esquimaux, holding up| But the Esquimaux seemed to be surely gain-| ‘“‘ You mistake, I am not acquainted with 
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’ 


their hands. ing. There was no doubt but that they would|/you, and have never seen you before. 
The latter were coming swiftly forward, butjovertake him. | Orsino fell back, bowing apologetically. _ 
now of a sudden halted. This would mean death, and everybody on} ‘ You will pardon me, TEnow," he oried, ** bub 


Frank took this for an invitation to advance|board the air-ship knew it. you so strongly remind me of a friend in Lon- 
and parley. At about a hundred yards from| So Frank sent the air-ship forward, until itidon. The likeness is great. But he is an 
the concourse of greasy natives both he and|was right over the flying sledges. Englishman and you are an-American.” 


Barney stopped. , The Esquimaux seemed startled at sight of} Dane bowed curtly. The episode attracted 
Then Frank made signs with his hands that|the Sky Scraper, and for a moment were dis-|no special notice, nor was any significance at- 
he wanted a parley. posed to yield to fear, tached to it. 


The Esquimaux- were armed, all with long| But the Arctic native is absolutely a strang- 
bone-tipped lances and javelins and war clubs./er to superstitious terror. Theirs is astolidin-jand hurling their javelins in the air. But 
| Two of them advanced to meet the white vis-|difference to all things spiritual or mundane,|Frank did not heed them and set the course of 
itors. Short, squatty and dirty specimens of\and nothing stops them in a given course but/the air-ship northward, 


The Esquimaux below were yelling furiously 


“humanity they were. sheer supremacy of will and muscle, Soon the yelling horde were left far behind, 
As they drew nearer Barney shrugged his} Frank realized this at once and so he let thejand the Sky Scraper swept through space like , 
shoulders and said : air-ship descend until it hung right over theja bird. 


‘‘Be me sowl, Misther Frank, it’s a harrud|white man’s sledge. The sensation was a novel and evidently an 
lookin’ lot av spalpeens they are, anyway. Are| ‘Then he shouted some orders to Barney whojexciting one to Orsino». © ; < 
yez not a bit afraid av thim ?” obeyed them. Teh : He strode up and down the deck, looked at 
‘“‘T don’t think we need be, Barney,” said| The white fugitive regarded theair-ship with|the ice fields below, shivered and cried : 
Frank. ‘“‘ At least, we will be on our guard.” |more of surprise and misyiving than the Es-| ‘‘ Ugh! what if we were to tall?” 
ei The two envers now approached until twenty|quimaux had. ‘That is hardly likely!” said Frank, ‘Such 
: p. feet distant. Then they stood stolidly waiting} At first he had slackened his team but now|a thing is well provided against.” 
ie for the others to speak. _ kept on with his gaze partly fixed upon the} ‘‘Oh, I suppose so. Experience will no doubt 
_ Se Frank addressed them in Swedish, thinkinglair-ship, which settled down until barely fifty|}overcome the feeling of fear I have now.” 
; -—~—Ssperhaps they would have caught a smattering|feet over his head. ‘You may be sure of it,” replied the young 
z of that language from the settlements below, At this altitude Frank gauged the speed ofljinventor. _. ac Shere, key 
- But they shook their heads, and, to the young|the Sky Scraper to that of the dogs. Then} Orsino went from one part of the air-ship to 
a inventor’s surprise, one of' them said in broken|Barney leaned over the rail and shouted: another. Nothing escaped his keen iginkiing 
y "English: ** Whisht, aloive down there?” eyes. Every part of the machine was noted. . 
** What coom for? Esquimau man want good] The driver of the sledge seemed more aston-| ‘‘ Well, this is certainly a triumph of genius,” 
whisky. No more.” ished than ever, and replied : | he finally admitted. ‘‘ Really, Mr, Reade, you 
“Ah, my fine fellow,” said Frank, “I am| ‘* An Irishman, by all that’s just !” are the most wonderful man of theday.” | 
glad you speak my language, I will try and} ‘ And an Oirishman is as good as any other} Whatever opinion the others had formed of 
make you some presents after you have answer-|mon,” retorted Barney. Orsino, Barney and Pomp had acquired an in- 
stinctive distrust and dislike of him. 


‘*Shure, it’s an evil eye he has,” averred Bar- 





me ed my questions. Are you the head man of} ‘*‘ What the deuce have you got there?’ 
ay @ your tribe ?” shouted the fugitive. * A flying machine?” 
ie Something like a gleam of comprehension for} ‘If yez warn’t a dunce yed see that atiney. ‘‘ I niver loike the loikes av it.’ 
he a moment flitted across the mobile face of the|wanst.” : ree ** He am jes’ a scallewag if dis chile am on de 
coe native. He noaded his head, with a grunt. ‘** Jupiter and Jericho! that beats me! Wherel|right tip,” agreed Pomp. 
“Ts there a whité man in your village, orjare you from 2” rank did not take particular interest in the 
have you ever seen one here before?” | ‘ From Readestown, U.S. A., and the owner|fellow. He had no fear that he might mean 
ay The Esquimau’s face clouded and he frowned|av this Skoy Scrapper is Misther Frank Reade,|any of them harm, and knew that he would 
y savagely, saying: | sor, an’ if yez will catch on to this we'll relievejsoon be rid of him anyway. | 
BE ‘““Inglis man gib whisky quick! Eskimo|yez from yez prisint imbarrassmint. Shure,| So the Sky Scraper went on its way for some 
| man kill !” iy sor.” hours, , 
F Then he brandished his war club. Frank} Down tumbled a rope ladder. The fugitive) There was not much diversity in the land- 
y, attempted a pacific reply, but the whole gang!'saw the point and in an instant dropped the|scape below. | | ; 
set up a loud yelling. reins asd grabbed the ladder. The same monotony of ice and snow and open 

Then the young inventor saw at once the} He was whisked out of the sledge like ajwater abounded. Game seemed tobe plenty, 
futility of making friends with this tribe of|flash, and up shot the air-ship. Then Barney |and the air-ship frequently met great flocks of 
natives. They were hostile beyond a doubt. {shouted ; . geese and ducks making flight, 

The best thing he could do was to get back} ‘‘ Hang on an’ cloimb up if yez areany kind| These did notseem afraid of the air-ship, and 
to the Sky Scraper as quickly as possible.|av a sailor.” could have been shot by scores, as they passed 
Barney pulled his sleeve. if Before the fugitive had reached the deck,|within a few feet. | 

‘‘Whisht, Misther Frank!” he whispered.|Frank had regulated the speed of the airship| But with such a surfeit of game it was wan- 
‘Shure yez betther not take any chances wid|and was on hand to meet him. tonness to shoot them, So they were allowed — 
the omadhouns !” As he came over the rail, he was seen to be a|to pass. . =e 

Even as he spoke one of the envoys made ajdark-visaged, keen-eyed man of possibly forty ut suddenly a new and ee scene. was 
blow at Frank. The other darted his lance at\years ofage. His appearance, so far as facial|spread to the view of all. The Sky Scraper 

~~) Barney. , ines of character went, was not prepossessing. |drifted over the summit of an ice mountain, 

Tt passed through the Celt’s coat-sleeve, but} Frank noted this in the swift, critical glance |and it lay revealed in the valley below. 
quick asa flash Barney snapped it and grap-|which he gave him. - It was nothing less than a battle field, with 
pled with his foe. But he reaflily stepped forward and proffered|two large bodies of armed men engaged in 

Frank had dodged the blow with the club,|his hand, deadly strife. 
and whirling his rifle aloft, knocked the Esqui-| ‘Glad to see you, friend,” he said. “I am| The snow was strewn with dead bodies, and 
mau down. The tribe now came yelling tc-|Frank Reade, Jr., the owner of this air-ship.” jit was hard to tell which side really held the 
wards them, ‘* Well,” said the rescued man, with a deep|advantage., 7 a 

The fellow Barney had grappled with was/drawn breath, ‘‘ I haven’t had such an honor} All rushed to the rail and viewed the scene 
stout,-but not quick enough for the Celt, who|for twenty years. Indeed, I amalmost inclin-|with varied exclamations. 





* - ‘was an excellent wrestler. ed to believe that [am dreaming. You whisk-| ‘‘ How awful!” cried Sybil with a shiver, and 
ES Quick as a flash Barney downed him. Thenjed me out of that bad scrape in lively fash-|turning her gaze away. 
ie he and Frank started for the air-ship. ion.” “Tt is a fight for annihilation,” declared 
The air was full of flying javelins and clubs,| ‘* We were in the right time, I think,” agreed|Frank Reade, Jr. : 
but none of them struck the fleeing men. They|Frank. ‘*We ought to separate them !” cried Mr, 
of reached the air-ship, and a moment later the} ‘“My name,” said the stranger, “is Rafael}/Vance, excitedly. ‘“‘They will exterminate 
; Sky Seraper sprang into the air. Orsino, andI belong in London, England, Ijeach other.” 


‘‘Let them do it!” growled Wallace Dane. 


But even as the air-ship sprang into spacelam up here in the interests of a fur company aie bie ata th ld 
‘“‘ They are of no benefit to the world.” ; 


and hung over the scene, a startled cry pealedjand have been doing the whale region by 
from the lips of each voyager. sledge.’ Ihave found the Esquimaux every-| But Orsino cried wildly: | 
In the va Sy just beyond a thrilling scene|where friendly but in this locality.” ‘They are the Kaymucks and the Odungys. — 
q was witnessed. The stranger’s manner was frank, ready, and/The Kaymucks are friends of the white man ~ 
Be . A white man wrapped in furs and riding|his statement logical enough. Yet something/and saved my life, The Odungys are stronger, 
. upon a sledge drawn by dogs at full Sueee was|impressed Frank Reade, Jr., he knew not why,jhowever, and will whip them. We must save © 
ursued by a dozen other sledge teams driven|that he did not speak the truth, the Kaymucks,” 
y Esquimaux. However, the young inventor said: At once sympathy was of course aroused for 
They were straining every nerve to overtake| ‘‘ Well, you are welcome to the Sky Seraper./for the Kaymucks, Frank was ever inclined 
the white fugitive. It seemed certain that they|I am on a voyage north and south around the/to champion the cause of the weak. | 
would, and Frank Reade sprang into the pilot-}world, with my men here, Barney and Pomp,| So'he decided to make a move at once to save 


i house. | [hese other people, Mr. Vance and his daugh-|the unfortunate Esquimaux. He called to #) af 
a: ‘Get your rifles, everybody!” he shouted.|ter, and Mr. Dane, I picked up from a raft at|Barney who was in the pilot-house: ae 
fo ** We must save that man!” sea. I shall }and them in Stockholm, and will| ‘‘Slacken speed, and lower the air-ship, — 

E . And pressing the propeller lever, Frank start-‘drop you there also, if you wish.” ~ _ | Every man get his Winchester.” . ao 
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. sufficient to pub them into insensibilit 


Then the Sky Scraper descended and a parley|prised. * Well, that jobis over, 
was held with the Kaymucks. “That is queer !” he muttered. oa search for the others.” 


FRANK READE, JR.'S ‘‘SKY SCRAPER.” 








The order, it is needless to say, was quickly| If so, then they ought to know the where-| Fora moment the two men faced each other 5 . 


obeyed. abouts of the cairn and the grave of Rhines.|like statues. 
- Every ene armed himself, and as the air-ship|Dr. Vaneyke evidently read Frank's thoughts,| Then in a cautious, cat-like manner, Dane 
descended; fire was opened upon the Odungys./for he said: glanced about him. : 
The Esquimaux seemed amazed at the ap-| “I think we had better inquire of this tribe} ‘‘ At last we are alone!” hesaid. ‘‘ fam glad 
pearance of the air-ship above them, and for ajabout the cairn !” this moment has come.” 
moment both sides fell back in confusion, _| “So dolI,” agreed Frank. **Good!” said Orsino, in the same guarded 


But the ot is a stranger,to fear or| The head man of the tribe, a fat, greasy little|/manner. ‘‘ None of them suspect that we were 


superstition. ad it been any other class ofjfellow, came forward and Frank saluted him.jever acquainted before.” 
natives in the world, no doubt they would have|Orsino stood near. ‘*T was afraid you would betray me on that 
ceased fighting entirely. After vainly mane to make the fellow/first meeting.” 
But only fora few moments did the Esqui-junderstand him, Frank was about to give up} ‘“‘ Ah! but [did not know.” 
maux with their bull-dog persistency give up in despair, when Orsino stepped forward, ~*T know,I know. Well, now to business. 


the battle. | I can talk a smattering of their tongue,” he| You got here all safe.” 
It was quickly resumed and more fiercely|said. ‘‘I understand the Icelandic and they} ‘‘So you see.” 
than ever. And the Odungys seemed to have|know it a little.” ** And you have succeeded ?” 
he upper hand and drove the Kaymucks re-| So Orsino acted as interpreter.. Orsino laughed in a rasping way. 
sistlessly before them. It was a critical mo-} ‘* What I wish to learn,” said Frank, “is the 








ment. fate of certain white men who once sojourned|said. ‘‘ We stood then ina room ofa certain 
, in these parts. One of them left a cairn herej/house and you promised me five thousand dol- 

CHAPTER VIII. with important papers in it. I want, if pos-|lars for the recovery of that confession from 

“yy NEVER FAIL!” sible, to find that cairn.” the cairn before other hands could claim it, 


FRANK READE, JR., saw that only the most} This announcement struck Orsino like an|What you want of itI think now I can see.” 
decisive of action would result in the termina-jelectrical shock. He seemed for a moment} ‘ Yes,” said Dane, ina metallic voice. ‘* That 


tion of the battle. startled, and his eyes gleamed peculiarly. ‘ j|confession would clear James Barton. Once’ 


He knew the pepe te of the Esquimaux! But he quickly recovered, and seeing thatjhe is cleared, this girl Sybil, whom I have 
well enough for this. Frank had not noticed his emotion, replied: {sworn shall be my wife, is lost to me forever. 
Only the certain conviction that death would| ‘I will ask the old fellow what you desire.” |But James Barton dies on the gallows, and my 
be their lot would cause them to turn back.) Orsino then conversed with the Kaymuck|chances are good if you have done your duty 
This was all. chief in an unintelligible fashion. Presently|and safely robbed that cairn!” 
Rapid fire from the Winchesters was opened/he turned and said : \ Orsino took a step forward and said, tenselv : 
upon the Odungys. **Some white men did live here about a year| ‘I never fail!” 
Orsino showed himself and shouted encour-\ago. and one of them left a cairn. It is some- 





azingly to oa Kaymucks. They yelled and|where on the coast, about twelve miles to the CHAPTER IX 

like demons. east.” : 

- Osongys were mowed down frightfully} ‘* That settles it!” cried Frank, joyfully. ‘‘ We LOST IN THE STORM. 

by the Winchesters. will go there at once. If we find it, our mission} AN almost animal-like ee triumph es- 
It was horrible slaughter, and this Frank didjis accomplished,” caped the lips of the villain, Wallace Dane, as 


not like. : ree Heaven we may!” said Sybil Vance,|he took a step forward, 
y- é 


He was averse to wholesale bloodshed, and|fervent Don’t trifle with me!” he hoarsely cried, “I 


dropping his Winchester, rushed into the! Orsino turned and regarded the young girl] want the truth.” 
- cabin. curiously. Every one except Dane seemed} ‘‘Can’t you take so broad a hint?” 
When he came out he had a long coil of wire|pleased that the cairn was located at last. ** Have you got it?” 


in his hand. He shouted to his companions: Frank made the Esquimaux some presents,|} ‘ Yes.” 
“‘Hold on, boys! Give up firing. I have an-jand then old Kaylo, the Kaymuck chief, was| ‘‘ Let me have it.” 


other and better plan.” hired to go ahead with his dogs and sledge and| Dane’s right hand was thrust forward, but 
Of course all complied. | show the way tothe cairn. Orsino stepped back. A flash of rage swept 
- The firing ceased. But just as preparations were made for thelacross Dane’s brow. 


The Odungys, evidently believing their white!start, the old chief pointed to the north and} ‘‘ Why don’t you let me have it?” he fiercely 
foe’s ammunition exhausted, seemed to gain|shook his head. ° | cried. 
new courage, and returned to the attack more| Orsino talked with him a moment, and then| ‘‘ Don’t you know?” 
fiercely than ever. turning to Frank, said: With a hissing cry, Dane clutched at the 
The battle was. hotter than at any time.| ‘* He says that we are in danger of a big bliz-jother’s throat. 
Frank, however, proceeded hastily to carry out|zard or storm. You know itis about time for} ,But Orsino hurled him back. 


his plan. the Artic line storm, and it is generally a fear-| ‘‘ Easy,” he said, coldly. ‘‘ You will gain 


‘He donned insulated gloves of rubber. Then/ful one, The old man is loth to start for the}/nothing by force.” 
one end of the wire was connected with thejcairn!” He was easily more than a match for the 
powerful dynamos, But Frank was anxious to go, and tried tojother. 

That part of the wire on board the air-ship|reason with Kaylo. Dane saw it, and his fierce manner relaxed. 


‘was run through glass eyes at different inter-| The old Esquimau seemed very stubborn,|His fox-like attitude came back, and he said, 


vals, so that it would not come in contact with|however, and finally refused flatly. craftily: ‘ 
any part of the air-ship. Frank feigned anger, and stepped aboard the| ‘Come, Rafael, you know I'm excited,” 
hen the current was turned on and the wire/Sky Scraper. **T see you are, and I am willing to fulfill my 
became “live.” Everybody knows what adead-| ‘‘ We will go alone, then!” he said, contract when you do yours,” 
ly instrument a live wire is. But Orsino said: ‘* What do you mean?” 
With his rubber gloves, however, Frank) ‘I don't believe I would, Mr. Reade. The} ‘‘I mean that when you place that five thou- 
could safely handle it. old man, I think, is acting wisely. He doesjsand dollars in my hands you shall have the 
He threw it over the rail. _|jnot wish to risk his life. Better wait untiljconfession.” 
Down went the wire until it trailed upon the\after the storm.” Dane drew a deep breath. He saw that Or- 
ground, Thus adjured Frank after consultation with|sino did not trust him. If he was a villain he 


_ Barney at the wheel was given the order to|the others concluded to do so. id not regard Dane as any better or more hon- 
veer the Sky Scraper about in various direc-| The Sky Scraper was allowed to rest upon!orable. 


tions, some ice blocks under the protection of a huge} ‘‘ Ah!” said Dane, with feigned carelessness, i 
- This enabled the wire to drag through the/berg. Then all proceeded to make themselves|‘‘ you are going to play shrewd with me, are 
ct 


group of Odungys just beneath. The effect was|at home ih the Kaymuck village, ” you? Then you thin at I would actually be 

‘terrific. The sky in the northward was fast growing}mean enough to take that confession from you 
The instant the wire struck one he threw upjinky black. and never pay you the money ?” 

his arms and fell senseless. - _ Already snow flakes were in the air. Yet) ‘‘I assert nothing. Business is business, 
There was not current enough in the wire to|there was something exhilarating in the cold|That’s all.” , 

necessarily kill those coming in contact, but/blast, and the vo oie of the Sky Scraper pro-}; Dane reluctantly drew a package from his 

y- ceeded to reap all the enjoyment out of the oc-|pocket. 

Straight through the Odungy ranks wenticasion that they could. ““T always doas I agree,” hesaid. ‘If you 

the wire. The Esquimaux entered into the-same spirit|can’t trust me we had better oat company at 
They were laid out right and left in heaps.|heartily. Some exciting races with dogs andjonce, Here/is your money, et's have the 

Some were only slightly shocked, but the ex-|sledges were arranged and Mr. Vance and Sybil/parchment.” 

perience was so terrible that their valor yield-|with Dr. Vaneyke, Barney and Jack Mains} ‘‘ Wait a moment!” 


ed and they beat a retreat. . and Pomp went down to see them, Frank| Orsino undid the package and counted the 
Some seeing the wire sought to stay its dead-| went down also. crisp American bank bills. There were just 
ly course by catching hold of it. But they} But Wallace Dane refused to go. five thousand dollars. 


quickly abandoned this plan, He had wn very sullen in the last few| ‘“‘ Hereit is!” he said, handing a package to 
Through the ranks went the deadly wire,|days. Indeed, he eschewed the societyof all on|Dane, 


_ The Odungys were thoroughly demoralized. |board. The latter coolly unrolled it and spread out a 


Seeing the futility of combating such a| Nobody felt particularly slighted at this, and|sheet of what looked like fox-skin. Upon it 
power, so dreadful and unseen, they gave up|indeed, the majority were rather relieved than|was roughly written and signed and witnessed 


___ and beat a hasty retreat. otherwise, particularly Sybil. the confession of Captain Rhines, 

F _ The battle was ended. It so happened that Rafael Orsino. was in his] With a deep breath of satisfaction Dane care- 
__ Cheers went up from those on board the air-|stateroom when the party left. | fully folded it and concealed it in a pocket 
3 a The Kaymucks yelled forvery joy. — When he came on deck later, it was to find|next his body, 


e Odungys abandoned the field entirely.|the air-ship deserted. He was not a little sur-| Then Orsino said oapel cent b thik Tn 
ow nk I 


Frank had a belief that this tribe was the| He tookaturn over the deck and rounding| ‘‘ One moment!” 


ene with ae Rhines and James Barton had|the cabin wall came face to face. with Wallace| Dane put forth a detaining hand, Orsino 
-fraterni ae | 


Dane. > seemed surprised, | 


Y J 
‘*Some months since I left New York,” he 
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FRANK READE, JR.’S “‘SKY SCRAPER,” oe 
“Well!” he said curtly. | was not strange that he should losehis bear-| ‘Then yez are more ignorant norI give yez — = 
‘*T want to talk further with you !” “ in leaving the air-ship. credit for,” averred Barney. ae 
‘** Oh, I thought you did not care to have any e started in what he believed to be the} ‘‘I knows a heap mo’ fee sich po’ trash as 
further business with me.” ; proper direction for the Esquimau village. But\yo’ !” sniffed a as “An” it am jes’ as likely 
** Don’t exasperate me. This is very impor-jin reality it was in exactly an opposite direc-|\dat dah is night hosses as dat dere is night 
tant indeed. It is a chance we cannot afford|tion. mares,” ; 
to lose.” It was snowing quite hard. and thickening up| This wasa poser. Barney was for a moment 


Orsino was silent for a moment. He gazedirapidly, while darkness was growing most in-|nonplused, Jack Mains roared. 
at Dane as if he would read the other’s|tense. The doctor would have turned back} ‘‘ Heave him another, lad!” he cried; “ there’s 
thoughts. sooner but for his zeal to find Frank. sea-horses, too, as Ican make my ‘davy.” - 

At this moment aform passed into the cabin} But after a time he came toa halt, satisfied| ‘*‘ Begorra!” sputtered Barney, ‘‘there may 
‘at the otherend of the air-ship. It was unseen|that he had taken the wrongcourse. He turned|be night horses in Afriky, but nies all mares | 
by either villain and was no other than Dr.|back at once. in ould Oireland!” | 

aneyke. But though he tramped for hours in the| *‘ Yah, doan gib meno cheap talk about Ire- 

The doctor had returned for his Winchester, |snow, he could not find the air-ship. His posi-|land,” ayers’ Pomp. ‘It am jes’ a small 
for there had been talk among some of thejtion now became a fearful one, The Arcticjlily bit of de airth, an’. England rules the 
party of a hunt, . ’ blizzard had set in full force, and the awful|Irish.” ! 

He passed into his state-room. The window|conviction came Epo him that he was hope-| ‘That’s a lie!” roared Barney, brandishing 
was on that side of the air-ship, and he heard|lessly lost, This, he knew, was almost equiv-|his shillelah, ‘‘an’ here’s defeat to the oma- 





the voices of Dane and Orsino., alent to certain death, for human life could|@houn as says so. Shure, Oireland rul n- 
He would not have heeded this, and doubt-|hardly resist the frightful fall in temperature'gland an’ peadlere: as well. .Luk at oh “aa 
Jess would have passed out again without be-|which was sure to come. . an’ navy. Luk at the successful business men 
traying his presence to them, had it not been of this glorious——” | - , 
for an incident. 5 CHAPTER X. But Barney was forced to stop. Pomp, with > 
A sentence dropped by Dane was so thrilling}. VISIT TO THE CAIRN. a deprecatory gesture, had started for the door 
and peculiar as to claim his startled attention.| MEANWHILE the party at the Esquimaulof the galley. Ba 9 ied 
In a moment he felt justified in becoming an|village had been having a gay time. Barney gave Jack Mains a wink, and both 
eavesdropper. The Kaymucks proved good entertainers and|crouched down to watch the fun, Pomp opened 


_ The job can be worked as slick as a whis-|their spirits did not seem at all dimmed by the|the aoor. What followed was an utter revela-. __ 

ee ee a noe 24 I ee itisa pig ne of so many friends in the battle with thejtion. fn) rine ) 

ance. Jus ink of it.. ith this air-shipjOdungys. : 
nour possession we can fly to any part of the| All sorts of games and sports were witnessed aie eee of precoe De ue ae 
world. aaa . by the white men, Then Kaylo came to Frank|naq ceased its momentary flood, he was from 

‘But—can we learn to operate it?” exclaimed|Reade and in sign talk intimated that it would)),.44 to foot a living example of a white man. — 
Orsino, breathlessly. ; be safer to seek cover until after the storm. Wowk: rat Pathe Pier teats sifted: into his 

“Of course we can. I would not be afraid to} This was coming on with a vengeance and|oorets. filled his shirt front. his wool, his 
wager that I could doit now. -I have not been|Frank realized that the Esquimau chief was . es. nose.-ears and mouth: shorts onnoleras 
idle all these days, and I am always very ob- right. 2 poy. sit iv Suniod hin : : P 
servant,” e Esquimaux crept into their snow huts , | 

‘“* Why. I cannot express myself!” exclaimed|to hibernate during the blizzard and the’whites < Fors moment ihe ene Coulee 
Orsino, wildly. ‘‘It would be the greatestireturned to the air-ship. | hoard the cara ot fae ter’ behind. augeeace 
Pct on ede will we be sree Les as, it?” Mane and — were in the cabin when the|ipe best of him 8 Base 

‘ Are you afraid to do some pig-sticking?” |party came aboard. ‘ fo as ve 

Orsino started, and sseme for a@ moment; All was made ready for the storm but no one pene eer qisigu, 688 ee 
aghast. Dane laughed shrill ‘ ; thought to count noses to see if any one was his tormenter, Barney Pp : 

**IT see you catch ay idea,” he said. ‘* Well,jabsent. ry Woe to the unlucky Tishman! Barney tried 
every one of the gang but one must be dropped So Dr. Vaneyke’s absence was not noted at 


overboard with a slit gullet; and that one youlonce. The blizzard had set in now in earnest. ee pai ae A bettarivesann in the 


eee Barney and Pomp at Frank's request ap-| ‘The Celt was fairly driven into a tub of dirty 


e 


he girl ?” peared in the cabin, which was lighted with ’ 
i Exact ” ae ie oie ele ctricit pas ent ertain ers, Barney had his Ass phos foot of the stairway. In he went, 
; ew!” exclaimed Orsino, ‘‘ You play for e and Pomp his banjo. . p . 
big eaine. ae Comical jokes and songs became the order, Ganon monet eyes & ne (etherged: onlneeerine 
ou see it is my only chance. I must make/and the party made merry while the storm Fgh : 


acoup de main. The girl will never consentiraged. She ance eoaes with fore his taugh. 


to marry me. I must force her, There is her here was. no thought of serious conse-| «& ; : ” 

father whom we must silence. Then in order|quences, and, indeed, little any one dreamed) ee hil, ip rte Efe = allt ae ia 

0 et ae et Oe ate boat alaaer ae t oes os ot their anuaber was at that moment}/pjcyy 7 y / BOG, YO Pays 
rishman and that scientific chap must be\at death’s door out in the storm. 6 Ray , : : : 

disposed of. Then)there is the sailor, Mains.” | Hours passed and still the snow continued Bejabers, [ll kill yer for this whol kim 


‘ ; : —git me wind!” spluttered Barney. | 
‘*And the hardest man of all to handle is|to fall. By the aid of the flash light Frank|® get aha : z 
Frank Reade, Jr.,” said Orsino. could see that mountains of the feathery feet eave: cried between his par 


“Yes. If the girl was only on board, what substance had fallen. “ ’s a® fat 
an excellent opportunity it would be to go off Mr. Vance and Sybil, as well as Dane and Oy oF a race Ore Sue Ohad 2 
and leave them all.” . Orsino retired for a few hours’ sleep. Frank|,4g heave away ona straight course noth.” i. ae 

*‘[ think to wait for such an op ortunity finally followed suit. This left Barney and! aygq the sailor's advice was pean “Both 
would be better than killing them wholesale.” Pomp and Jack Mains the sailor to keepi;,joerg shunk away to clean up their persons 

“Certainly! I don’t like such nasty work. watch the rest of the night. : ater Pomp returned and did his bread male’ hae 
But if we cannot work it any other way we’ Barney had during the day cooked up a dose}; : ¥ 










must do it!” for Pomp which he believed would settle the vies) Barney and Mains retired for the first B 
**T have a plan!” ' conceit of that worthy for some time. part of the night, while Pomp kept watch. _ a 
well t __ It was the darky’s custom to spend a short!" (ne storm yet howled fearfully. But before 


“Take them at night. While asleep we can while in the galley bread making every night 
kill every one but the man on guard in the befcre retiring. 
pilot house, and can throw them overboard; The galley was a small compartment off the 


the hour of morning came it abated. Ms 4 
Pomp went into the pilot house and looked 


' 


without his knowing it.” dining-saloon. There were cooking utensils ata) \ 
a Feed Then you are with me?” and all the necessary articles for food as well The’ spectacle was an astounding one, The — 
‘*Tf I can have my share,” said Orsino. as an electric stove here. air-ship seemed literally buried in the snow. 


“It is settled!” The door which mpened into it the darky kept| , It was many feet in depth and badly drifted. 
‘“We must work with great care. No mis-\zealously closed. Barney took advantage of/An hour later all were astir on board the air- — 
take must be made. The girl is yours and the this fact to play his prank. ship. a 
air-ship is mine. Itis a bargain. Let us drink| He secured an empty bag of cloth which he| Breakfast called all to table, and thenforthe 
so success. I have brandy in my cabin!” filled with flour. This he secured by hooks/tirst time Dr. Vaneyke was missed, ‘4 aaa 
Then the precious pair moved away. just over the door. The mouth of it was se-|, A messenger was sent to his state-room, but 
Words hardly. suffice to describe the horror cured by an arrangement of strings, which led he was not to be found. With awful horror — 
of Dr. Vaneyke as he listened jo this awful rev-;\down the jamb of the door and across it about Frank realized the truth, | i 0 
elation of intended crime. a foot from the threshold. All was arranged, y God!” he cried. “He was out in that — 


* ns 1 
He was fora moment tempted to confront|so that after opening the door, the person whojstorm and did not Seen back, He has doubt- om 
the villains. attempted to enter the galley would push|!ess frozen to death! io 3 | te a 
Then he realized the folly of this and decided|against the strings which would cause the four The pall of silence which fell upon the party a 
upon a different plan. Frank Reade, Jr., must|bag to open. was fearful, For some while nobody could ae 
be notified immediately. Barney adjusted this nicely. He let Jack speak, ny 7 
The villains would not act at once. There!/Mains into the secret, and the sailor was de-| Then’Frank aroused himself, . Nas ps 
was time in plenty to circumvent their awfuljlighted. -| Search must be made!” he cried. ‘*Come, ~~ 


BL rm 


ot. Some time was spent in the kitchen talking Srey able-bodied man!” a 
‘*T never liked the looks of that Dane, any-jover various topics and smoking. All volunteered but Dane, He went to his © 
way,” reflected the doctor. ‘‘The best thing I} ‘‘I done tole yo’ one fing chilluns,”Pomp wasjstateroom, The search party was organized. 
ean dois to find Frank atonce and tell him’saying. ‘ Dis chile ain’ dead stuck on dese yer} A short while later the Esquimanx appeared 
wy’ Eskimo gals, Dey am wuss nor a reg’lar night|with their snow-shoes and their dogs, They 
With this resolution he at once left the air-|hoss!” were pressed into service, and the search ab 
ship, taking care that the two plotters should| ‘‘ Yez mane a noight-mare!” corrected Bar jonce begun. a 
not see him, ney. ‘ For half the day it was continued, but not a — 
The doctor’s mind was so stirred up by the] “I jes’ means wha’I done say, I’ish!” blust-|trace of the missing man could befound. = | 
thrilling incidents of the half hour past, that it/ered Pomp, . It was like looking for a particular pebble ix 
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the Great Sahara, or a-pin ina haymow. Not] There was the Italian Rafael Orsino. Had he| The scientist succinctly related his experi- 

the slightest clew could be obtained. visited the cairn and abstracted the parch-jence. Frank listened with the deepest of in- 
-. With sorrow and reluctance, Frank was|ment? Was he after all the hireling of Dane ?|terest and surprise. | ; 

finally obliged to give up the quest. A thousand things were recalled by the| ‘‘Upon my word!” heexclaimed. ‘My sus- 
i “Poor Vaneyke!” he said, sorrowfully. ‘‘A/young inventor now which ser ved to intensify picions are verified, Those villains have the 
good man and true. What a pity he has left|the suspicion that Orsino was the thief. confession. They must give it up! 
us. But—God rest his soul!” ‘If so, then Dane hired him!” he muttered.|| The young inventor arose and flung open' the 
a And this was the best that Frank could do|‘‘ Have they destroyed the confession or is itjdoor. He started for the deck and the scientist 
-  forhim. The next thing was to visit the cairn.|yet in their possession ?” followed him. ‘ 
Preparations were at once made, Frank had| This was not easily answered, Yet Frank| It was his intention to at once confront Dane 
> no doubt but that it would be easily found. He| was determined to know. Certainly there wasjand demand the parchment, i 
- could not recover from the loss of Vaneyke,|some good reason for the accusation made by} The Sky Scraper was yet resting upon the 


Bs ee ee 

i [ee 
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and hired a gang of Esquimaux to scour the|Sybil Vance. ice plain, where Vaneyke had been taken 
 -gegion during his absence. | _He saw the plot now as he never had before. aboard, ; a : 

iy: The Kaymuck chief, with his dogs and|The two villains Dane and Orsino had gone| A flock of wild swans occupied a basin of 

sledge, started for the coast, aboard the air ship. There was no use in stay-|water just around the ae of a _berg near 

Over the snow drifts went the Esquimau jing longer in the vicinity. and Batney and Pomp and Jack Mains had 

team. Frank put the machinery of the Sky e thought of Dr. Vaneyke. First of all he|taken their rifles and gone out to try and se- 
Scraper into motion. would search for him and find him dead orjcure several. P : . 

It was easy enough ‘to follow ‘the dogs and/alive. Then perhaps some active measure might| Mr. Vance and Sybil had accompanied them, 

-  gledge. For hours the journey went on. be taken to compel the villains to give up the This left Dane and Orsino upon the deck where 


Later in the day the sea: coast was .reached.|confession if it was really in tueir possession, jthey were conversing ina low, excited manner, k 
But oe a vast field of icebergs could be seenas| All now clambered aboard the Sky Scraper.|when Frank Reade, Jr., came out of the cabin . 


far as the eye could reach. Frank was the last, and as he crossed the|with Vaneyke. Ae 
The straits were closed for the Arctic winter.}rail Mr. Vance came from the cabin where he| ‘ Now is our golden opportunity,” Dane was 
But Kaylo soon found the cairn. . had left Sybil and said: saying. ‘‘ We have only to: knock over Reade 


A huge pile of stones it was upon a little] ‘‘ Mr. Reade, I owe youexplanationsin regardjand that old scientist and then we have the 
promontory. It was just now covered witn|to my daughter's conduct. You will thenjair-ship in our possession! 


ssnow, agree with me that the disappearance of that| ‘‘ But the girl,” said Orsino, 
i But this was quickly removed. The stones;confession is a very strange na _“Itis unlucky that she is not.on board, But 
B: were dislodged, and the cairn opened, “Indeed I believe you,” replie Frank. ‘“‘I;you see we shall not have another such a 


Frank Reade, Jr., searched the lictle pit in|don’t think you need explain.’ chance. We must fix it to get hold of her 

the earth carefully. A few moldly bits of} ‘* Allow me to give you a few facts, I knew)later. ep 
f paper and parchment were all that it contain |James Barton as a noble and upright young| ‘Thus the precious pair of rogues had planned 
ed. The young inventor realized with a thrilljman. He was to have wedded my daughter.|}when Frank Reade marched straight up to 
of horror that the eairn was empty, and that/I do not trust Wallace Dane. He has proposed|them. . 
the confession was gone. to Sybil and been refused. He was heard to} The young inventor's face wore a determined 





; make a threat that he would yet have per . er and his eyes snapped as he said 
a é ‘* Now this Orsino is a cunning raseal. Prob-|vigorously: 
a? . CHAPTER ‘XI. ably Dane has a grip on him. Learning that} ‘*‘Gentlemen, I ‘want that roll of fox skin 
Be TRE VILLAINS EXPOSED. the confession of Rhines was in existence and einen which you stole from the cairn, 
a Ir was an awful truth to face, Fora moment/that Barton would be cleared if it was found| Whick one of you has it?” ; 
. Frank was speechless, the scoundrel coneeived the idea of first get-| A bomb dropped at the feet of the villains 
All were waiting anxiously to see him pro-|ting possession of it and allowing Barton tojcould not have given them a greater shock. 
duce the written parchment. But the young|/die. This would dispose of him as a rival. So} For a moment neither could speak. Dane 
inventor drew back empty-handed. he at once sent Orsino up into this wild place|}was the first to recover. He tried to fain indif- 
** My God!” he groaned. ‘‘ It is gone!” to recover that bit of parchment.” ference. _ - , AY 
**Gonel’ * Ah!” said Frank, slowly, ‘“‘then you really| ‘‘1 don’t. understand you,” he said, supercil- 
The dismal ultimatum went from lip to lip.|believe that they have it?” iously. ““Whatdo you mean?” 7 
It was an awful thing to consider. Thatone| ‘TI do!” “You'll find out very quickly,” said Frank, 
-» thing which would save an innocent man from| ‘ But—how can we get possession of it?” resolutely, “if you don’t deliver up that con- 
__. the gallows was gone. : Mr. Vance set his lips tightly, ana his eyes|fession. I want it. 
ie ** Very likely it was never there,” said Wal jshone resolutely. ere 
lace Dane in an incredulous manner, ‘*It must be recovered if force is used!” CHAPTER XII 
“There is no doubt but that it was,” retorted|he declared, rigidly. ; 
 Frank.. * Wait awhile,” said Frank, evidently with ALL SCHEMES FAIL. 
eo, “Ah!” said the villain with his peculiar/sudden inspiration. ‘Leave matters in my| ‘ You will have to prove first that we have 
Be smile. ‘*‘ Where is it now then ?” hands, Mr. Vance. I will have that confession/got it,” said Dane, who was arguing to gain 
Fs Sybil had until now seemed likely to faint.|/if they have got it!” time, and made a side motion tu Orsino. 
But at these words, she seemed instantly to] ‘May “Heaven aid you,” was the fervent} The latter began to work around in Frank’s 
r gather wonderful strength, for springing for-|prayer of Vance. rear. 
ward she cried: Then Frank hurried into the pilot-house.| ‘I have plenty of proof,’ said Frank. 


“‘It has been stolen beyond a doubt. It is|The Sky Scraper was on its swift course back} ‘* You have?” 


the purpose of the thief to see that innocent] ¢o the aymuck village.  -Yes:” 

man hang.” First of all, Frank desired to settle the ques-| ‘‘ What is it 2” 

ay Her eyes were upon Dane. But that worthy/tion of Vaneyke’s fate. Then*he would turn| ‘Here is a gentleman who overheard the 
_ turned and began to converse languidly with|his attention to Dane and Orsino. whole of your rascally plotting. Come now, 

_ Orsino. The others were silent. Back went the air-ship. Over the Esquimau|the game is up. I give you this chance. De- 

Bi. “Yes, it is the work ofa fiend !” cried Sybil|town it passed. liver up the confession and I will land you in 


__-Vance in agonized tones, “he seeks the life of} Then suddenly a great cry went up from|Stockholm with the others. If you do not I ~ 
_ themantiove. Ah, cold and cruel. he is in-|those on the deck. Far below upon an ice-|shall take it from you by force, and leave you 
deed. Murderer he will be if he sees James/field a man was seen beet at full speed. here to a pleasant fate with the Eskimos,” 
Barton hang for that deed of which he is not} He was gesticulating wildly, and it needed| Dane laughed scornfully. : 

RN eats. but a glance to recognize Vaneyke, *“You talk confidently,” he said. ‘It will 
‘gt ““He must not hang!” cried Frank Reade,} The joy of all, when-the doctor was seen to|not be easy for you to take that from me by 
| determinedly. ‘‘ Do you really think, young!be safe and sound, cannot be expressed in|force.” 

 Jady, that there is ground for belief that the|words. | Frank turned to call Barney and Pomp. He 
confession was stolen from the cairn for the} The air-ship at once descended, and in a few|was very angry, and determined to carry out 
purpose of hanging James Barton ?” moments the doctor was taken aboard. his threat. 

Be Syhil turned a pallid but resolute face to-| He had spenta rather uncomfortable night} But even as he turned, Orsino with an ani- 
_ ward the young inventor, in the storm, but was kept from freezing by|mal like yell sprang forward. 
“TT know it,” she cried with conviction and/burrowing in the snow and pear for him-| He dealt Frank a terrific blow just back of 
earnestness. “ And there is a man who can|self a temporary snow house like that of the|the ear. The young inventor dropped as if. 
___ tell more about it if he chooses !” Esquimaux. 
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shot. 
_/. Her finger was pointed at Dane. A sensa- is heavy fur suit had Eee him well.) Dr. Vaneyke came to Frank’s assistance. 
_ tion was created. The villain’s face turned} When the storm subsided he once more sallied} But Dane dealt’him a fearful blow which sent 
Me white and red by turns. forth and this time was able to locate the|theold manin a half senseless heap over the 
_ _ “The girl is mad!” he exclaimed. ‘ What do} Kaymuck village. rail and into a snow-bank. 

I know about it? What motive would I have| The doctor was warmly welcomed and hasti-| Frank had fallen like one dead. Only for a 
in doing such a thing? How could I doit any-|ly recounted his experiences, though he said}/moment the two villains hesitated. 

pia pw can pe an alibi from first to last!’|/nothing of his motive in starting back ‘to the| Orsino had whisked out a knife. 

But Sybil had turned back to the air-ship}Kaymuck village to find Frank after his over-| ‘Shall I kill him 2” he hissed. 
upon her father’s arm. The subject was not|hearing of the conversation of the two vil-| ‘‘ No, you’llonly spill blood everywhere,” said 
_ pressed further. But Frank Reade, Jr. began|lains, Orsino and Dane. -1Dane, hurriedly. “Toss him overroard,. 
__todosome tall ee But after having partaken of refreshment/guess you've broken his neck any way.” 

_ “Ah! he muttered at length. “IthinkIcanjand recovered himself, the doctor managed to| Quickly both laid hands on the young in- 
zs see. This villian is in love with Miss Vance.|say in an undertone to Frank: | ventor. 
| He hopes to win her by putting Barton out of| “I want to see you upon a very import-| They threw his body out into the snow.’ Then 
_ the way. But who stole the confession; andjant matter.” — both started for the pilot-honse. The air-ship 
———— eg The young inventor was just a little sur-|was at their mercy. 
He came to a sudden stop. A startled|prised, but he only said: ‘Dane rushed into the pilot-house and seized 
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‘thought flashed across his mind. It caused] ‘All right! Come down into my state-room|a lever. 
hit to wonder why it had not come to him be-|in half an hour.” ee 8 ENS . But he did not understand what combination 
re 4! At that time Vaneyke was on hand. to set it upon to make the Sky Scraper ascend. 
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FRANK READE, JR.'S ‘SKY SCRAPER.” 


‘Tn thirty hours.” The Sky Scraper was an object of intense|the airth, Ameriky not ixcipted. Shure, av 
Frank threw a ladder over the rail. Down|wonderment to them. ¢ ie yee there's enytins yez hear of in any, part av the 
this he went and stood upon the steamer’s| Indeed, the ships of other nationalities in thejairth, if yez will go to Oireland yez will foind 


deck. He shook hands with Captain Bealsand|harbor sent ashore large quotas each day tojit twice as large.” 


was heartily welcomed. . view the wonderful air-ship. ‘** Dat am berry funny,” asseverated Pomp. 
'  §Suceinetly Frank told his story and explaim | This kept. Barney and Pomp busy, and also} ‘Fer instigance,” went on Barney. ‘“ Yez 
-- ed the character and mechanism of the Sky|tickled their vanity greatly, for nothing de-j|hev heerd tell av the Iffell tower. Shure, 
ms ocraper.. | - |lighted them more than an opportunity to ex-|they’ve wan in Dublin tin toimes as high, an’ 
3 The crew of the Orient listened with great/patiate upon the virtues and wonders of thejyez kin sit up there ona fair day an’ see the 
wonder. Captain Beals scratched his head|famous invention. 3 ; | north an’ south poles shtickin’ up into the air 
© perplexedly and said: i , Dr. Vaneyke found gratification of his plansjas ne as loife.” \ 

fee Well, Tl be keelhauled! I never reckoned|in conferring with the dignitaries of the town.| ‘‘Goliy!” gasped Pomp. . 


upon seeing ships sailing in the air. But the|He viewed many ancient relics, gatheted inter-| ‘‘ Thin we have great race horses in Oireland. 
world is gittin’ powerful smart, and it’s justiesting facts to be incorporated in his book,/Sure, wan av thim run a moile over ther Lim- 
such wonderful chaps as you are doing it too!”|which he intended writing upon his returnierick coorse in twinty-two seconds, by me own 

Then the passengers aboard the Sky Scraper, |home,." jwatch, Ivery British son-av-a-gun wint home 
Mr. Vathe, bil and Jack Mains, descended to} Then it was decided to proceed at once tojbroke thot day. But moind ye, thar’s no gir- 
the Orient’s deck and were booked as passen-|Thingvalla. ruls in the woorld so pooty as those in Oire- 

- 26rs.. . - be Accordingly the Sky Scraper spread its wings}/land. I saw a pretty flower in a hedge wan 
Mr. Vance gripped Frank’s hand heartily,|and left Reykjavik, amid the cheers of the pop-jday, an’ thinkin’ I’d loike it, I put me hand 


and said: | ulace. ' jupon it an’ got a divil ava schlap in ther jaw. 
“Mr, Reade, I shall never forget may journey} The mighty volcanic plain of Thingvalla was/Sure, it was'a Limerick gal, an’ she was loikea 
with you upon the Sky Scraper. I shall hope/distant but thirty-five miles, so it was but ajginnivine rose. But to tell yez about the Mol- 


__ to see you upon your completion of -your jour-|short while before it burst into view. . |lygobbler. It’s a very woild an’ fierce baste, 

ney around the world.” _ 7 The name is derived from the ancient terms:jan’ lives up in ther mountains av’ Tipperary. 

bil looked unutterable gratitude;.as she|Thing, to speak, and valla,a place. Here in.the/It’s as big as an elephant, an’ whin it roars it 

aid. in a choking voice: .. eart of a mighty volcanic region, many miles|kin shake a house to pieces. Many a poor divil 
** But for you my life would have been wreck-|in extent, were great sinks, sheer walls descend-|has the Mollygobbler gobbled up alive.” 


ed. Accept my undying gratitude” » ing into them, and fissures rent in basaltic} ‘‘ Huh!” exclaimed Pomp; ‘‘I don’ want no 
‘ Jack Mains pulled his foretop. _..,. Jrock, which looked as if hewn out by the hands/paht of sich a country as dat.” 9 . 
F * Hang me high,” he exclaimed in his sailor|ot ancient Titans. ‘** Whisht till I tell yez,” said Barney, solemn- | 


eo 


fashion, ‘‘I’ll never forget ye, akipper, and may} The action of the volcanic period had created|ly. ‘‘ Wan day me an’ Father MacFinn, the 
ye have luck on yer v’yage. God bless ye, sir,|a vasé natural amphitheater with a forum, andjvillage pret, wint out hunting fer foxes. Be- 
is all the pay a poor sailor can give ye!” Then|in this place the ancient Parliaments of the/jabers, I had great luck! I foired at wan, an’ 
he waved his hand to Barney and Pomp on the/|Icelandic peoples were held, as well ascouncils|the bullet turned siven ways an’ killed nine- 
Sky Scraper’s deck above. ‘Ill see yein port,jof war. teen, an’. carried thim all home on me back. 
mates, an’ may luck go wid yer’ _ Many and varied were the traditions con-jShure, there’s lots av foxes in Oireland.” 

_** Begorra, the same to yez!” cried Barney. nected with this council chamber of Nature’s| ‘‘ Law sakes!” Eerees Pomp. ‘‘I should sa 
Yo’ hab.mah bes’ respects!” said Pomp. handiwork... Far to the northward were thel|yo’ was right, ’sh. But you done tole me nuf- 
a Then Frank turned to Mr. Vancein farewell,|slopes of mighty Mount Hecla, with its per-fin’ bout yo’ ’sperience wif de Mollycobble,” 

and said: petual columns of fire and smoke, Barney lit his pipe. ied 
“T hope yoiti will get home in time to save} After leaving the plain of Thingvalla, or the} ‘‘Wu ores tc me a bit av toime?” he said, 
young Barton.” ‘‘ place of speech,” the raat went on to thejcalmly. ‘‘ Well, afther shootin’ the foxes, 
eA ‘He will,” declared Captain Beals. ‘‘The|Geysers. These were viewed briefly, and then|mesilf an’ ther priest. wint on until we seen 
first port we makeis St. Johns, Newfoundland,|Dr. Vaneyke said : hwat looked like a deep cave in the hills. 
and a telegram can be sent from there.” “All right, Frank! Iam ready now tocon |Shure, we wudn’t turn back, so in we wint. 
Of eourse, as Frank Reade, Barney and Pomp|tinue the journey around the world.” But there war sich a hot wind. cum out av it 
_ were to continue their journey around the} Up into the air shot the Sky Scraper. that we quickly came out agin. Well, whin 
world they could not learn at once the result} Frank sere, got his bearings, and set his}we got outside, | chanced to look up, an’ be nie 
of the reprieve. But in taking leave’of the|course. This was sess across Greenland/sowl, I seen a couple av big nloeby eyes, an’ wed 
Vances suffice it to say right here, that the re-}once more, and in a straight line for the North|yez belave it, ’twas no cave ai all, but the Mol- 


\ prieve did arrive in time, and-young Barton|Pole. .- yzobbler’s mouth we'd walked into.” 

was cleared and saved from the gallows. Such rapid progress was made that before omp’s wool rose and his eyes dilated. 

a It would be well to — also that a year later|/long they were over Scoresby’s Land, or North-| ‘‘ Massy sakes! wha’ yo’ doneden, honey?’ 
loving and true Sybil Vance became his hap-|east Greenland. ‘** Begorra, we both cut fer our loives, an’ we 


Ri; py bride. Neither Dane nor Orsino troubled} While at Sereyesie the aerial voyagers hadjniver wint huntin’ fer ther mollygobbler 
hem afterward for they did not return from}been comfortable in ordinary clothing, but now|agin!” 
the Arctic regions alive, losing their lives in|they were obliged to don their heavy furs once} There was a long and painful silence. Pomp 


a crevasse a short time after having again fra-|more. looked as if he was undergoing a hard process 
ternized with the Kaymucks. The cold grew intense as the Sky Scraperjof mental digestion. Presently he remarked : 
as —_—— sped over the frozen wilds of the Northern! ‘‘Datam berry funny, Vish. I’se no doubt 
aa CHAPTER XIV. Jontinent. yo’m tellin’ de troof.” 
oy BARNEY AND POMP EXCHANGE IDEAS. There was little of interest in the flight . Bejabers, I had a priest wid me!” 


Hus terminated happily the first chapter in| across Greenland, . Yah, obco’se! I take yo’ wo’d fo’it, But 
the series of remarkable area sarpents by| It was an unvarying monotony of ice and|daram some berry large animiles down in de 
_ the crew of the Sky Scraper. New and more|snow, and all were glad finally to see the waters/paht ob Georgy I cum from.” 


thrilling incidents were in store. ! of Baffin’s Bay burst into view. ** Bejabers, will yez tell av wan?” 
oe Frank did not at once leave Iceland. ' Here Frank shaped his course more to the} ‘I kin do dat, ish. I wo’ked fo’a man who 
a Dr. Vaneyke was anxious to spend some lit-| northward. ¥ kep’a hundred and fifty mules. Well, one 


tle time in research upon this wonderful little| {It had:been decided not to attempt any ex-|morning dis child heerd a great kermotion. I 
_ island, with its barren characteristics upon|ploration of the Polar regions, this having been|done got up an’ looked out, ob de windy, and 
' which it seems almost incredible that human|accomplished on a former trip. wha’ yo’ fink I saw? Golly! fo’ gracious! dar 
life should be supported. | ‘We must get over the Arctic Circle and|was a-tremenjis big critter jist scrapin’ up de 
_ * Yet,” said the scientist enthusiastically,;}|down into Siberia before another week,” de |bones ob de last mule!” 
here lived and ruled the famous Snarro Stur-jclared Frank, There was another pause. Barney astutely 
__leson the chief of Norwegian poets and histor-| So the Sky Scraper was pat to full speed.|puffed at his pipe. en suddenly removing 
_  ians, Here was written the famous Heims-|As the Pole was approached the cold becamel|it from his mouth, heasked : 
_ kringla or World Circle consisting of an ac-|intense. ‘** Well, phwat-.was it?” 
count of all the Nopwerssn kings from mytbic|} Barney and Pomp, however, managed to} ‘“‘ Why, jist a common Georgy house fly!” 
times down to A. D. 1150. Famous old Saga-|have a good time, The two jokers were up tojreplied,Pomp, quietly. 
man was Sturleson. Here at Reykjavikin the|their old tricks, and brimful of mischief. — 
_ year 1477 there arrived a Genoese barque cap-| Barney loved to gull the darky with mon- CHAPTER XV 
tained by a long visaged, gray-haired mariner|strous stories of the ‘‘ ould sod,” and generally i 
_ from Genoa, who took an amazing interest in|he found a credulous listener. As it happened|4 HUNT IN THE JUNGLE—A STARTLING SUR- 
hunting up traditions and evidence of the’ex-|Pomp had never been in Ireland, so he never PRISE. 
_ istence of a mighty unexplored continent to|disputed the Celt’s word, but simply listened) For a moment Barney sat quite still. He 
- the southwest visited in tradition and no doubt} with mouth agape and reverent wonder. did not venture to dispute, his friends’ word. 
in very fact by Eric the Red.” ; ‘** Bejabers, yez kin talk about huntin’ white|But after atime he drew a long breath, dump- 
“This same Genoese captain was no other|bears in the Arctic or der tiger in India,” saidjed the contents of his pipe and arising walked 
than Columbus, and it was no doubt.from the| Barney, solemnly, ‘‘but I tell yez, naygur, itjsolemnly away. 3 
_ Icelandic tradition that he obtained the theory|ain’ta fig to der huntin’ we has in ould Oire- Pomp did the same. The grim humor of 
of the existence of anew world. _. land. Have yez iver heerd avy ther larfin’ mol-jtheir natures forbade any outward exhibition 
__ “A very interesting fact!” said Frank Reade, |lygobbler?” of doubt, but somehow Barney could not help 
Jr., ‘‘andone which I daresay isnotcommonly| ‘* Kain't say as I eber did,” replied Pomp,|a vague impression that Pomp had made a 
known,” | with honest, wide open: eyes. ‘little the best of it. 
 * ¥et it is a fact!” declared Dr. Vaneyke,| ‘‘Whurroo! Half av yez loife is wasted!| The 5 hl ca de booming along. | 
positively. ‘‘I would like also to visit the gey-|Talk about yez gorilla an’ yez megotheridums!}. Dr. Vaneyke noted the different localities 
ers and the famous Plain of Thingvalla!” I tell ye yez should see the Oirish Mollygob-|passed over. Kane Basin was one, and then 
** You shall have your desire!” said Frank. |bler. An’ faith, I'll tell yez a story about thaticame Grant Land, and the scene of so many 
So the air-ship made a landing ip Reykhjavik|same.” . hardships experienced by exploring parties in 
with the kindly permission of the governor.| Pomp looked acquiescent and interested, so|the past. 
The simple natives of the island showed all] Barney confidently went on. At 83 deg. 24 min. north latitude the spot 
evidences of their inherent and reputed hospi-} ‘‘Now yez must know that Oireland, thejreached by Lockwood and Brainard was passed 
_ tality. land ay me nativity, is the foinest counthry on'over, and then came the open Polar Sea. 
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_ It required some while to cross this and]carcass into the path and heaped some brush| Frank studied the situation several moments. A 2 


make a southern course. Then gradually thelover it. 


Arctic Circle of the Eastern Hemisphere began| Then he pushed on in quest of Barney and|ventive faculties now stood him in good stead. ey 


to draw nearer. Pomp. He heard their rifles again and soon 
The Island of Nova Zembla was sighted,|signaled them. ike 


' 


and then the white peaks of the Byronga} When he came up, they had a deer and half|drew careful aim! If he could strike it he — Be 


But ‘his courage did not fail him and his in- a 


Through the pilot-house window he could 
see the electric gong. He raised his rifle and 


Mountains, | a score of fine pheasants, Truly, it was a|could set the alarm going. 


Frank now followed the coast to the delta ofsportsman's paradise. 


the river Lena. Evidences of human life now; ‘ Begorra!” cried Barney, enthusiastically,|Even as he drew aim Barne 
became plentiful. ‘*T niver found foiner shootin’ in all me loife.|and cried: iy ie 
‘Shure, sor, that will doif yez kin hit it.” | 
“I can try,” said Frank with lipstightly set =| 


Primitive towns were noted and outlandish|Shure it's to the queen’s taste!” | 
people were seen. It its height it could not be} ‘‘Golly! I jes’ lak fo’ to try mah luck on an- 
seen what effect the appearance of the Skyjother deer,” said Pomp. 

‘Scraper had upon the people. **Go an, a black ape!” cried Barney. ‘* Ye 

Until the city of Yokontsk was reachedjniver killed that deer in all yer loife!” 

Frank held asoutheast course. Then he veered! ‘‘ Don’ yo’ be sosuah, chile! I done fink mah 


This would be sure to awaken Vaneyke, 


as he drew aim, 


ysaw his purpose 


One moment his keen eye glanced along the 


barre]. Then the rifle spoke, 


; , if 
The next moment the electric gong was go- 


to the southwest. bullet had jes’ as much right to kill it as yo’s|ing for all it was worth. 
Hundreds of miles of barren territory werejhab!” ; he giants seemed astounded and cameto a 
covered, The situation was explained to Frank, and/hajt, , They seemed inclined to set the air-ship 


The scenes witnessed would fill volumes, but|he was asked to referee the dispute. This was|qown for an investigation, but something 0¢- 


no incidents worthy of note occurred until onejhow it happened. 
day, after days of swiftsailing, the Sky Scraper}; The deer had leaped into the open, and the 


the mighty range of the Himalayas. Both bullets hit the mark, but one passed 


The oa was crossing the Kwanlun|through the back and another through the] ryshe 
f : . 

, Range into Thi : 

‘ make a descent. 
Thousands of miles had been covered thusjtain that either ball would have proved fatal.) His hand pressed the motive lever, and there- _—s} 


bet, when Frank decided tojheart. { 
As the backbone was disintegrated, it was cer- 


curred at that moment to prevent, 


crossed the sandy Desert of Shamo and sighted|two hunters. had fired at the same moment. Aachen tee Berney a Shure there 8 the * 
Dr, Vaneyke had been aroused, and now 
dout ofthe cabin, Hewasatrifledazed, | 


but seemed to take in the situation readily. 
He made a quick dive into the pilot-house, 


far. All were willing and eager to once more|/But each claimed the shot which cleft the|cuit was astonishing to the Thibetans. 


set foot on terra firma. deer’s heart. 
So, selecting what looked like a favorable| ‘‘ What a foolish sae quarrel about,” said| 
spot in a little green valley, Frank allowed the|/Frank, poeenray: ** Hither bullet. was suffi- 
Sk Scraper to descend. cient to kill. You must divide the honor, which 
he air-ship settled down gracefully and|belongs to one as much as the other,” 
rested upon a grassy knoll near a dense jungle.| And soit was settled, though both hunters 
There ha been visible no sign of human hab-|grumbled not a little on the return to the air- 
itation, and it was fair to assume that the vi-|ship. 
‘cinity was free from such. The jungle seemed to be full of game. 
This was what Frank desired, for he had nojother wood deer was shot, and some Serene: 
desire of falling in with any-of the natives,|Then the deer shot by Frank was found. 
who would be likely to be hostile. ey had been absent from the air-ship 
The natives of this section were a cross be-jabout two hours, | 
tween the oneoee the Hindoo, and the Mo-| The hunt had been a glowing success, and all 
hammedan, and an ignorant, war-like class.|were in high feather. utas they traveled on 
Intercourse with them would not be-at all|through the jungle, Barhey, who was in ad- 
pleasant. 5 vance, suddenly dropped his load and gasped : 
Our voyagers being now in a semi-tropical) ‘‘ Mitherav Mercy! Phwat do yezcall that? 
clime, had long sincé laid aside their furs, and|I niver seen the loikes av that foot afore!” 
were now dressed in white duck suits and cool] In the soft soil of the jungle path there were 
shade hats of cork. - |many footprints. They came from a travers- 
All leaped out upon the green turf with ex-|ing path and were monstrous in size, Frank 
hilaration. Barney’s restless spirit however|gavea sharpcry of comprehension. i 
cropped out. ‘**No doubt they are Thibetan giants!” he 
‘‘Begorra, it’s a hunt I must have!” he cried.|cried, ‘ they are going in the direction of the 


‘* Shure, naygur, are yez wid me ? air-ship. If they find it the consequences may 


**If Marse Frank am willin’,” said Pomp. be serious. Forward, lively ! 


strides and savage yells. 


Like a bird of the air,the Sky Scraper leaped | 
aloft out.of their clutches, Up it went likea | 


rocket for a thousand feet. 


And it might have continued going had not 


Dr. Vaneyke shut off speed and held it in sus- 
pense, — 


Two of the giants had clung to the rail and, 9 
An-|had gone up toa dizzy height before relaxing | 
their grip. When they did let go, they were © 


dashed tothe groundandtodeath 
The Thibetans stood, gazing upward for 


some while, like those stupefied. Some of | 
them, evidently imbued with superstition, fell — 


upon their faces abjectly. 

Others were angry, and shook their battle 
clubs and danced about madly. And now our 
friends in the jungle suddenly found them- 
selves imperiled. 


Barney, in an indiscreet moment, had ex- 


posed himself, The giants saw him, and the 


sight created a sensation among them, . 
One moment they stood in evident surprise, 
Then they came after the 


Frank Reade knew that flight was the only 


” course, For them tostand their ground in face 


“Go ahead!” cried Frank, “but don’t get} The three hunters dropped their loads of|9£Such numbers would be folly. 


into trouble.” . game in the path and rushed forward. A mo- 
** Don’t yez worry about that!” cried Barney.|ment later they burst “ont of the jungle. An 

‘Wait till yez see the foine rabbit I'll bring\jastounding and terrifying sight was revealed 

back.” to them. 

» “You may get bigger game,” said Dr. Van-| Theclearing held fully a score of natives the 

eyke. ‘I have no doubt there are tigers in the|like of which they had never seen before. 

bush, and as for human foes, perhaps you have|They were of a Mongolian type, barbarously 


So the young inventor shouted: 
**Into the jungle, boys! We must give them 
the slip.” 


Barney and Pomp needed no second bidding, — 
not hesitate to obey their employer, a 


They di 
Frank led the way. . 
The chase through the jungle was an excit- 


not heard of the Thibetan giants. Somewherelclad and literal giants in stature. The shortest|ing one. 


in these parts there is a nation of them, and|could not have been less than séven feet high. 
oe are a savage crew indeed.” 
Oo 


The giants were close behind and seemed to 
But what filled the three white men with|be spreading their lines with the evident pur- 


wever, Barney and Pomp were not to belhorror was the spectacle of half a-score of the|Pose of surrounding the fugitives. Frank fore- 


deterred by any such report as this.. They/giants who had lifted the Sky Scraper bodily 
took their rifles and soon disappeared in thejupon their shoulders and were carrying it away 
forest. . as if it were a toy. : 


saw this. 


The young inventor kept glancing upwards a a 


and was satisfied that they were seen by Dr. 


Frank and the doctor were left-on board the| A more astounding state of affairs could| V@neyke. 


ey sat under the awning on deck for sume 





: while engaged in smoking. Then Frank threw CHAPTER XVL 


away his cigar and said: | 
“tpon my word, doctor, I wish I had gone OVER THE HIMALAYAS, 
hunting with the boys. I feel just like a bit} Tue Thibetan giants had lifted the Sky 
of exercise.” Scraper as if it wereastick of timber, and 
‘It is not too late to overtake them!” de-|were actually carrying it bodilyaway. Frank, 


_ ¢lared the scientist. ‘“‘Go ahead and I will|Barney and Pomp, in the verge of the jungle, 


_ by the distant crack of a rifle. 


stay aboard the air-ship.” 


tack from the natives.” imself. 


gazed upon the spectacle literally dumfounded.|tives looking upward saw the needle-li 
**T don’t think there is any danger of an at-| It was some time before Frank could recover|zle of the gun thrust downward. ae 
hen there wasa lightning flashandaterrific 
‘*Of course not,” said the doctor, “I feel) He knew that Vaneyke was_on board, and|thunderous roar in the jungle. 
like taking anap and Tllturnin. Go ahead.”|probably asleep in the cabin. Why did he not|trembled and the dr 


The air-ship was rapidly descending and 


drawing nearer. Suddenly Frank shouted: 
‘*Hold on, Barneyand Pomp. Wait here!” 


His admonition was atimely one. Histrain- _ | 
ed ear had heard the snap of the breechofthe 


electric gun aboard the Sky Scraper. 


He knew that Vaneyke meant to use the a 


deadly weapon, 
There was a.moment of suspense. The fugi- 


So the matter was settled. Dr. Vaneykelawake? leaped into the air. 


went below to take a nap and Frank with his} What was to be done? A thousand plans 


jungle at a lively gait. 
He could only guess at the direction taken|could rend the air-ship into fragments. It was 
by the two hunters, but he was guided finallyjan awful critical moment, 


*‘ Phere they are,” he muttered, ‘‘ they have|Barney, half raising his gun. 
bagged something already!” : 
At that moment there was a rustling in the} But Frank put up his hand. 
copse near. Then a beautiful specimen of the} ‘‘No,’ he said. ‘Wait a moment. That 
jungle deer leaped out. would not do.” 
The creature hesitated one fatal moment. It| Then a plan occurred to him. 
allowed Frank to get his rifle to his shoulder} He saw that if Vaneyke could only be arous- 


and fire. — ed he might set the wings in motion, and by}abo 


Dr. Vaneyke was seen at the rail making ~— 
elephant rifle started to find Barney and Pomp,|chased each other through Frank’s brain. gestures to the fugitives to run back to the 
he young inventor strode away through the} The Thibetans were savage looking brutes,|clearing. The shot from the gun had probably 
and no doubt, at the slightest provocation,|cleared the way. ee 

They were not long in following this instruc- __ 
tion. Back they went, leavin 
‘*Bejabers, I’ll foire at ther thieves!” said|to the right as the fire spread. hee 
The giants were upon the other side of this, 
** Pick yo’ man, Dish!” rejoined Pomp, In a few moments the fugitives wereonce more 
in the clearing. Sea 


The Sky Scraper was just over their heads, 


fugitives with loping 
| 


ke muz- 


. * The ground ne " 
y grasses igniting, flames 


ga wall of flame ES 


Down it settled and once more rested upon the 
ground. a 


Frank and Barney and Pomp quickly went 


The deer leaped in the air and fell dead. ascending save the air-ship, But how was he ing scene below was revealed. 


This was good game, and Frank pulled the'to awaken the scentist ? 


ard. Up sprung the air-ship and the thrill- 
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he giants were fleeing before the flames 
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‘Still there was risk, I suppose a powerful tor. It is not often one has the chance of wait-| The Hindoo ruler looked aghast. 








bones for any one of you?” 





ful,” declared the lieutenant. **Don’ know about dat, sah,” said Pomp,|plained the matter to the rajah, But it was a 
fe Dr. oor had never had any fears any-|witha wry face. ‘‘I kain’t say I’m stuck on|long while before the ruler could reconcile him- 
| way as to the result of the battle. It had been|dem air kind ob kings, But I spec he brung|self to it. 

_a foregone conclusion with him that the tigers|his own body servants wif him.” . : However, he finally conformed to there gula- 
would be wiped out of existence. ‘Oh, no,” replied Frank. ‘‘I can’t.carry the|tion, and in a few words curtly given, sent his 
__ The rajah could not restrain the joyful|whole tribe. Only his majesty himself mustjretinue from the deck. ; 
demonstrations of his people. go.” P ; For a moment in a spasm of,offended dignity 
_ The conqueror of the dreaded man-eaters}| “I don’ fink dat will wuk,” said = ORD, he seemed inclined to follow. But he quickly 
was to them a personage more than ordinary.|doubtfully. ‘‘ Howsumdever, I’se gwine to fix|recovered. Turning away, he went forward 
‘They insisted upon carrying the Sky Scraper|up de state room, as yo’ orders me,” and said nothing more until the air-ship was 
_ upon their shoulders back to the town. Pomp slid away to execute this mission. The}high in air, 

| Arrived there our voyagers were given an|jothers also went about various preparations, hen his enthusiasm overcome all feelings of 
| Ovation. The ae pessed without any special .inci-|injured dignity and he rushed to the rail re- 
| “T tell you these people will always be grate-|dent. With the early morning light all were|zarding the scene so far below, with eager sat- 
| ful to you, Mr. Reade,” declared Holcombe. | Stir. , : fy isfaction. 

Drums were beating and sig le'were scurry-| Frank let the Sky Scraper mount full a 

















“They will never forget it.” . : 
| proce! sald ne warmly, a a eee toe a and thither in +t for the Me} it 
to know that. Certainly, we enjoyed the tiger : : course for the Mejum City, - 
heat very much. Itisa rare mea tf 6 The king or rajah had given it forth that war| Of course it did not alee long to make the 
. tavern ld oe it uae be in the manner ee er eee the Mejums. @his had/journey. 7 | 
you pursue it. I wish I was the possessor of : rae What required two days of laborious march- 
one of those suits of armor!” * War is the instinct cf savage nature. Atlino for the Hindoo soldiers the Sky Scraper 
_ But our friends now were looking forward|°n¢ce active preparations were in progress, could accomplish in a few hours. . aay 
eagerly to the return of the messengerfrom the] The Kampoor warriors were marshaled sev-|" 1+ was in the middle of the afternoon that 
Mejums’ city, where Alice and her father, Cap-|¢ral hundred strong in the main square of thel\joiym came to view. Then all crowded to the 
tain Amos Bright, were supposed to be held ee pee the on reviewed t Te q|rail to get a look at the Hindoo city. 

ie Mice foreche ae We the Mei them Th It was situated upon the side of a mountain 
MOY BUATLE? TOF the Ciby Of Une Bez ums. ®/and seemed to be a collection: of stone houses, 


ee and party were waiting. ome of them several stories in height. 


e voyagers stood upon the main deck|® : ; 
awaiting the coming of the rajah with some so a ee eiruete Weanste tia eg 


t pnpeycnces Holcombe was particularly res-/of cannon which had been secured in some 


battle with the English, 

The Mejums were really considered one of 
he strongest tribes in India. They were skill- 
ul fighters and very courageous, _ 
eich een ot the ¢ ae on the Kampoor 
ae - : ; ajah seemed much affected. . 
| girl is alive and safe. But her father was It takes kings a good while to! «Tt sahib can destroy that city!” he cried, 
| killed!” move. You ought to know that-as you repre-\« he will be the first to do it, for hundreds of 


Pe we : sent monarchical government!” . : 
A, . Lieut. Holcombe was much excited. “Bus we are ruled by. a queen!” declared pets the Mejums have ruled the Mountain of 


‘We must goatonce to her rescue!” he cried. | Holeombe. appreciatin lly. * hing| sePpaul.” 

| “Think you, Rajah, that her captors will do|slow about Victoria,” © fe may NERDS, Frank smiled at this, 

| __ her harm 2” 3 ‘‘ Begorra, there'll be nothin’ slow about our| ‘It is easy for me todo that!” he said. “And 

| §—S-»«- The * Rajah shook his head with a smile, king whin your people are koind enough to set|/yet_.I have no desire to do so. Indeed, if thei~- 
“The teachings of Brahma will not allow rea Oireland free!” deelared Barney. ajah will only deliver up the white prison, 

a that,” he said. at Have no fear ; you will find 66 Ireland could not govern itsel !” replied I will do him no harm.” i 

__ her safe, sahib. Holcombe, coolly. ‘‘She cannot get along with-| _Munyadi shook his head. y 

| Holcombe turned to Frank Reade, Jr., who|out Englaud !” “No _use, sahibl” he said, “he will not q 

ce oa nodded and said : ’ 66 Bejabers give her a thrialan’ see!” explod- that. You will have to tame him.” 


} prisoners, 

_ Especially was Lieut. Holcombe anxious, 

_ ‘That day passed and yet another. Then upon 

| the third morning there was great excitement 

a in the Hindoo town. 

| The messenger returned and made his repor 

tothe Rajah, om ; , 
_ The latter sent for Frank and Lieut, Hol- Why don't the yellow scoundrel come?” he 

- eombe. They hastened at once to his bunga-|f"med angrily. asn't he sense enough to}; 


: know that we are waiting for him? Time is 
low, and there Munyadi tuok them by the waluxbles f 


hand each, and said: - ; xa 
_ “Thave good news for sahibs, The young FG tal cap rari Holcombe,” laughed Frank 


. __* Will not sahibs permit Munyadi to go with| « An’ the more unfortunate for England!” re-\city. It was a thrillingscene which was spread 
_ them? His army is at their disposal.” _ _. |torted Barney, “but niver moind, the day is|below. 
| _—«Holeombe looked at Frank, The young in-|coming, an’ it ain’t far off, beshure! Thin ye’ll| The natives seemed out in force, and the 
| ventor was silent for a moment. see Barney O’Shea houlding his lawful skeptre| Whole city was thrown into a great state of ex- 
| _ He had no doubt of his ability to handle the|in the halis av his ancestral castle!” _ citement at sight of the air-ship. 
|  Mejumssingle-handed, but yet he reflected the} «J would be willing to see Ireland free to| Great crowds swarmed upon the house-tops 
_ generous offer of Munyadi was not to be s0|see that!” laughed Holcombe, and the others|@2d the city walls, Many were foolish enough 
a easily overlooked. The aid given by the Hin-|jgughed also. “I didn’t know you had such an|t0 shoot arrows up toward the aerial monster 
_ doo army would be a valuable adjunct. illustrious pedigree, Barney.” _|with apparent hope that it would bring him 
__ So, with sudden impulse, he said : ‘*Niver moind the pidigree!” said Barney,|40wn. 
a syaja, I accept your generous offer with a|/ with aroll of his comical mug. ‘I kin tell yez|) Frank was undecided just how to open a 
great deal of pleasure, How soon will your|the O’Sheas were Oirish kings, an’ it’s royal|parley with the Mejum rajah. 
men be ready to start ? blood I ’ave in me veins this very minuit.” He consulted Holcombe, who in turn inter- 


__* Before another sunrise, sahib,” replied the) “T.yeky man! We are proud to know you!”|\viewed Munyadi. The latter suggested that 
| _ Kampoor ruler. said Holcombe, ironically,and everybody laugh-|they descend until one of the guards could be 
|  _ This wasdelay ; yet how could it be avoided ?|ed spoken on the city wall. 


| rank and Holcombe exchanged glances, | But this somewhat warm and amusing en-| This seemed a good idea. Munyadi volun- 
How long will it take your mento march|counter was brought to asudden and startling|teered to act as interpreter, 


} - to Mejum ?” asked Frank. So the Sky Scraper was allowed to settle 


Both white men winced, They saw at once|Pomp. the walls of the city. 
‘how the thing was. People of this clime were| This was true. Munyadi was approaching} The air was full of flying arrows, and great 

_ mot accustomed to the expeditious movement/the Sky Scraper ina leisurely manner. crowds of the natives surged below. But 
| of any live American. He was preceded by about a dozen gaily)jwhen Munyadi appeared at the rail and ad- 
| _—sCHloleombe looked dismayed, but an ideacame|clad young men, each bearing some particularjdressed them in their own tongue they sub- 
| to Frank which suggested a way out of thejroyal token. Behind followed the small armyjsided. . 

«difficulty. ; of servants allotted to a Hindoo king, They listened with apparent interest to the 
ae - “All right, rajah!” he said, cheerily. “‘You| The party came up to the Sky Scraper, and al|words of the Kampoor rajah. 3 
_ get your army ready and send them along.|number of them at once climbed aboard. In a| <A sentinel on the wall opened a parley with 
_ ‘Then you come on board the Sky Scraper and|twinkling the deck of the Sky Scraper was|Munyadi. The latter would then interpret to 
__we will go on ahead!” crowded with them. Frank and Holcombe. ‘ , 

_ Holeombe looked relieved and the rajah’s| Holcombe, who took in thesituation, winked| ‘‘We send greeting to Mejum!” said Mun- 
face beamed, at Frank, and then nearly lost himself in con-|yadi, with a flourish. ‘‘ We are masters of the 
- After all, the Hindoo ruler’s prime impulse|vulsions of laughter. air and kings of the clouds. But we come not 
was to get a ride aboard the Sky Scraper. The} ‘“‘ What did I tell you, Frank?” he said,/to Seny nor to injure.” ; 
matter was settled to the satisfaction of all. jaside. ‘‘ What do you think of the cargo?” “Greeting to the flying people,” replied the 
“Allright, sahib!” said Munyadi, cheerfully.| For the first timein many years, Frank near-|guard. ‘‘ How shall we serve you?” 3 
‘I am your servant!” ly lost his equanimjty. unyadi came up to| ‘‘ We ask only that which is right, and will 
| At once Frank and Holcombe returned to the|him with a flattering smile and embraced him.|do you no harm if we are given it.” 

_ Sky Scraper. The plan was revealed to the} ‘‘I am ready, sahib,” he said, complacently.| ‘* We will serve the great rajah.” e 

iy others, ; ** But—you—how—which—why, I can’t take} ‘‘ We ask for the English girl whom your 
Come, Pomp!” said Frank, jocularly, “‘you|}such a load aboard this air-ship,” spluttered|noble rajah now holds a prisoner. Give her up 
want to bnsy yourself at once about getting|Frank. ‘‘It is impossible. Really, rajau, I|to us and we depart.” 


he stateroom ready for our distinguished visi-'only expected to take you!” The guard returned an evasive answer, and 


low from one of their paws might have broken|ing upon a real live king!” ~ * Ah, sahib, you do not understand!” he said, © | 
‘“ These are my servants, and no Hindoo ruler’ — 


-* Ah, yes,” agreed Frank; “but we escaped : 7 can travel without them.” | 
hat calamity.’ OHAPTER XX. Frank looked appealingly at Holcombe, who 
“ For which we all have reason to be thank-] ON TO MEJUM—THE PARLEY, now came to his relief. The lieutenant ex- 


e little Kampoor|thousand feet into the air, Then he set his — 


_. ** We will start at once.” dB . * Divil ach has she i h ‘Then let it be so!” cried Frank, ‘* tame him, | 
_ Munyadi lifted his hand in a friendly gesture vit vee | Ea Seance Ba ADE Nek Hee I will.” fore re : 
and said: ‘‘ Which is the more fortunate for her!” The Sky-Scraper now hung over the walled 


close, ; 
*‘Hardly two days!” was the rajah’s reply. “Golly, here comes de king hissef!” cried|down until it was but afew hundred feet above 
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_ Some time passed before the Mejum rajah|blast. 
appeared on the scene, But others rushed forward to take theirjlieved death upon him. To escape the cord of 


te 
My 4 
| 
a” 


pressed with the Spree ae of the air-ship. Frank sent another bolt into anotherstreet.jovertake him so summarily. Fate.was not — 


ms ‘Che me eae rajah listened suavely, and then|superhuman work. 


= 
re 
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. sensation. deed the Mejums could not reach the palace,|ence. 


ous young lieutenant, but he was not quite/over the rail. 
- quick 


‘Instantly the whole crowd of Hindoos set up a/All depended upon their success in finding 


- the programme. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 
FAREWELL TO INDIA. ROL 
IN that awful moment Sydney Holeombe 


Jeclared that he would send word to the Me-| A great pit was torn in the paving and the 
jum ruler. natives were driven back before the terrible 










He was a powerful built and savage looking places, and fora time there was thrilling work./the ‘Thug seemed eee 
fellow; yet it could be seen that he was im-|The air was filled with flying missiles, But it was not ordained that_death should 


Munyadi opened parley with him, and made}|A literal barricade of debris was raised. thus so unkind. 


his formal demand for the release of Alice] Such awful lightning like visitations the} He had been so eager in his attempt to reach 


the grated door of the prison cell in which he 
believed Alice would be found, that he had 
made reply: — ut yet they swarmed forward in legions to-|failed to heed anything else in his path. 
* The flying open men may return the way| ward the rajah’s palace. That dignitary him-| But the moment the Hindoo murderer sprang 
nglish girl has promised to|self could be seen in the van trying to incite}upon him and the deadly cord flashed before 
his eyes, he realized exactly in what a despe- 
rate predicament he was. 


Bright. Mejums could not comprehend. It seemed like 


em. 

hen Munyadi translated this reply Hol-| Frank could have slaughtered hundreds of 

combe was so bitterly enraged that he sprang|them from his commanding position, but he} The work of the Thug is quick and deadly. 

to the rail and cried fiercely: took care not to fire into the throng. To avoid it only the quickest of action can be 
** That is a lie!” : Always the bolt was directed to strike in|made. 

Of course his words were not understood by|front of them and simply drive them back, And he acted quickly, but it would not have 

the Mejum rajah, but his manner created a| And this scheme worked to perfection. In-|saved him, had it not been for other interfer- 





and the dreadfuldynamite gun so easily and? As it chanced, Barney and Frank Reade, Jr, 
CHAPTER XXI quickly manipulated, hel@ them at bay in ey-jhad followed the impetuous young Englishman 
j oy direction. down the stairs. It was fortunate for him that 
AT THE PALACE—THE THUG, atisfied at length that he had the mob under'they did so. 
FRANK would have restrained the impetu-|control, Frank now threw a long rope ladder} Just in time Frank saw the lightning-like 
leap of the Thug. The young inventor realized 
enough, Arming himself, he cried to Holeombe and |the need of quick action. 

No man was quicker on the draw or more 
deadly in aim than Frank Reade. Instantly his 
pistol went up. 

He saw the murderous cord flash through the 
yell and began to make hostile demonstrations| Alice. air, and simultaneously with the movement he 
toward the air-ship. If she was in the palace and safe, she might|pulled the trigger. 

Frank pulled Holcombe back just in time to|be rescued. But there was a possibility that} The cord_had pressed young Holcombe’s 
revent his being perforated by several bullets,/she was not. windpipe. In another moment the steel-like 
or a number of the natives had guns, Over the air-ship’s rail the three daring res- grip of the Hindoo would have disintegrated 

** 'W hat did you do that for?” cried the young|cuers went. is spinal column, 
inventor, Erp te “It was very wrong!” For a few moments their position was arisky| But the bullet, swift as powder could propel 

af Ww Sonat fumed Holcombe. ‘‘ Wrong to re-jand most unenviable one, for the air was yet\it, struck the arm of the Thug. It shatte 
fute that lie? Let me down there and [ll fight| thick with flying arrows, the elbow and the cord dropped loosely at the 
them single handed!” But most of these were spent before they; would-be victim’s feet. 

“Don’t be a fool!” protested Frank. ‘‘ You|reached the air-ship. It did not take long to} While with a mad yell of agony the Hindoo 
are most unwise!” glide down the ladder and into a little court-/fell ina faint, The next moment Frank and 

“AmI? Well, so beit. Blow up the whole|yard. Barney caught Holcombe’s tottering form, 
set of them. Wecan rescue Alice in no other| The three plucky rescuers had no means of} ‘‘My God! don’t tell me the Thug accom- 


The effect upon the Mejum rajah was most/|Barney: 
peculiar. ‘“*Come! let us go down!” 
He gave a loud shout and flung up his arms.} It was an exciting moment for Holcombe, 


way. knowing what they would meet upon entering plished his work!” cried Frank, frantically. 
“Well, it looks as if we will have to now,”|the palace. ‘I will not have itso, Ah, thank Heaven, he 
declared Frank. It might be filled with armed men for aught|lives!” 
““Look here!” cried Holcombe _ testily.|they knew. ‘‘Be me sowl, that’s thrue!” cried Barney, 
** What harm was there in my words?” In that case it would be necessary to fight. joyfully. ** Shure it was a close call!” 
‘** A great deal,” replied Frank. ‘“‘ You have}The result could not be foretold. Yet they} ‘“‘ You are right, friends!” gasped Hol- 
broken the Te had no thought of turning back. combe, as he recovered from the effects of the 
‘* What would have come of it?” Frank led the way through an arras hung'strangling, ‘“‘ but for you, though, I would now . 


“Itis hard to tell. I think, however, that|doorway and they were inthe inner court of|be a dead man!” 
we could have impressed our superiority upon|the palace. 
“hat villian tosuch an extent that we could} Here anumber of Hindoo women crouchediless!” cried Frank. ‘‘ Didn’t you realize the 
have got Alice without bloodshed.” upon rugs about and appeared to be in awful risk of rushing alone into this place?” 

** Don’t you believe it!” declared Holcombe )terror, ‘*No,” replied the young lieutenant; ‘I 
forcibly. ‘‘ You could have done nothing of| Holcombe who had 4 smattering of the Hin-|thought only of Alice. Ah! I believe she is be- 
that sort. I tell you, the only way to bring|doo tongue addressed one of them. yond that door. Alice, speak to me!” 
them to termsis to gofor them hammerand| Heasked for Alice, but the woman would| As the young Englishman’s clear, firm tones 
tongs,” not reply. Whether from terror or obdurate-jrang out, to the general surprise, an answer 

One pains was certain, however. The parley|ness it was not easy to say. came, in a sweet, thrilling, feminine voice: 
was ended, 
proved futile. replied in an unknown tongue. Then the|come to save me!” 

Frank decided upon quick and sure action.|/young Englishman feigned anger and drew| “I have—I have!” cried the young lieuten- 
He had no idea, however, of battering down|his pistol. ant, fervidly. ‘‘Tell me that they have not 
the city. This had a magical effect. One of the wom-|harmed you!” 

He was always averse to bloodshed. A planjen pointed to some broad stairs leading down|_ Then he flung himself against the cell door. 
had occurred to him which he hastened to put|into the depths of a subterranean passage. Beneath his weight it yielded. The next mo- 
into action. At once he started thither. The steps were|ment he crashed into the cellar-like apartment 

It was safe to conclude that Alice was held ajrough hewn and broad. Down them _ thejand clasped the slight form of Alice Bright in 


eer in the palace of the rajah. young lieutenant rushed. his arms, 


his building, as near as the rescuers could| Hedid not look back toseeif his companions| But there was little time for explanations or 
guess, was a stone structure in the center of|were following. Intoa passageway he dashed.|story telling. The tumult from the streets 
the walled city, and much more pretentious in| Just ahead through the gloom he saw a dimlyjand the roaring of the dynamite gun were 
its size than any other. burning light. proofs of this. 

Frank decided to sail the air-ship over to} Beyond it was a grated cell door. Holcombe! ‘‘ Let us get back to the Sky Scraper!” cried 
this and drive the natives from it with the/felt sure that this-was the prison cell of his|\Frank. ‘Our lives may depend on it. Then 
needle gun. Then some of the party could de-|love. we can talk.” eF. 
scend, and entering the palace rescue Alice. With wildly beating heart, he rushed for-| ‘‘ Right!” cried Holcombe, as he half carried 

The other voyagers met this plan with favor.|ward. Down the long passage he went. Alice from the cell. ‘‘ Back to the air-ship!” 

Holcombe, Frank and Barney were to do the| ‘Alice, Alice!” he cried, yearningly. ‘‘Are} And up the stairs they dashed. Across the 
invading of the palace. The others, Vaneyke;|you not here?” court-yard, past the groups of Hindoo women 
Pomp and Munyadi were to keep the Mejums| Then a startling ie happened, and out into the outer court. — 
at bay. In his eager haste, he had not noticed a} Dr. Vaneyke and Munyadi above caught 

It required but a very short time to arrange|crouching form: by the side of the passage.|Frank’s ee and threw over the rope ladder, 

: Swift as a panther this was launched upon|At sight of the air-ship Alice was half dazed 

Meanwhile, the Mejums were trying to ele-|him. with wonderment. : 
vate their cannon so as to bombard the Sky} Holcombe made an instinctive move to save} ‘‘ Mercy on us!” she exclaimed. ‘*‘ What is 
Seraper. himself, _ jthat? Are we foing up there, Sydney ?” 

But while they were thus engaged, Frank| In that moment he felt an awful thrillofhor-| ‘‘ Yes,” replied the young lieutenant, excited- 
coolly sailed away and over the rajah’s are ror, for he saw somethIng flash over his head|ly. ‘‘ Ask noquestions, Just hang onto this 

i 


The effect upon the Mejums was thrilling to|which he knew the meaning of. rope and trust in me.” 
witness, It was the deadly cord, which the Hindoo he lieutenant quickly knotted the rope un- 
At once they gave pursuit, thug knows so well how to use. He made ajder herarms, Then he gavet).esignalto those 


Frank allowed the air-ship to descend until|frantic effort to intercept it. above. . J 
it was right over the front entrance to the pal-| But swift as the enn ing: flash, and true to} Alice was quickly drawn up and aboard the 
ace. Then he brought the needle gun out, the mark it came. He felt the cold coil about|Sk Scraper. i | 
He depressed the muzzle and sent a bolt of|his throat, There was a pressure, stars flashed| This had scarcely been accomplished when a 


dynamite down into the street, The effect was|before his vision and he believed himself lost. |party of Hindoo soldiers burst into the inner 





awful. court, F 


A a 


so fatteas VAs Scie Tie ism, Mie hes Sa ee i Ls Yi jin ihn eae 4 es" eft hs 0 ool 
me Rell a Nh a se IO, bak ee SM el AM se a LA ka rc ae dle su 


uj 
6 Eo 


‘tMercy on us, but how could you be so care- | 


and an attempt to open another} Holcombe tried anotherof the women. She| ‘“‘Sydney! Heaven be praised! You have 
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ce 
- made. Half the distance was covered before|The scientist embraced the scheme instantly.|murderous deed!” 
the Bedouins saw them. He caught hold of the ropes and the next mo- 
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the Bedouins, we should be cheated out of so délightful a 


ing this, Barney and Pomp reached the rail of|other good camping place. 


ee was being hotly peppered by the wretches. | petrified with horror, 


‘drive them back with the rifles. e had seen the white men on the shore, 


my losing a fifth of their number, they rode away.| The Celt was on the air-ship’s deck, and in- 


his peril. 
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The Arabs had been regarding the Sky Scra-|ment was high in air. 
per with something like profound astonish-| A number of Bedouin bullets followed him, 
ment, but fortunately did not hithim, 
To them it had the appearance of a sailin Up two thousand feet shot the Sky Scraper. 


CHAPTER XXV. 
INTO CENTRAL AFRICA, 
Bur Dr. Vaneyke had spoken prematurely, 


; was lost. 
It had been a close pinch for him, but he had| The bullet had struck his wrist just as he 
But the sight of Barney and Pomp dispelled|been saved by Frank’s quick and ready idea. j|was about to clutch the ladder. But as was 
their lethargy. Over the rail the doctor went and was metjafterwards discovered it made but a flesh 
They recognized human beings, and of a dif-| joyfully by his fellow voyagers. wound, 
ferent nationality. It was not their way ever] ‘‘ Mercy, doctor!” exelaimed Frank. “Ihad| Sagacious Pomp had made instant action to 
to inquire into a matter of the sort. It mat- nearly piven you up for lost.” remedy the mishap. He swung down another 
tered not how the white men came there. They| ‘‘ Well, I had about hha up hope myself,”|fold of the ladder: It writhed about the drown- 
were there, and recognized as lawful prey by|replied the scientist, ““but is it not a pity that|ing man, and he was entangled in its folds, 
| There, not fifty feet from the verge of the 
falls, he was held. Pomp made no effort to 


Like a cloud that band of desert riders came canine place, And darkness is close at hand 
now!” en draw him up. 


swooping down and surrounded the air-ship. 





This was true. | To the contrary he simply held the rope lad- 

CHAPTER XXIV. It began to look as if it would be necessary\der steady. Barney, seeing the idea, slowly 

FIGHT WITH BEDOUINS, to pass another night in the clouds. But just propelled the Sky Scraper toward the shore, — 
Bort fortunately, before they succeeded in do-|as the shadows grew thick Frank spied an-| Thus the fellow was drawn slowly but safely 


out of the swift current. He suddenly revive 


the Sky Scraper. . This was upon the bank of a wide river injand as his feet touched bottom crawled out 
Onto the deck they scrambled. Then the| which was a tremendous cataract. Theair-ship|upon the river bank. . | | 
Arabs fired a volley. descended in a favorable spot. He was saved! It was a clever bit of work. 


The bullets rattled against the steel body of| There was not a sign of human life about the} Frank and Dr. Vaneyke could not restrain 
the Sky Scraper and one ‘scraped the .back of/place and:Frank did not believe. that they|their enthusiasm. 
Pomp’s hand, No further damage was done,| would be troubled again by wandering foes, So} ‘‘ You are heroes, Barney and Pomp!” he 
however. camp was again made. cried, as the air-ship descended. ‘* Nobody 
** Begorra, it’s ~ the skin av our teeth!”} The search-light was turned on and allowed could have done better.” 
cried Barney. ‘“ re, I thought it was the|to play upon the falls, A most gorgeous scene} ‘*Thank God, Il am among white men once 
end ay us fer shure. was the result. more!” gasped the rescued man, ‘It is like 
*““Wha’ am yo’ gwine to do, Marse Frank?’| The falling water wasin mighty volume and|transition to Paradise!” 
er Pomp. ‘‘Shall we get up de anchors, |all colors of the rainbow showed in the falling 
sah ?” spray. 
“No,” replied Frank, quickly. ‘“ Bring out ‘All were fatigued with the day’s doings and 
oo elephant rifles and at 


rescuers saw that he was a man of rare good 
looks, though scarcely clad, and with the ap- 
enty ofshells, quick.|were disposed to retire, Barney and Pomp/pearance of one famished. - 

e must fight!” were to watch alternately. **1t was a close call for you,” declared Frank, 

Barney and Pomp needed no second pre ne. Morning came bright and clear, The sun|‘‘ Another moment and you would have been 
Under ordinary circumstances Frank would|shonein a sky of burnished ,brass. The heatjover those falls, That would have been certain 
have ordered an ascension. was something powerful. f death.” 

But he knew that Vaneyke was at theruins| There wasa clumpofpalms by alittle spring| ‘‘ You are right!” agreed the rescued man, 
upon the hillside. To leave him was out of the|not far from the river. Here Frank and Dr.|‘‘Il owe you my life. God bless you! You can 
question. | Vaneyke went to geta drink of water. scarcely fail to pity me when I have told you 

There were perhaps a score of the mounted} They had barely reached the place when a/my story.” 

Bedouins. | startled cry from Barney and Pomp caused 

They were stalwart, savage-looking fellows,|them to turn back. | 
and armed to the teeth. They rode horses of} The reason was quickly apparent. ‘*T will make it brief,” replied the stranger. 
pure Arabian breed, and fleet as the wind. Out inthe middle of the river, and being/‘‘ My nameis Wallace Foster. Laman explorer,. 

Failing to stop arney and Pomp, they cir-|borne down by the swift current toward thejand represent a bureau of exploration in Lon- 
cled about the Sky Scraper, firing at it the|cataract, was a man clinging to an overturned/don. me travels have carried me all over the 
while. Pe boat of the skiff pattern. world. came out to Nubia a year ago to ex- 

Frank knew well enough their murderous| He could not hope to stem the powerful cur-jamine some ruins, I was attacked by Bedouins, 
character, so he did not hesitate to fire in|rent, and his fate seemed to be sealed. and all my party killed but myself. For some 
return. ; : Carried over the cataract, death would bejreason I was spared and carried into captivity. 

In the cover of the pilot-house the three voy-|certain. , I have been subjected to every indignity and 
agers opened fire upon the Bedouins. The air-| Fora moment Frank and Dr, Vaneyke stood|torture since. But yesterday I escaped, Bet- 
ter death in the wilds for me than a continu- 
ance of such alife. Istolea small boat and 
embarked upon the river. All night I drifted. 
With daylight I heard the roar of these falls. I 

So the firing was kept up with disastrous|and made a frantic, appealing gesture for aid. |tried to get ashore, but the current was too 
results for the Bedouins, | : ‘*My God!” cried Dr. Vaneyke, ‘‘ he is going|swift. To you, kind sirs, I owe my life.” 

The shells. thrown, striking under a horse|to his death!” ** Mr, Foster !,’ cried Frank, warmly, ‘‘ You 


Frank. 


rank could have annihilated them with the} They saw that the emperilled man was a Eu- 
needle gun, But he believed that he could/ropean, probably an Englishman, 


and ridér, would blow both into eternity. And] ‘‘Save him!” shouted Frank Reade, Jr.|are among friends. Fear no more !” 


the aim of the aerial voyagers was most deadly] ‘‘ Barney, you know what to do!” ** A thousand thanks,” 34 ' 
and true, Frank had shouted to Barney because he} ‘‘ Buttell me, are not those your pursuers 
So the Bedouins did not succeed in getting) knew that he could not reach the Sky Scraperjover across there ?” 
any nearer to the Sky Scraper. Finally,\after/in time to act. ** Yes,” : 
Frank smiled grimly. : 
They proceeded to asafe distance and there|stantly acted. ‘* [ll fix them !” he said. 
called a consultation. While engaged in this,| ‘‘Over with the ladder, naygur!” he screamed| He went aboard the Sky Scraper and trained 
Frank and Barney and Pomp pulled in the|to Pomp. |the needlegun, The Bedouins upon the oppo- 
anchors, | Then he rushed into the pilot-house.. Upjsite shore were making wild and fierce demon- 
The air-ship was all ready tostart. But Frank SBrAD the air-ship. Out over the cataract itjstrations. . f i 
did not wish to do so without first rescuing Dr.| went like a bird. | Frank felt no compunction in slaughtering 
Vaneyke. | ‘ There was a bare chance of saving the en-|them, : | 
The scientist had been making some brilliant|dangered man. Pomp needed no second bid-| “They are the scum of the earth!” he mut- 
discoveries in the ruin, and had been oblivious ee ’ , , tered, ‘‘ Every one of them deserves to die !” 
of any danger until he heard the report of the| The darky threw the long rope ladder over| He drew careful aim and pressed the electric 
rifles, the rail. Down it fell-into the water. Therejkey. Straight tothe mark went the electric 
Then he saw the Bedouins, and fully realized|it Gragged. bolt. Itstruck in the midst of the Bedouin 
n 


an unearthly explosion, and 
with flying bodies. 
Frank would have fired again, but the terri- 


Hastily he collected his specimens and crept}demonstrated. So skillfully did he manipu- e air was fi 
out of sight behind a ledgeof rocks, When the|late the air-ship that it hung for a moment di- 


Bedouins retired, he came out and madejrectly over the drifting man. 


straight for the air-ship. It was almost within his grasp. It was ajfied remnant of the savage crew had made a 


The Arabs saw him and at once apace their|moment of awful suspense. Would he reachilively retreat. Nothing more was seen of 
horses toward him. Frank saw that the doc-|it? them. ik 
tor could not possibly reach the air-ship before| Frank and Dr. Vaneyke each drew a ae Foster, the rescued traveler, had watched the 
being overtaken, breath. The drifting man saw the idea, thoughje 

It was a critical moment. he seemed wonder struck at the spectacle. 


aga e, : 
But’ the young inventor's wits were at the} Now his right hand went up. He had nigh 


**Upon my word!” he cried, ‘‘ that beats any- 


xhibition of the electric gun with mouth ~ 
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- And it was remarkable good speed that they| The rope ladder was dragging on the ground. eyke. ‘‘ He cannot be saved now. That wasa ~ 


craft transferred from the bosom of the Gulf|All the while the doctor was climbing up the|It certainly seemed as if the dritting man’s life . 
of Aden or the Red Sea to this fertile, green|Jadder, ‘ 
spot in the valley. 


As he stood py sine before them now his 


‘““We would be glad to hear it,” replied 


now Barney’s nicety of calculation wasijcrew. There was a Canetng. flash of dent, 
pc 


Te, © 


ih 
; 


fore. Hastily he prepared for an attempt to|grasped the ladder when—crack! the report of|thing I ever saw in the shooting line. Itdon’t 


save Vaneyke's life, a rifle from the opposite side of the river rang|shoot gunpowder ?” . 
He threw over the rail a rope ladder. Then|out. | | ' ‘Oh, no,” replied Frank. “It is an electric¢ 

he rushed into the pilot-house. at A sharp shriek of agony escaped the drown-|dynamite gun. The projectile is of dynamite.” 
Frank threw open the electric lever. ‘The/ing man, and he seemed to give up the battle.| ‘‘ An invention of yours?” - hi 

air-ship leaped up into the air and shot for-|Upon the opposite shore a band of armed} “Yes.” | 

ward. The next moment it was passing over|Arabs had appeared. 

Vaneyke’s head. ‘*My God! that is awful!” shrieked Dr. Van- 
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** Well!” exclaimed the Englishman, heartily, “ag 


‘** what will you Yankees get up next? Here . 
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- country. 


thrilling incidents began to claim the atten- 


_ “yet in those inky depths dwell the gorilla and| The birds which flew about were noiseless 


to do so, 


Pomp was as delighted as the others withthe party spoke. 
_ the prospect of a descent. All 
_ The darky had kept close watch of the region|meaning of that sound, and the impression} Instantly brandishing the club he started for 
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submarine travel, and what is there left to ac-|/however, until Barney railed him upon it. not a p 
complish? Indeed, it is wonderful!” 
Foster went aboard the air-ship, and Frank|his blunt way. ‘“‘Phwat do yez think av it?/hushed voice. 
showed him over it. He was more than pleased} Wud yez like to go back to the castle av yure| ‘‘ Yes,’ agreed Frank, “‘that is the king of 
and wonder-struck. ancisters ?” : the forest, without doubt.” 
‘““Now, I am going southward through Cen-| ‘* Don’ yo’ talk, Pish!” spluttered Pomp. ‘‘I| ‘Golly, Marse Frank!” gasped Pomp, who 
tral Africa,” Frank said. ‘‘ I will be pleased to;done fink mah ancisters am jes’ as respectful|was much terrified, “‘I fink I done heah dat a 


asant one, 












convey you to the nearest point of safety you|as yo’s any day!” bullet won’t go froo de hide ob a gorilla,” 
will name, Mr. Foster.” arney wisely refrained from argument upon} ‘ Well, I’ve heard something of that sort my- 
**Indeed! I thank you!” replied the explorer.|this question. But he said: self,” said Frank, mischievously, 


**One hundred miles south on this same river| ‘‘ Yez needn’t get angry, naygur. Shure, “* Massy sakes alibe, Marse Frank!” cried the 


there is a trading post of Portuguese, I shall|thar’s many a worse man than ye had ances-|darky. ‘‘I done fink we bettah hab de needle 
be safe there.” tral castles!” gun fo’ him,” 
** And will you return to England ?” ** Yo’sef, fo’ instance!” said Pomp, keenly..| ‘‘ Well, I don’t believe but that our Winches- 
The explorer shook his head. *'Whurroo! do yez mane that fer an insult?”|ters will throw a hot enough bullet for him,” 


*“No,” he replied. ‘‘I have a determined} ‘‘ Jes’ as yo’ please, sah!” said Frank. ‘* We will risk it anyway.” 
ee to finish the object of my explorations} ‘I'll break the head av yez,” re ; Once more the strange, unencehie ery went 
fore going home, I will try and organize a} ‘‘Jes’ yo’ try it!” through the forest. 


new party there to complete it.” 

Oe 4% zon will succeed,” said Frank, warm- 
ly, ‘‘ an 
name.” 

The trading post named by Foster was nam- 
ed Obbia. It was really in an Italian proviuce 
though a ey. of Portuguese, 

Everywhere : 
Portuguese. On account of their slave-trading| They were now in the very heart of the/“‘then we can tell. 
propensities, they are really a curse to the|mighty woods. As the Sky Scraper settled| Pomp hastily pressed the valve, The current 
down and rested upon a heap of underbrush,/was on, and the powerful light went searching 
As there would doubtless be some risk in en-|the tangled wilds and inky arches of the forestjinto the forest depths. 
tering Obbia with the air-ship, Frank proposed| were upon all sides. It had the desired effect. 
to leave Foster just outside, It was an impressive spectacle. There stood the gorilla between two trees, a 

The traveler readily agreed to this and took} Our adventurers had no idea of the enor-|monster of his species. _He was truly a frigzht- 
farewell of hisrescuers, It was at a point but|mous height of the trees until they were actu-|ful sight. | 
a short distance removed from the town, and|ally at their base. He was of great height, and yet immense 
he would encounter no difficulty in reaching hen they walked the deck of the Skyjbreadth. The muscles of his bo y and limbs 
there. -|Scraper and looked up in abject wonder. were something enormous, being ox-like. 

The air-ship then mounted into the air and} ‘“‘Upon my word !” gasped Dr. Vaneyke, ‘‘I| The head was low and flatpwith huge glaring 
continued on its way to Central Africa. An|have never seen: anyt ing like them in my/eyeballs, a flat nose and animal jaws, with pro- 
adieu was waved to Foster, and then new and)jlife. Is it not wonderful !’ truding fangs, The human like characteristics 

‘**Indeed it is,” agreed Frank Reade, ‘‘butiof the beast only served to increase his hid- 
I’m thinking we shall need an electric light tojeousness. 
invade that forest,” The explorers stood for a moment quite over- 
osed source of the Nile, the Victoria Nyanza| ‘‘So we shall.” come with the fearful spell which one is always 
akes. ‘** And so we will!” cried Frank with inspira-|subject to in the presence of this terrible mon- 
It was a wild and wonderful country which|tion. ‘‘I will take a coil of wire along with|ster, 


ered his head. That there would have been ajlowed by a crashing of brush. 

will leave you at the post youjlively ruction right away was certain had not| “He hassighted us!’ declared Frank. “ He 
Barney been suddenly called aft by Frank\is coming this way.” 

Reade. “Golly, but we kain’t see him,” said Pomp, 


Frank selected a small clearing in the mighty|would like to break and run} 


tion of our voyagers. 
A straight course was now made for the sup- 


‘the Sky Scraper now took flight over. us, and carry a thousand candle light which I! Pomp was the picture of the most abject ter- 


The sandy deserts of Nubia were exchanged |have in the cabin.” ror. 
for the mighty jungles and forests of Central} With his native ingenuity it did not take) The darky was generally very plucky in 
Africa. Frank long to rig up the electric search lamp./times of danger, but now his knees shook and 
Rugged and picturesque indeed was the|Then plans were made for an excursion into thejhis teeth chattered like castanets. 
scenery. Large villages of natives were seen|black forest. Yet he continued to focus the search-light 
below. Mighty rivers and broad lakes. Vast} Barney was deputized to guard the Sky Scra-|upon the gorilla, 
plains and deep forests. * |peruntil the return of the others, The good-| The beast seemed dazzled as well as perplexed 
But Frank did not deem it safe or wise to at-| natured Celt did not demur. by the brilliant light. It also seemed to enrage 
tempt a descent anywhere until Nyanza Lake} He would much have liked to go with Frank|him. 
should be sighted. and the doctor, but he said : He brandished the huge club which he held 
‘Once in the Congo Free State he knew that} ‘“ All roight, naygur, yez kin go now, butit’iljin his hand and started forward, But in ten 
the natives were more inclined to be friendly.|be my turn next toime.” * steps the beast halted. 
At least they had had intercourse with white} Of course an encounter with any of the deni-| Loud and terrible were the roars with which 
men, zens of the mighty forest would be far from)the gorilla filled the air. The two men, Frank 
So the Sky Scraper kept on day and night/pleasantor safe, So all went well armed. and Vaneyke, could have shot the beast then 
with the same steady pull. At time adverse 


winds were encountered, but on the whole |ried the search-lamp.- the beast as far as possible, 

good progress was made. Leaving the air-ship the party bo!dly entered} Se they did not fire. But Pomp was every 
Until one day Frank announced that before|the black forest. Fora time there was some|;moment becoming more frightened. _ 

“a cogiena they ought to be in sight of Nyanza|clim a: through dense shrubbery. In their intense interest in watching-the ac- 

Lake. But after a time the woods were entered and|tions of the gorilla, they @id not heed Pomp. 
A mighty tract of forest was now being|found to be carpeted with leaves and quite|The darky suddenly cried: 

passed. The trees were of leviathan height|clear of brush. **Golly, Marse Frank, I’se done skeered to 

and size, and so closely set together that noth-| But upward toa tremendous height rose the\deaf, Ican’tstay nolonger. He will git dis 

ing could be seen under them. smooth straight trunks of the trees. chile fo’ sho’!” 


That is a famous forest,” Frank declared. 
““It is described by Stanley and Serer as|all at the top. But it was so dense that thejelectriclens and starte 
so very dense that in portions the light of day|light of day was almost excluded. Indeed, ob-/The effect was thrilling. 
is almost entirely shut out.” jects were not visible fifty yards distant. It left Dr. Vaneyke and Frank facing the 

‘**Begorra, that’s wonderful!” cried Barney. he Seen was of a peculiar somber kind./|beast in the gloom, which now in the transition 
‘Shure, howiver would wan find his way out ?”| Even the habitues of the forest seemed to par-jsosudden from the glare of the electric light 
“No doubt it is difficult,” replied Frank,|take of it. made it seem to them almost utter darkness, 


madly for the clearing, 





the savage race of dwarfs.” and songless. The monkeys went shadow-like 
‘*T wish we could descend long enough to|from limb to limb, not even chattering at the CHAPTER XXVIL 5. 
invaders. BATTLE WITH THE DWARFS, 


make a study of these Fo, said Dr. Van- ; 
eyke, eagerly, **T would give much to be able| Truly it was a region of silence and of dark-| THEcrazy move of Pomp had placed the lives 

7 ness. Our adventurers could not help beingjof Dr. Vaneyke and Frank Reade Jr., in great 
Frank hesitated a moment. deeply impressed, jeo erdy. 

He was eager to reach the Congo Free State} ‘‘ Wonderful, is it not?” exclaimed Dr. Van- ad the gorilla advanced upon them in that 
without further delay. But yet the request ofjeyke, who was busy gathering some odd bo-|jbewildering moment of darkness, he would 
the scientist did not seem unreasonable. He|tanical specimens. ‘Is it possible that human|have had them at his mercy, 
decided to grant it. beings inhabit these solitudes ?” ' But as good fortune had it, the beast did not 

** We shall not lose much time,” he declared.| ‘‘ Yes, it is!” declared Frank. ‘“ Wait andjadvance just then, 

*Let it be so. We will do it.” you shall see,” Frank was the first to recover his senses, 

Barney eagerly sprang to the Sky Scraper’s 
lever and slackened speed. forest. ed up the fallen lens, 

Suddenly all were brought to a halt by a} The probable reason why the gorilla had not 
distant and startling sound. It was like the/taken advantage of their confusion was prob- 
hoarse roar of a maddened beast. ably because his vision also was dazzled by the 

And yet there was an accent in it which seem-lelectric light. 
ed almost human, For a moment not one of| But the moment Frank picked up the lamp 

| and once more focused it, the gorilla let out a 
had instinctively comprehended theljterrific yell. 





CHAPTER XXVI. 
THE AFRICAN GORILLA. 


which he knew was the home of his ancestors! made was a thrilling one, Indeed, the thought his foes. 


you've ‘mastered the art of flying in the air, of|or antecedents rather, He made no comment,|of facing a live gorilla in his native wilds was | 
: 


**'Well, naygur!” cried the hectoring Celt, in| ‘‘ The gorilla!” finally said Dr. Vaneyke in a i _ of 


Barney doubled up his fists and Pomp low-| This timeit sounded nearer. Also it was fol- 


The Sky Scraper settled down rapidly, and|with chattering teeth, and looking as if he 


n Africa one meets with the|forest, and which was the only visible one, “Turn on the search-light,” said Frank; 


Rifles and pistols were carried and Pomp car-jand there, but they were desirous of studying | 


As in most tropical countries the foliage was} Then, with a mad apis Pomp dropped the- 


The party pushed forward deeper into the|With an angry cry he reached. down and pick-’ 
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Frank saw that it was best to take nojsible, dodging from tree’to tree, and fired uponjtives. Arrows and javelins flew, but fortu- 

- chances, so he cried: : ; the foe at every available opportunity. jnately our friends escaped them, 

_ “Give it to him, doctor. Fire low!” ‘** We were 1ash in venturing so far into the} The line of dwarfs between them and the Sky 
The doctor needed no second bidding, In-jforest,” said Frank. w Scraper having just been made was thin. z 
 stantly he fired. | ‘I fear we were!” agreed Dr. Vaneyke, ‘‘ butjnumber of them appeared in the path. But 

That the bullet struck the beast after exam-|if that cowardly darky had stayed: by us we/they were knocked over like puppets, 
ination showed. Butit was not ina vital part.|might make a better stand!” While the three aerial travelers actually suc 

The next moment Dr. Vaneyke’s gun was owever they were every moment nearing|ceeded in reaching the clearing withous mis- 
dashed from his grasp and splintered into frag-|the clearing. . y ‘ ; _ |bap. They were noteven scratched, | 
ments and he received a blow which knocked} And thus they were engaged in making their he way they climbed aboard the air-ship 
him into insensibility. retreat, when suddenly both gave a start.|was a caution to monkeys, 

Only the quickest of work upon F'rank/|'There was a loud shout in their rear. | The dwarfs had been in hot pursuit. A few — 
Reade, Jr.’8 part saved the day. He flashed} ‘‘ What was that?’ seeped the doctor. moments more and they would have boardea 
the electric light full in the gorilla’s face and| ‘‘ Are we attacked from the rear? If so we|the air-ship. | 
pulled the trigger of his rifle. . are lost.” But Frank shouted to Pomp as he rolled over 

- Frank was Sbli ed to hold the rifle with one} ‘‘No!” cried Vaneyke, joyously. ‘‘ It is rein-|the rail: . 

f hand. But so tightly did he grip it that the|forcements.” ‘* Lively there, Pomp. Switch on the current, 
ee the iene to ee mark. ‘s | sa Aue ae ease ‘s oo igure Set the lever.” Z Nise als Sale 
he gorilla dropped in a quivering heap witk seemed that Pomp had gone back to the ‘a8 

the blood Welliniy fx a torret trom its ion, clearing in a state of great terror, Barney saw oem oe are. ried mie TO eee dee 
The bullet had pierced the heart and death|him and hailed him. spot. He obeyed and the air-ship like a bird 
was instantaneous. - “Faith an’ phwat are yez doing there?’||¢aneq into space, | 
_  .,Frank saw this and then turned his atten-|shouted the Celt. “‘Phwere iver is Misther| (Up it shot, leaving the clearing and thean 
_ tion to Dr. Vaneyke. | Frank and the docther?” | dwarfs far below.’ ‘Bry 

The doctor lay senseless upon the ground.| ‘Don’ ask dis chile!” gasped Pomp. ‘“De| Dr, Vaneyke studied them awhile with a 
But Frank saw that beyond being stunned he|debbil am aftah us all.” But Frank did not return to court bat- 
was unhurt. ' Barney at once lit upon the darky. tle with them. iy 

The young inventor at once drew a flask} ‘“* Phwy don't a7 answer!” he yelled.| He had enough of that sort of thing. Straight 
from his bosom amd gave the stricken scientist |‘*‘ Phwere are they _|to the southward he set the course of the Sky 
a deep draught, He at once revived and sat; ‘‘In de woods,” replied.the rattled darky. + |s aper. trate Sb 

 ~CSCt«. ‘‘Phwat did yez come back in this shape fer|” Victoria Nyanza Lake was crossed, and then 
_ “Frank!” he gasped. ‘Thank Heaven you|thin ?” the Kongo Free State was in view. Usindi 
- areunhurt! And the gorilla ?” ‘De debbil he cum arter us,” replied Pomp.|Urrundi and Mogola were passed over, Then 

*“Is badly hurt,” said Frank, with a laugh. |‘ Dis chile jes’ cut fo" de air-ship.” Lake Tanganyika came to view, | r 

“Did you kill him? ‘An’ lef dem behind!” exclaimed Barney,| Tee aerial voyagers were now exactly over 

“Yes,” | % ee: Yez are a foine soger, yez are./the heart of Africa. There was desire upon the 

_“ Good for you! I want his skin.” | W on’t yez go back afther thim ?” art of all to spend some time in Kongo, but 
_ The doctor recovered very quickly. He was} ‘‘ Don’ yo’ talk, chile!” cried Pomp in agony.|Frank eould not agree to this. i 
npn oe his ay An examination was then |“ ae jes’ Se wine fo’ to go inter dem} “We are about half round the world!” hede- 
made of the gorilla. woods agin, no nebber tr 8 5 : 

te missing link,” said Dr. Vaneyke, face-| ‘* Begorra, thin yez must moind the air-ship!” ie pales aoe rip te eect Coenen eae 
Sct 2 No opt opiate woes are oe oo Barney, “ for it’s mesilf as is going ter do/stop again until we get to Cape Town,” 

his specimen, ut wha is mate is in the|thet!” : . 

vicinity ?” eet With which Barney grabbed his rifle and pa ae err Pee was Puased Hasty. 
. ‘It would be well to return to the air-ship|leaped down from the air-ship’s deck. Pomp 

now,” said Frank, ‘‘ We can return for the|was only too glad to exchange places. 

skin later.” Mo Into the forest dashed the Celt, all excite- 

** But where is Pomp ?” : ment, and eager for a fight of any kind. Fear),, Tl takean th : . 

The two men exchanged glances, and then} was not one of the elements of his composition.} W®& ne pn in that region some time ona 
laughed. It was amusing. And as he ran on he suddenly heard the Por ans Poh Sky Se k | | 
- “Pomp is a very valiant fellow,” said Dr,|sound of firing right ahead. es Oe eh te e 4 eithae ept southward. 
Vaneyke.* ‘“‘ We needed his assistance.” He also saw the glare of the search-light. ii = ° * 4 gee the f as e was so great that |, 

“‘ Well, I think he is excusable,” said Frank.} ‘‘Bejabers that’s them!” he cried. ‘Shure Hage SO Soon ‘4k 4 fae e tbe below, 
“T have heard of the very bravest of men—|it’s a foight they’re having!” at & ea seve € ; t at ae was a vast 
those who would unhesitatingly face a battery} And this is how it happened that Dr. Van Soars AG as ed fh the no very distant 
of guns—turn pale and even faint at sight ofjeyke and Frank heard a shoutingin the rear. renee ee e a wonderful part of the world’s 
the African gorilla.” Ii was Barney who was coming to their as-|°!Y, Alt Na eas as Pals 

~ “Well, I believe you are right,” agreed the|sistance. gees 4 Dr Saree grt es of black natives,’ 
doctor. ‘‘We'll have to excusa Pomp. In-| The Celt rushed up breathlessly and at once The tla k Ls.) ERY BO, ae assing sway, 
z deed, I felt very queer myself, and when that|opened fire on the dwarfs. The addition of I di wt d bef IS Wy Cine the North American 
big fellow was upon me I was horror struck.” |even one made things look better for the fugi- at ae 1D efore the victorious march of the 
_ It was decided to return to the air-ship. But|tives. | Mee Phat Pepsin és : 
- even as Frank was picking up the electric wire} A red hot fire was kept up, and the retreat}, bth bt het f agreed Frank, “there is ng _ 
a startling thing happened. was working famously, when Dr. Vaneyke the. ao at Africa is the coming nation 
_ A lithe javelin came hissing through the air|suddenly exclaimed: e earth, , , 
and struck Dr. Vaneyke’s hat, It pierced and| ‘‘ My God! they have appeared in our rear,| Barney and Pomp were by no means dispos- 
ee it oe 2% head, and stuck in the|Frank. We are surrounded and are lost!” od to arene hae pent aHerenyns for the tack 
ground just beyond. ae of argument it was dropped. 


Dr. Vaneyke was the most disappointed of 
any. But yet he said oe ; 
** Never mind, doctor!” said Frank, cheerily, 


A narrow escape indeed! Just the fraction] — . abe whi But such time as. the air-ship was near the 
of oo tanh Roeer aoe it would have been the CHAPTER XXVIII. or Dr. Vaneyke erated the scenes below. 
end of the scientist. | nd many and varie ey were, 
He gave a startled leapin the air, _ Oe rat sero eee Great villages of blacks were passed over 
“By Cicero!” he gasped, ‘‘ What was that,]_ Tue announcement of Dr. Vaneyke that the|towns and cities built by white settlers and 
Frank?’ ; dwarfs had appeared in their rear was a most/|@lso mighty tracts uninhabited by man, 
“Quick, get behind a tree!” shouted the|disheartening one. It fell upon the ears of} Indug course of time Cape Town was reached. 
young inventor. Frank Reade, Jr., like a death knell. It was a beautiful clear morning when the 
The doctor was none too quick. Frank had| The young inventor knew better than to ex-|Sky Scraper hovered over the quaint little town 
sent the search-light’s rays into the forest, and|pect mercy of the dwarfs. He knew that they/at the extremity of the African Continent. 
a startling sight was revealed. would be all massacred, | The appearance of the air-ship created a sensa- 
_Alegion of diminutive forms had appeared,} Where the little denizens of the black woods|tion in the town. Vesta a 
and were dodging from tree to tree. They|had come from was a mystery. A brief stop was made and Frank paid his 
were the fighting dwarfs, who made the dark] They seemed indeed to sbring from the very|respects to the American consul. Hundreds ay 
forest their home, uy ground. It was strange but true; the place|even thousands, of curious people inspeeted 
Friends with nobody were these peculiar|was alive withthem. , the air-ship. sei : 
savages, Their nature was of the most mur-| Very Peis but resolute, Frank turned his} Then, after gaining a fresh supply of prov%- 
derous sort, head and saw the flitting forms of the dwarfsjions, Frank announced all in vanai aad Or the | 
The sensations of the two attacked men can|jin his rear. . longest flight they had yet taken. 
then be imagined. It was odds of one hundred} He realized full well that they were being shall proceed straight to Kerguelen Is- 
to one. ; EPs : surrounded. There was but one way to avertijlands,” he declared. ‘‘Then due south to Bn- 
Arrows and javelins came flying thickly|the catastrophe. _ |derby Land and the Pole. Passing directly 
through the air. f This was to make a break and run for life.jover the polar regions we will make Cape Horn 
The dwarfs were seraly. advancing to the|Of course there was the possibility of beingjand follow the South American contine 
attack. Not a word did they utter, not a sound|stricken down by an arrow or a javelin. home, This will complete our trip north a 
_ did they make above a slight rustling as they} But it seemed that they stood a good show of|south around the world.” 
changed position. Ss ) being killed anyway. It was as well to accept] Barney and Pomp had already begun fe 
There was something so unusual about their|this chance as to do anything else, think of home. They had been absent no 
method of attack and their ‘gg appear-| So Frank gave the word. long enough to feel a genuine appreciation f 
ance that one was constrained to feel terrorin| ‘‘ About face and charge for the air-ship,” he|it. 
spite of himself. ; cried, ** 'll be done glad fo’ to see Readestown oni 
The little black fellows seemed literally to} The order was instantly obeyed. mo’,” declared Pomp. ‘I likes to trabbel well 
_ swarm in the black depths of the forest, The} The three adventurers turned as with onejenough but ah likes to get home too.” ae 
_ position of our adventurers was momentarily|accord and started on a mad run for the clear-|_ “‘ Begorra yez are a good ways from it yet, a 
_ growing more risky. ing The dwarfs were evidently astonished. |I'm thinkin’,” averred Barney, ‘Yez don’§ __ 
They adopted the safest course of retreat pos- tantly they tried to close in upon the fugi-'want to be too sure av ever getting there.” 
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Mees, ae FRANK READE, JR.'S ‘SKY SCRAPER.” ‘ a 
+ ; Sr AE A eee Se eee Sa ee lt ead eine ay SURE A La arte ae ae re 
“as : : « eae ere reer ma onc) 
ey Quite a send-off was given the party from This was for the purpose of inspectin the|Frank. **Were it not for man's love of rov- 
f m Cape Town. machinery of the air-ship and also, of doingjing and exploration, many of the great won- __ 
ya he governor of the colony caused a salute to|some repairs to the wings. | ders of the earth would be to-day undiscover- __ 
_____ be fired from the fort, and the war ships in the] The waves beat mountain high upon theled!” . ir 
i harbor did the same. rocks of the desolate island,and our voyagers| ‘‘ Which is true enough!” agreed Dr, Van- _ 


Not to be outdone at this sort of thing, Frank|felt little encouraged as the scene la oreleyke. ‘‘But I th i soi it 
dropped a bomb into the waters of the harbor. | them. | My 3 a Let. us Poe this bio a Christion i 
‘The spectacle was a brilliant one, theexplosion| ‘Gracious me!” exclaimed Dr. Vaneyke, in|burial!” nn 
causing a pyramid of water fully one hundred/amazement, “I have heard it said_that Ker-| This was done, and the slab of slate placed — a 
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feet high. " guelin was a desolate spot, but I had no idea it\at the head of the grave. Thenth - 7a 
Then the air-ship sped away to the south-| was like this.” ite ed to return to the ateahin, a ete ae Se 7 
west, and soon Cape Town and the Africancon-| ‘Rather cheerless,” agreed Frank; “‘ yet it} But they had just come out ofa littlarocky 
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_ tinent had sunk below the horizon. will do for a ianding spot. depression, and got a good view of the ; 
Straight for Kerguelen Frank set his course.| ‘‘Bejabers, I’d niver want a farm on that|when an astonishing and startl ina’ Sea ee: 
_ The ae waters of a — ad i“ lanai eried Barney. 1d,” laughed Frank seen. - aries: Che ae a 
| ‘in a mighty expanse as far as the eye cou **T don’t think you would,” laug Hrank.| Just off shore there rode atanchorastrange- 
oR reach, Indeed, the position of the aerial voy-|‘‘It will hardly support anything of thatjlooking vessel, with lateen sails. It eae, ie 
ia gers was one worthy of thought. ind.” Malay pirate, as the black flagatthe masthead 
y They were aboard a frail, yet wonderfully} ‘ Phwhat’s that, sor? Won't anything grow|attested. 4 
ss compact and elastic machine, far above the{here at all, sor?” | ‘‘ Jupiter!” exclaimed Frank, in amazement. — 
wh surface of the sea. All depended upon the} ‘I am afraid not,” replied Dr. Nouerks. “What does that mean ?” | a 
= faithfulness of those delicately adjusted parts|‘*Only moss and afew larches; that isall, I} ‘It is a Malay pirate!” gasped Vaneyke. a 
Bhi of machinery. ‘¢ believe there is not a foot of arable land on the] ‘But where did she come from? ‘llswear 
me Should an accident happen, should the wings|island—is there, Frank ?” there was not a vessel in sight when welanded 
fail to operate with nicety, or any part ofthe} ‘‘Not a foot,” replied Frank, ‘It is onlyjhere!” . ‘ee 
ctrical machinery break, what would be theirjone vast formation of rock.” **T remember seeing a sail upon the horizon © eS: 

ee te? : This was true. Kerguelen Land is. probably|when we descended!” said Dr. Vaneyke. “No 
rie Dashed to a most fearful death, either upon|the most desolate of spots on the earth's sur |doubt it was her and she has followed usall 
_.  Jand or water. In the latter case it would seem|face. Woe to the sailor who might chance to|the way!” ms 
2 like certain death. be cast away upon it. “Begorra, wud yez luk atthe crew of them!” 
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BY Their lives seemed to be depending upon aj But fortunately it was so far out of the beat-|cried Barney. a 
ge hair, and yet if this hair was sufficient, it wasjen tracks of steamers or sailing vessels that] Then all gavea cry of alarm. a 
e as as a cable, certainly. tit such a contingency was hardly likely. From the shore there had suddenly come into 
oH ut Frank Reade, Jr., the cool.and skillful] The island is one hundred miles long by fifty|view a score of dark-skinned, savage-looking 
ie inventor, had counted all these possibilities.}broad. It lies in the Antarctic Ocean in lati--Malays, They were brandishing sharp creeses 
There was nothing for which provision had not| tude 49 deg. 54 min. south, longitude 70 deg, 12)and had started for the air-ship. eS 
been made. | She min. east. ; There was no time to lose. 
Every part of the wonderful mechanism of} The Sky Scraper descended in aconvenient) ‘‘ Quick!” shouted Frank. ‘If we don’t get 
= _ the air-ship had been constructed with a view|place, resting upon some mossy rocks, there first. we are lost!” . . 
oh to four times the strain upon it that it would| Then the aerial voyagers scrambled out onto} Unfortunately none of the aerial party had 
be actually called to bear. terra firma. Right glad they were of thejtaken weapons. So sure had they been of the 
If one of the are broke another would|chance to stretch their legs, safety of their position and immunity trom 
he takeits place. The wings were so constructed} The Sky Scraper was securely anchored and/foes that they had not taken this precaution, 
a that they might form a parachute and thus/first a short trip of exploration was taken into; It was certain that the Malays meant to cap- 
' temper a sudden descent. theisland. Nobody remained with the air-ship|ture the air-ship if they could. All depended 
Every little spot in the machinéry was criti-|forthere was no danger of an attack from any|upon reaching it first. 
cally examined by the young inventor every /}foe, for doubtless they were thesole inhabitants} It was a fearful and critical moment. Frank 
) or ¥ of the isle, , Reade, Jr., led the way, and the four voyagers 
f there was the slightest danger of a part} Dr. Vaneyke was in his element. He dis-)made every effort to reach the air-ship first, 
ees failing, it was quickly removed and replaced by|covered various strange forms of pint life, 
ate perfect work. among them being the wonderful Kerguelen 





Thus accidents were guarded against. Land cabbage or antiscorbutic plant, aoe CHAPTER XXX. 


a And too great care could not be exercised} Thisis famous as being one of the best reme- 

a when it was considered that the Sky Scraper/dies for scurvy known. <A peculiar yellowish HO! FOR THE SOUTH POLE. | 

Be now had before it a aighh of thousands of miles|oil is pressed from its leaves and then boiled) A rEw moments more of delay would have 
iF over water and.aland where to be cast away| with the food. been fatal to the aerial voyagers. B best 


the 
‘would mean utter isolation and death. Truly| Deep into theisland the voyages penetrated.|of luck they had been apprised of the danger 
Ni the course of the see. Scraper now was beset|But it was plain to be seen that there were)just in time. - 
. with greater perils than any hitherto made, {not existant upon the island any of the neces-| With all speed they now fled toward the Sky 





At 
i, , sary products for sustaining life. Seraper. The Malays were not fifty yards dis- 
Me To be cast away upon Kerguelen would cer-|tant when Frank reached the rail. 
CHAPTER XXIX : : : : ‘ 

1a | . tainlo be a very serious matter. He was on board in an instant, Quick asa 
ae ON BLEAK KERGUELEN, _| But that such had been the case our explor-|fiash he ran to the electric gun. It was but -e 
rc ' KERGUELEN. Island lies exactly upon the/ers were soon to discover, : moment’s work to train‘it pon the foe. ae 
Me fiftieth parallel of south latitude. Below it to| Suddenly Barney came upona startlingspec-|, Frank had no desire to kill any of them, His. 
ap the South Pole, is a vast unbroken sea. tacle. A great cry escaped his lips and all thejsole purpose was to hold them in check until — * aM 
my" This is described by mariners as a tempest-|others rushed to his side. the anchorscould be broughtin. a 
=, uous rough ocean, and safe only for ships of| ‘‘ Begorra wud yez luk at the loikes av this,”| So he aimed the projectile to strike aleviath- 
ee the stanchest build. Many a craft has suc-|hecried. ‘‘ Shure it is something dreadful.” jan bowlder just in front of them, Z 

PY cumbed to the fearful force of the heavy waves,|_ Ina moment the others were by his side.| Then he sighted the needle-gun and pressed _ 
ie the water even seeming tohave greater specific|Certainly it was an astounding sight which|the electric key, There was the next moment 
i weight. : they beheld, a most terrific explosion. 


Whee. Our aerial voyagers, however, were not com-| There at the base of a huge mosscovered rock} With a flash like that of the lightning, the: ~ 
sc pelled to take any of these points or facts into|was a human skeleton. The few shreds ofjelectric bolt struck the ledge. In an instant the 
‘consideration. clothing yet partly shielded the remains, air was full of flying fragments of rock, 
- They were beyond the influence of the waves,| Beside the skeleton was a gun stock and a} The Malays fell upon their faces with the — 
and had nothing to fear from'them so long as|rusty dagger, But against the rock leaned ajforce of the shock. Theelectric bolt had done 
i the Sky Scraper kept aloft. slab of softslate. | 3 its work well, They were held in conftision — 
Ate But there was occasional vessels sighted; and} And upon this there was sctatched evident-|and check fora-few moments. an 
7 it was noticed that they did not seem to hold|ly with the point of the dagger, a sadexplana-| This enabled Barney and Pomp to haul in ‘ 
up as well before the wind as in the less bois-|tion of the scene, '. Jthe anchors. The Sky Seraper sprang upward. « 
fi re water roe pore ene ‘ Frank read it as follows: Ba a secane ane was ney ont Vie Denne of oe Ni 
ae is Days passed, and still the Sky Scraper kept] « r 3 alays. she went for a thousand feet, be- 
iy on its southward flight. Meh ie On at ecpooeie dui ecter: Maren fore a station fact was discovered. | es 
The vast expanse of water covered an im-|have mercy on my soul! Sole survivorof the wreck| In the run to the air-ship, Frank and Barney - _ 
Ras - mense distance, and seemed actually limitiess./of the Vesta, whaler. Whose eye this meets, pityjand Pomp had outstrippe Dr. Vaneyke. 
ee However, routine on board the air-ship was|the writer and pray for him. The aged scientist had almost reached the — 
| i ‘not as dull as might be imagined. There was|,, “Signed ; Matt KIVEN, _|air-ship when he stumbled and fell. His fellow ae 
A always something in the lines of interest or ’ voyagers had fancied him safe aboa eair- 
ri tw hi he } fi pane ee the Vesta, whaling vessel from Mel y had fancied hi fe aboard the ai 
Bee duty to claim one’s time. see api ea ay std ship, | | I 
a But at length a distant dark lire became vis-| ‘‘ Poor fellow,” exclaimed Dr. Vaneyke, hen the doctor picked himself up, the Sky 
ible een the horizon. It was sien and re-|‘* that was certainly a hard fate.” gotanee was high in the air. The situation was 
rted by Frank Reade, Jr., to Kerguelen| ‘Ah, he is but one of many who have lostifor him a desperate one. . » a 
land. |jtheir lives in distant climes,” said Frank.| When the Sky Scraper reached the altitude 
'- All were now upon the qui vive. | ‘*When a man begins to knock about thejof one thousand feet, Frank set the lever and 
It was the first land sighted in a number of|world then he is exposed to many dangers,” held it suspended. Then all rushed to the — 
days, and naturally all were interested, The} ‘ Begorra, how iver can wan stay at homejrail. | : ie 
oe) Seraper headed for it. all the toime!” cried Barney. The sight which met their gaze so far below 
__ Soon the rocky, inhospitable shores of the} ‘‘ Well, that would be difficult for you, Bar-|}was an astounding one. Oi 
a -Tsland of Desolation, as it is sometimes called,|ney!” cried Frank, lanughing}y. ‘** Massy sakes!" screamed Pomp, “‘whoebber — 
- —s Joomed up near at hand. - “T don't fink it would, Marse Frank!” saidjam dat? Ain’ dat Marse Vaneyke down dar?” — 
~~. he Sky Scraper descended gradually. It}Pomp, with a grin. ‘Dis chile hab a little] ‘‘The docther!” gasped Barney. 3 Te 
____* was Frank’s intention to make a brief landing|leaning hisself dat way.” ; “Great Heavens!” ejaculated Frank,“*hedid 
. upon the island, a - Well, we are fortunate in that fact!” said not succeed in getting aboard.” | rer) 
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os ‘‘Shure, sor,” cried Barney, ‘‘howiver did we} ‘ Ournext point will be Enderby Land,” cried| ‘Glad to meet you, gentlemen. I am Edgar 
— overlook him?” Frank, ‘‘ that is on the Antarctic Circle. We/fartley, mate of this vessel.” |. mits 
‘JT gan’t understand it!” exclaimed Frank.| will then be in frozen latitudes once more.” ‘“‘And I am Frank Reade, Jr.‘” said Frank, 

**But we must go back after him or he will be} Every hour now theair grew more and more}‘‘ Where is your captain?” 

_ killed!” biting. Frost began tocover the metal work] ‘‘ Ah!” replied the mate, with quivering voice, 
___. Indeed, the position of the doctor could read-|of the air-ship. “that is our distress!” 
____ ily be seen to be a desperate one. Already the} The voyagers for a time were comfortable in| ‘* Dead?’ 
Y Malays had started for him. heavy overcoats, Then on the second day, they| ‘*‘No, worse than that. He is lostsomewhere 
BLY, Dr. Vaneyke, however, was not a coward.|once more donned their Arctic fur suits. on that cursed Antarctic continent with his 
He realized fully the exigencies of his position.| The cabin of the Sky Scraper was closed, and|charming daughter Violet and two of our best 
_ . He knew that if the Malays captured him his|the electric heating apparatus turned on, Soon|men.” 
_. fate was sealed. There was no alternative but/all was as snug as could be desired. Frank was deeply impressed with this dec- 
to seek safety in flight. : Icebergs were encountered in great profusion.)laratlon. Then Mate Hartley went on to tell 
_ He did not fear being left behind by his com-/Then one morning a distant long line of white/his story. | 
_— panions. He knew full well that they would lay against the horizon. ‘© We had been two months in.these seas,” he 


» return for him. It is Enderby Land!” declared Frank, ‘‘Itideclared. ‘‘And had experienced very fair 
So he started to hastily retreat into the in-|is one hundred miles distant.” 


ee luck, when a norther, or at least what. we 
. terior of the island. But the pirates had al-} “Gglly!” ejaculated Pomp. ‘It don’t look|would call a norther in our part of the world, 
# _ ready seen him and started in pursuit. to be no mo’ dan ten miles!” ' set in, : ; 

ie It now became an exciting chase. Frank| ‘That is owing to the extreme rarity of the} ‘‘It blowed a hurricane for two weeks. The 


Reade, Jr., had at once caused the Sky Seraper|atmosphere,” said Frank. _|seas were so high that we could make little or 
to descend. But before he could say more, a startled cry|no headway against them. 







He did not dare to throw out any bomb or/came from Barney. ‘Gradually we were blown to the southward, 
. even to fire, for the Malays were close upon} ‘‘Shipahoy!” he yelled. ‘*Bejabers, it’s med/until we found ourselves locked in pack ice. A 
__/ the scientist, and the latter stood the chance of|/all out av ice!” fearful freez2 came, and here we have been for 


being killed as well, ; Indeed it seemed as if Barney’s expression|nine months immovable, It is very evident 
Dr. Vaneyke was far from being as fleet of} was the correct one. There was drifting some)that we are drifting now. Probably the ice has 
foot as the Malays. They easily overtook him|two miles distant, an immense field of ice, and|broken away from the mainland where it was - 
in a race of a few hundred yards, there, right in the center of it was a ship, hull,/anchored.” aah 
The doctor paused exhausted and realized! masts, rigging and all, apparently done in ice.| ‘‘ That is doubtless it,” agreed Frank, ‘ But 
= the futility cf further attempt at escape. He| But Frank Reade, Jr., knew that it was more|what of your captain?’ 
turned prepared to sell his life as dearly as|than the semblance of a ship, that it was, in| ‘‘ Ah, he went ashore with two. of our sea- 
possible. Sees: fact, a stern reality. men. His daughter Violet went with him, 
Be : He arr ot sey en at the ps Ma-| — | We ness ore tg or heard of them since!” 
Eee lay an red, His foot, however, slippin ‘That is strange!” 
i upon the mossy rock, the aim was distracte CHAPTER XXXI- ‘“*Indeed it is.” — F 
and the ball went wild. 3 . ICE BOUND. “But you have some theory.as to cbeir falar 
a The next moment the Malays were upon| ‘THE seeming ice ship was nothing more nor| ‘‘ Yes. We believe that they, became lost 
1g him. What followed was to the aged scien-|less than a reality. It was a drifting wreck,\jamong the icebergs, or the frozen valley of that 
_ tist afterward like a dream. or and its black hull and the color of its rigging)fearful country. We made a wide and inef- 
= He parried the blow of the first Malay'’s}was concealed by the coating of ice uponit. |fectual search for them.” 
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oS cutlass. Then he slipped and fell. It was his} Frank realized this at once, and he cried: ** And could you find no trace of them ?” 

a salvation, **T tell you, friends, that is a real ship!” “Only their footprints, which we followed 

ef No sooner had he touched the ground than} ‘It cannot be,” said Dr, Vaneyke, “It is ajsouthward for a mile or more. Then a heavy 

/ a heavy form fell across him. It was a Malay|/literal piece of ice.” } snow-storm obliterated them!” 

ie with a buljet through his heart. | : ‘** Bejabers, it luks loike that!” cried Barney ;} Frank was thoughtful for some moments. 

A Barney had ‘tired it just in the nick of time.|**but wud yez luk. There’s a mon aboard ayvjFinally he said : f 
The next moment the Sky Scraper shot down|her.” “Are you well stocked with provisions?” os 
into the midst of the pirate crew. “Golly! he am. jes’ waving a’ flag!” cried| ‘‘ Enough for twelve months.yet.” 2 


a The rifles of the voyagers were blazing right|P: 
5 and left, and the savage crew fell back. When 
' Dr. Vaneyke scrambled to his feet he was seiz- 


omp. _* Oh, then you are all right!” 

This was true enough. ‘*Then you believe that we shall get free 
A man had suddenly appeared at the rail of|from this terrible imprisonment of ice ?” 

the ice-clad ship and was waving a white flag. | ‘‘ Certainly, as soon as you get. into warmer 


3 
i 
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ed by the collar by Barney and Pomp, and then 


ha 
A 3 
‘% drawn over the rail. | This at once decided Frank Reade in his ac-|waters. You are drifting northward, and the . va 
‘) The aged scientist’s life was saved just in the|tion. * further you go the less will be. the size of this ah 
“ nick of time. As he stood once more safely on| He sprang to the pilot-house and at oncejhuge field of ice. When once a berg breaks oe 
Hy the Sky Scraper’s deck he. turned and fairly|turned the Sky Scraper in the direction of the|away itis ascertain to drift into warmer waters Ra 
embraced Barney and Pomp. , ice tloe. toward the equator, as the needle is to follow 4 
i! Frank sent the Sky Scraper aloft once more.| The Sky Scraper rapidly drew nearer to theljits pole.’ 


oh When athonsand feet in the air again he held chip. Then she settled down like a huge bird| ‘*‘ Thank God for that!” 

oy it in suspension. e and rested upon the ice field. **TDo you believe your ship to be intact?” 

th Looking over the rail it was seen that the| It was seen that the ship was literally frozen| ‘I donot believe a timber is started in her, 

Malays were making their way back to their|into the ice and could not easily extricated.|She is sound as a dollar?” ; 

ship. ; | ‘ Yet to all outward appearance she was yet] ‘That is oo I see nothing for you to 
‘“ Begorra, I’m thinkin’ they got a bit the|stanch and uninjured. fear. I should certainly never borrow trouble.” 

worst av that foight !” cried Barney, ‘“‘bad cess} Probably she had got caught in the cold} ‘But our captain?” said Hartley, with agi- 

to the loikes av thim.” waters a previous season, perhaps while whal-jtation. ‘‘My God! it is too awful to think of 
“You are right,” rejoined Frank, “and I ing and not sufficient thaw had occurred to|leaving him down here |” | 

don’t suppose it would be any crime to anni-|enable her to escape. ** But he has pee ety fallen a victim to the 

hilate the whole crew of them.” The man at the rail was clad all in furs. Our|rigors of the climate, as well as his compan- 

hm. -**They are a set of murderers,’ cried Dr. Van|adventurers noted now that smoke came fromiions,” said Frank. aber 

eyke, “‘there can be no harm in putting them the ship’s galley pipes. : **T do not- know that. And while I have that 

out of the way. It is only justice.” | : _ And as the air-ship settled down other menjhaunting doubt, Icannot bear to think of leav- 
*T’ll blow up their one anyway,” decided|came out of the cabin. Perhaps.a dozen in alljing the Antarctic !” 

Frank. ‘‘ That will give them achance to try|there were. *T can understand how. you feel,” said 

a bit of Crusoe life on Kerguelen.” The ice floe was perfectly stable and Frank|Frank, and then with sudden inspiration: 
The others all clapped their hands in approv-|and Barney prepared to cross over and board |‘ but wait. 1 have an idea !” 

 alof this scheme. So Frank let the Sky Scra-|the ship. . ; | “Ab! what is it?’ 
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er descend until he could get a good line on} Buta hail came: . rai Frank waved his hand toward the air-ship | 

ae she pirate ship with the needle gun. ‘* Ahoy there !” and said : gi es | aed 
+ - Then he'pulled the lever. — ** Ahoy !” replied Frank, heartily. iu ‘* There is the means to learn whether or not 
a ~ The electric bolt struck the pirate ship about] .‘‘ What manner of craft have you there thatjyour captain is alive. I can explore half the 
BS amidships. A tremendous hole was tore in the|ean sail in the air?” | continent with my ave aD in.a few days,” 
MS hull and she began at once to sink. ‘It is a-_product of Yankee ingenuity,” cried| -A wild cry of joy and hope escaped Edgar 
"5 The effect upon fhe pirate crew was most/ Frank; ‘this is the Sky Scraper air-ship from|Hartley’s lips. e clutched Frank’s arm 
mor thrilling. ° | Readestown, U.S.A. What ship are you?” ‘eagerly. Pe aby 
a Instantly they leaped overboard and started! ‘‘‘The Pear!, Captain Bracer, from New Bed-| ‘‘Oh, God be praised !” he cried...“ Will you 
Pa ‘toswim to the shore. Those on shore were/ford, Mass., in search of whales.” . do that? Oh, if you could only find them ! 

fearfully excited. Frank could have destroyed| ‘‘ We are coming aboard!” ' ,|Let-me tell sents he said, lowering his voice, 
«the whole of them easily, but he did ‘not care} ‘All right.” ‘** Violet.and I were to be married upon return- | 
be to do this. ** Are you in distress?” - jing to New Bedford. You understand, I will 
ae The crew of the Sky Scraper cheered. Then|' “ Yes.” “s 


: L -jgive me life to find her safe and sound ! 
es the air-ship shot up into the air. For several} This wasenough. Frank did not wait to ask| Frank wasreally much impressed with what 
mp» hours it hung over the island while Frank ex-| what the trouble might be, but said to Barney:|the young mate said. His -sympathy was 
eh amined the machinery. . **Come! let us be off!” | aroused nt once and he was resolved todo all 

But the young inventor re found that| The Celt needed no second bidding. He was/he could to assist him. | 3 
this did not need repairing and that there was}quickly ready and the two men went over the] A dozen different lan® revolved through his 
—- no necessity of landing again. _ |rail. mind. .Hegrasped Hartley’s hand and said: 

ea This was fortunate, for to have made another] They quickly crossed the intervening dis-| ‘‘ I will first release your ship from this ice 
landing on the island would certainly have|tance to the frozen ship. Then they clamber-jfloe. Then we will look for the missing peo- 
- been to court another encounter with the Ma-|ed over the rail and stond on deck. | ox ahd ibe pe) ? y 

The crew came forward to meet them.| ‘‘Release us?” exclaimed Hartley, in amaze- 

Sturdy, honest-looking feliows they were. The|ment. ‘‘ How do won expect to do that?” 
spokesman said: _ ** You shall see?” said Frank, resolutely. 
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Rms a\, So the Sky Scraper’s course was now set for 
the South Pole. — | Ris 
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FRANK READE, JR.'S ‘‘SKY SCRAPER.” 








The hire Coty epg went back to the Sky} Certainly such awretched land could not be CHAPTER XXXIII, 
Scraper with that. Barney and Pomp wereat|inhabited. Yet brute creation found a liveli- 
once pt to work. hood there. THE RESCUE. 

For fully half a mile ahead, to where the] Reindeer browsed under the snow upon the} THE Arctic has the Esquimau as an abori- 
edge of the ice field met the lapping waves of|frozen lichens, wolves scampered into the cover|gine, But as yet no sign of a human race had 
the sea, holes were drilled in the ice to thejof vast larch forests, foxes vanished in their|been discovered at the South Pole. 
depth of two feet and then some dynamite car-| burrows, and wild geese, swans andducks were| Therefore the revelation now accorded our 
tridges placed in them. — in plenty. . explorers was truly a wonderful and import- 

The holes were ten feet apart and when the artley directed Frank to the spot where thejant one. Dr. Vaneyke was much excited. 
job was done a wire ran from each dynamite] Pearl had remained so long. But there wasno} ‘This discovery will make our fame!” he 
torpedo to the deck of the Sky Scraper. clew there to qude them in the quest. cried. ‘“‘It is an enlightenment to science. 

en Frank caused the wT to ascend a} However, a line was made from the spot into|Truly, it is wonderful ! 
hundred feet. Those on board the | 
ship watched with deepest interest tosee what} A close watch was kept of the region below.|Hartley. He instantly exclaimed : 
would be the result ofall this curious prepara-| But there was nothing to be seen so far towar-| ‘‘ Upon my word, I believe those fellows can 
tion. . rantadescent. _ tell us of the fate of Captain Bracer and Vio- , 
However, the air-ship kept on, and the seajlet. Perhaps they fell into their hands !” * 
CHAPTER XXXII. had been left far out of sight when a great} It was certainly a plausible idea, 5 
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whaling/|the interior of the Arctic continent, But a thought had crossed the mind of Mate 





IN QUEST OF THE MISSING. cloud of smoke was seen upon the horizon} ‘It may be so,” agreed Frank, ‘‘ At least 
FRANK’S purpose was simply to none the ice|ahead. : we will endeavor to find out.” 
field in two on a direct line with the bow ofthe| It seemed to wreathe itself about a mighty} Hartley could hardly wait for the Sky 
Pearl. mountain, which it required but a brief aaE ey Seraper to. settle down within speaking dis- 
'This would set the vessel down into the|with a eae to see was really an-active vol-jtance. Frank very wisely held the air-ship ' 
water once more. It'would not be a difficult|cano. This was at once an object of interest. |suspended, some feet above the heads of the - c 
thing then to melt the ice’on masts, sails and| ‘‘ Indeed, that is curious,” declared Dr. Van-|\dumfounded natives. ~® 
x Piggies with live wires and put the vessel intojeyke. ‘‘I have never heard mention ofa vol-|), And now. it was seen that they were truly of 
‘ shape again to be worked. cano in this locality,” the very lowest order of savages without suffi- | 
Barney and Pomp and Dr. Vaneyke under-| ‘For the reason that this region very likely|cient intelligence to know either superstittan a 
bs stood thoroughly what Frank was about to do.|has never been explored,” said Frank, or fear. } 
But the crew of the whaling ship did not un-] ‘‘ You may be right.” They stood gazing upward atthe air-ship as 4 
derstand how ice tea’ feet thick was going to} ‘‘ What better hypothesis could we have ?ilif it was some huge bird, and that they at first 5 
be broken up enough to enable the Pearl to|}Do you know I have a theory?” fancied it to be such was evident, when they 
sail ovt into the open sea. ‘* Eh—what is it?” suddenly raised their bows and sent a cloud of : 
Frank knew that ice like nite of the most} ‘‘There is an old-time explorer, I think his/arrows rattling against the surface of the air- i 
solid kind could be wedged and split on the|name is Dodd, who claimed to have discovered|ship. i 
grain. This was what he expected to do. a region of voicanoes here and also a warm val- ut Frank leaned over the rail and made , 
‘Of course, there was nolittle work about it.|ley, where internal fires kept the snow and ice|pacific gestures, This caused one of.them, who 
But finally the last hole was drilled, the final|away,” | appeared to be the leader, to hail Frank in | 
cartridge placed and then Barney and Pomp} ‘“ Pshaw, a fable!’" some unintelligible jargon. 
went aboard the air-ship. ‘*T admit that Dodd is generally disbelieved.| The young inventor could not understand it 
Frank caused the Sky Scraper to mount up-|At the same-time I really believe that a chainjand made no effort to, He began a system of. | 
ward for about one hundred feet. Then hejof volcanoes does exist yonder,” sign talk. - 
pressed an electric button. Indeed, this declaration of the young inven-| "He persevered in this for some while, but 
The current shot through the wire to the line|tor seemed well warranted. Smoke was seenjcould get nothing out of the natives. 
of cartridges. Instantly the explosion oc-|tobe hovering above a number of the mountain) ‘‘Confound their thick skulls!” he cried, “I 
curred. peaks, which here seemed gathered ina clus-ican do nothing with them.” 
It was like the rumble of amighty earth-|ter. **Look yonder!” cried Hartley. ‘‘There are 
uake. There were no es particles of ice in} Also the mighty bergs and snow crevasses their houses. Why not examine them?” 
the air, but the ice field simply divided, as if|seemed to grow singularly scarce, and in‘places| Frank looked in the direction indicated. He 
cut with a knife. bald-crowned hills showed themselves devoid|beheld a curious sight. 

There was a wide strait, extending half ajof snow. The mountain wall of rock was literally 
mile to the open sea. So nicely had Frank cal-|. They were certainly eppnceching a vastly/honeycombed with cavern chambers, after the 
culated that it met the very keel of the frozen}different region. Even the air seemed to feelimanner of the ancient cliff dwellers of Mexico. 
ship and cleared it of the ice wedge upon either/the influence of the volcanoes. These were the habitations of the Antarctic 
side. But the explorers were not toremain long in|natives, Truly, they were a queer tribe. 

The Pearl dropped into the water with a}doubt. But even as they Jooked an astonishing thing 
mighty splash and rocked in the open strait, a| The Sky Scraper sped on swiftly and soonajhappened. Uponaspur of rock far above a 
free ship. marvelous sight was:spread to view. All gazed|slender female figure appeared, and a wild 

The next thing was to get her out of thejupon it with amazement. scream came down to the ears of those on board 
strait into the open sea. Two long mountain ¢hains extended to thejthe Sky Scraper. 

The crew cheered lustily at the success of}southward as faras the eye could reach. Be-| ‘*‘ My God, it is Violet!” eet Hartley. 

Frank's scheme. Then the young inventor|/tween these was a deep valley. It was truly the daughter of the lost captain 

. went down to the deck of the Pearl once more.| Partly up the outward slopes of these vol-jof the Pearl. She had seen the air-ship from 
He caused a cable to be attached to the bowjcanic mountains the line of snow and ice ex-/her cell in the cliff, and escaping, had managed 

: of the ship, and the Sky Scraper gently towed |tended. to gain this point of rock. 

: her out of the strait. It was something of a} But upen the inner sides and through the ut her foes were after hereven now. Three 

R strain for the light air-ship, but she did it by ore valley, there was not a particle of snow.jof the Antarctic savages were scaling the cliff 

- deyrees. nly green grass dnd flowering shrubs and/to recapture her, 

he next thing was to clear the rigging of |Arctic mosses. Hartley was in the wildest state of excite- 

BS _ the ice which enchained it. Frank caused| It was a wonderful spectacle and one almost|ment. He could hardly contain himself. 

x small wires to be twined about the ropes and|beyond belief. For a time our adventurers} ‘‘ Let me out!” he shrieked. ‘I must save- 

masts and laid over the sails and blocks, gazed upon it: spell-bound. her!” 

A current sufficient to melt the ice was em-| Especially was Hartley interested. ‘* Keep cool,” admonished Frank. ‘‘ She shall 

x loyed, and soon great clouds of steam arose} ‘‘I vow that is a wonderful phenomenon!” hejbe saved.” 

| ntheair. Piece by piece the ice melted andjcried. “In all my travels, 1 have neverseen| The young inventor sprung into the pilot 

. dropped off. its like.” - house and sent the Sky Scraper forward to the 

‘ In a few hours the crew were busy polishing| ‘‘It is grand!” cried Dr. Vaneyke, enthusias-|very edge of the cliff. As it floated to the verge 

the spars and se the ropes. The sails were|tically. ‘‘ What a contribution to science this}Hartley at the rail leaned over and clasped the 

unbent, and general activity reigned on board|discovery will be?” young girl in his arms, 

F the Pearl. Frank Reade, Jr., was busy looking, for a} Thus she was safely brought to the deck of 

. The ship was now manageable and able to}convenient place for descent, fur it was his|the air-ship, Her pursuers, discomfited, gave 

| stand before the wind. When all this had been|intention to explore the volcanic valley. Bar-jover the pursuit 

; done Mate Hartley, by Frank’s request, went mex and Pomp were at their duties, The joy of the two lovers was most intense. 

ms aboard the Sky Scraper. own settled the Sky Scraper rapidly. But/Those who witnessed it averted their gazein a 

. Then the air-ship set out for Enderby Land|just as it descended within a few hundred feetjreverent manner. ‘ 

one hundred miles distant. of the earth, Hartley gavea wild cry of amaze-| ‘‘ Violet says that, all of her party are cap- 
The Pearl was to cruise about the yieieny ment. Instantly Frank and Dr. Vaneyke werejtives in those cliff dwellings,” declared Hart- 

a until the return. The erpoee of the expedi-|by his side. ley after awhile, approaching Frank. ‘‘She 

tion was to rescue Captain Bracer and hiscom-| ‘‘Look!’ he cried, excitedly, ‘*the valley is a we can rescue them without much trou- 
e ” 


or 


( panions if possible. peopled with human beings! ; . 
ia. It was not known that they were alive, but} Astounded, the others saw as well as Hart-|. “ It-shall be done!” cried the young inventor, 
. ae was clung to. az cue this was true: heartily. : 
artley was the pee one of the Pearl’s crew rom a deep fissure in the mountain side ful-| The Antarctic natives had all retired toa 
to go aboard the Sky Scraper. Aly a hundred wild, savage looking meh swarm-|safe distance from the mysterious conor 
e was deeply impressed with the novelty ofjed forth. The Sky Scraper had caught their)/which had descended upon them from the 
A sailing in the air, and expressed his approval|gaze and they were regarding it with evidentjclouds, 
Bins in many ways. The Sky Scraper made a swift|amazement. There was no doubt but that they were 
rare)’. flight of that hundred miles, They w reliteral giants in frame and dressed|greatly puzzled, if not impressed with a deadly 
ss, oon Enderby Land lay revealed below them.jin the skins of various wild animals, That/fear. 
Truly it was a wild and desolate scene. they were savages of a low order wasapparent.} Frank saw thatit was his time to act. He 
The voyagers had seen nothing in their trav-}. This was the first discovery of a human race|went to the needle gun and sent a bomb down 
els so far to compare with it. Nething but a/peculiar tothe region of the Antarctic, and wasjto the base of the cliff. 
mighty waste of ice gorges and snow was visi-jof no little importance. It exploded with fearful force. The air was 
ble as far south as the eye could reach, —— filled with flying stones, turf and debris. The 
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FRANK READE, JR’S “SKY SCRAPER.” 

























Realizing the enormity of the risk incurred,|longing to see old Readestown and America 
Frank finally abandoned the plan and let thejonce more, 
Those in hiding in the cave dwellings rushed |air-ship descend into the valley. si de passed and the flight over Graham’s » ’ 
out and took to flight. Suddenly from one of} Nothing was seen of the natives. Land, and the Polar continent in general was 
the caves three men rushed out. They were doubtless hiding in the mountains. |devoid of exciting incident. 

At once they were seen to be white men.|It was quite useless to endeavor to treat or} Naught was visible so far below but vast 
Hartley recognized them. ~ make friends with them. wastes of ice and snow, The unvarying mono- 

‘It is Captain Bracer and the two sailors!”| Sono attempt was made todo this. Frank|tony was painful to the eye. | 
he cried, ‘‘ let me signal them !"" let the air-ship drift slowly ‘along through the} So it was with something like a thrill of re- 

The air-ship at once descended and rested|valley. . lief that the party saw the bleak, angry waters 
-upon the ground. Captain Bracer and his men| Close observation of its peculiarities was thus/of the South Atlantic break into view. 

looked about in a bewildered manner, untiljmade. Dr. Vaneyke busied himself greatly in} Then the skies became black and stormy. 
they saw the air-ship. thistnanner, _ The wind blew a hurricane and for days the 

Then the captain recognized Violet and Hart-| ‘‘ The soil is rich in plant food,” he declared,|Sky Scraper beat steadily against it. 
ley on the deck. At once they started for the|‘‘ but there is an absence of the plant. Doubt-| It seemed as if it would never overcome the 
Sky Scraper. less it would thrive here if brought here. It is/terrific resistance, but after a week of hard 

Some of the Antarctic natives undertook tojcertainly a wonderful region,” battling the air-ship got out of the tempestuous 
chase them, but Frank sent a bomb into their| ‘Do you think that it could support a nation/clime, and one day a dark, forbidding line of 
midst and they at once fled into the mountains|of people?” asked Frank. coast was seen to the northwest. 

‘If its extent is what I think it is, yes,” re-| Instantly all were on deck with glasses to 
plied the scientist, “ but——” study the distant coast. 

: , But it remained for Frank Reade, Jr., to 
“The inhabitants would be constantly living|declare what land it was. He carefully took 
upon the verge and crust of a terrestrial hell./the bearings and then declared : 

o doubt below us there are internal fires of} “It is really Terra del Fuego, the land of. 
fearful scope.” fire, Far to the westward is the mighty head 

Captain Bracer was a bluff, j **Do you think they will ever break forth ?”|of Cape Horn.” 

As he embraced Hartley, he cried : ‘“‘That is a difficult question to answer, Per-| All drew a breath of joyful relief. 

‘Why, lad, we never expected to see ye/haps not for ten thousand years, and yetJiable| It was certainly a joyful reflection that at 
again. Have ye been hunting for us all this}to at any moment. When they do, there will|last they were upon their own side of the 
time 2” 5 likely be a revolution of the whole earth’s sur-jearth and in sight of an American continent. 

**T would never have returned without you !”|£ace. The Sky Scraper now made rapid flight. For 
cried the brave young mate, “but I fear that} ‘‘ In what respect?’ fully two weeks her electric engines had been 
; we should never have succeeded in rescuing| ‘“ Why, everything about here will sink be-\driving constantly and her wings had been 7 
¥. you, but for this gentleman and his wonderfuljneath the falling crust. There will be earth-|beating the air. 
ee air-ship.” ent and the ocean will rush in to flood and| Of course the friction and wear was some- 
Pe ‘‘ Air-ship!” gasped the amazed sea captain.|fill up the depression. Such a removal of the|thing fearful, and Frank saw that a landing 
ba **Blow me! I’ve sailed many a good ship onjocean will lay bare certain parts of the globe|must soon be made and some of the armatures 


matives were now thoroughly terrified, and 
ed, 













and did not again show themselves, 

It could beseen that the rescaed men were 
regarding the Sky Scraper with wonderment 
as they ran toward it. 

In a few moments they were at the rail, They 
clambered on deck and their meeting with Vio- 
jet and Hartley was a joyful one. 
jovial old salt. 


“What ?” 





ge the seas, but never iu the air. now submerged. New continents will arisejreplaced. 

ed “That is what this is,” said Hartley, with a|from the sea, and old ones will be flooded. The} So he hailed the appearance of land with 

ay: laugh, ‘* but let me introduce you.” Arctic Ocean, as in the Glacial Epoch, will|something like oF f was his intention to 

ea rank e, Jr., Dr. Vaneyke and Barney |rush down across North America. The North|pass over Terra del Fuego, however, and alight . 
he and Pomp all shook hands with the captain.|Pole will be transposed t6 about the vicinity of|in Patagonia. aes 
“Then followed much explanatory talk. . fa belt near Cuba, and the South Pole to the| ‘‘ We will then have a hunt on the Pampas,” S 
F The ars ape seplained how they had wander-jcenter of India. Where the regions of ice now/he declared. ‘‘Surely that will be something _ 
r 2 ed into the snow valleys and got lost, Finallyjare in the Arctic and Atlantic, there would be/to anticipate.” . ! 
ea they had found the volcanic valley just in time|the heat of the equator and tropics.” _| Barney and Pomp were delighted, as was 

Ps, to escape being frozen, and had at once been| Frank listened to this hypothesis in amaze-|Dr. Vaneyke. Two weeks in their cram 

ty captured by the natives, ment, quarters induced a natural longing to get down 

aS hat wou!d have been their ultimate fate it} ‘‘ Wonderful !” he exclaimed, “‘ have you anyjupon terra firma for awhile. 

we was hard to say. Probably they would never|precedent for such an assumption, doctor ?” The flight over Terra del Fuego was most in- 

ye ’ have seen civilization again. ** The best of precedents, Geology teaches|teresting. . 


** But I kin tell yes this is a wonderful freak|us that the majority of the North American| It was a wild region, indeed, and it was read- 


2 of nature, this valley,” declared Captain Bra-|country was under the sea, also many re ofjily seen why it was called the Land of Fire, 


a cer. ‘‘There’s nothing in this country to equal|Europe and Asia, At one time no doubt Eng-|Extensive conflagrations were seen everywhere 
fe 1% land was connected by land with the continent./and in places men and animals were fleeing 
NE e with ‘you!” cried Frank. ‘Do you}Some such depression or internal convulsion|for their lives before the flames, 


know how far south it extends?” as this one I have described as possible, trans-| Then the Straits of Magellan were crossed. 
‘**T have reason to believe even to the imme-|ferred the cities and continent of Atlantis to\Several ships were seen picking their way 
- diate region of the South Pole. It must be|the bottom of the sea.” : through, . ‘ 
that the earth’s internal fires approach quite} “ Gaby !” gasped Pomp, who had been listen-| Then Patagonia loomed up ahead, Before 
mear to the surface, and that is what makes|ing. ‘‘I done fink we be like de people in/nightfall the Pampas lay below and the South 
the land so warm and fertile.” Noah’s ark, den. I don’see how an body but|Atlantic Ocean was out of sight. - 

“There is no doubt but that is a correct hy-|us ¢an be sabed, bekase dar’s nobody kin fly; Frank selected a good place for a descent. ae 
pothesis,” agreed Dr. Vaneyke. ‘This discov-|in de air but us.” This was in the verge of a vast area of beech- \ 
ery will astonish the scientific world,” “Keep your eyes open Pomp,” laughed/woods, This was the principal wood of Pata- 

- But preparations were made to convey the|Frank. ‘“‘ When you hear of an earthquake/gonia. 
whalers crew back to the ship. It was their|just get aboard the air-ship in the quickest Deep giens, lonely recesses, and babblin 
intention to at once sail for home. way. It will be your. certain salvation.” brooks were here, all overshadowed by*gian cS 

Two years in those solitudes was enoughof| ‘* Bejabers, if iverybody else on earth was|beechwoods. While out beyond were the 
an experience for all, and home would seem a|kilt yp abel wud be the use av us few livin’?”|mighty ocean-like expansesofthe Pampas, In . 

. good place to strike just then. So all looked|cried Barney. ‘“‘ Shure an’ Idon’t belave I'll put|this likely spot the camp was made, ‘a 
_ © ~. forward eagerly to rejoining the ship. mesilf into throuble an that account.” , . 
a The Sky Scraper made a swift flight back to| ‘‘ Huh! yo’ don’ want to die no mo’ dan any- 
: the poset. eee Aik bod ope en. ’ -CHAPTER XXXV, 

e Pearl was sighted just off shore and| ‘* Phwat’s that yez say?’ 
clear of the ice pack. At once boats put off,} ‘‘ I done reckon yo’d kick.” : ae tC ETS 
and the rescued party were taken aboard. ‘* Begorra that’s a part av the disease,” cried! A MORE delightful spot for a camp could 
Farewells were spoken, and the Pearl spread|Barney. ‘It’s a mighty poor death widout ajhardly be imagined. y 
D2 her sails and stood away, northward bound,| kick.” Wood was a een and soon Pomphada  — 
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D>, ‘The crew of the air-ship watched the vessel get} Everybody laughed and thesubject was drop-jbig fire going.’ Barney went into the woods pa 
oy! hull down on the horizon, then Frank Reade,|ped. Dr. Vaneyke was busy the rest of thejand brought back a brace of pheasants and ints 
es Jr., cried cheerily : day jotting down memoranda of his scientificjseveral rabbits. y 
“4 ‘Now, boys, let us go back to the Antarctic] observations, Pomp prepared these with his inimitable 4q 


valley. I have a powerful desire to explore} The Sky Scraper kept steadily on through the|skill and they were served. All ate with great 


NY that wonderful region.” Antarctic day. Darkness did not come withj|relish, te 
3 All were eager todo this. Dr. Vaneyke was|night, though - sun dipped low into the hor-| There were a few hours yet left before dark, ‘a 
fi: particularly enthusiastic. All believed that|izon. iP and the party determined to do a little explor- 7 
om exciting events were in store. | Full forty eight hours the air-ship tr2versed|in ; 

{ 





g. 

the warm regions of the Antarctic. The beechwood glens looked enticing, and aa 

Then at length they were left behind and|Dr. Vaneyke, Frank and Bartiey took their an 

once more snow and ice were encountered. Forjrifles and set forth. Pomp was left in charge 
* 


a CHAPTER XXXIV. 
DR. VANEYKE’'S HYPOTHESIS. 


wt - Tur Sky Scraper made quick time back to the|several days the Sky Scraper kept steadily|of the Sky Scraper. ee 
b volcanic valley. | northward having crossed the earth’s axis and} For some ways the hunters kept on. Then 5 
a This time Frank entered the vany. by coast-| being now upon the opposite side of the mighty|a flock of pheasants arose from a copse. Fi A 
i ° ing along the verge of several of the largest/globe. + A. shot brought down two, More were start- ” oe 
7 craters. LH zs ng That transition across the Polar line wasjed and then the party came to a silvery stream ‘i 
va These were of mighty extent and formed a/something to remember, Probably our aerialjoverhung with mighty trees. ene Ta 


thrilling spectacle vomiting their volume of|voyagers were the only human beings to ever} A little spring gushed forth from the earth. hs 
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e fire, smoke and boiling lava, Several times the|accomplish the feat, Barney flung himself down to drink outofit = 
a air-ship narrowly escaped being drawn into} Northward bound! when he gave a startled cry. ‘ a 
i the vortex of an eruption. 9 The thought had a particularly pleasant ef-) ‘“*Bejabers, phwat’s that?” he gasped. ° 
iS This would have been indeed fatal. The death|fect upon the travelers. It meant homeward} In an instant the others were by his side. — Oy 
ee of all on board would have beenacertainty, ‘bound, and not one of them but hadaquiet| ‘ What’sthe matter?” asked Frank; sharply, 
bt va ’ : ‘< Me / 
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“© Wud yez luk fer yersilf,” said the Celt,|the beechwoods, and’ with the cover of dark-|didn’t know Lee about it until I was nigh ad Ma 


arising. ‘Shure, an’ it's a big white eye lukin’|ness would no doubt make an attack. _ |de ground, sah !” | i: 
up at me out av the wather,” The sun was just settling in the west, There] ‘‘Mercy;‘on us!” cried Dr. Vaneyke. “ We 
a “A white eye ?” is no twilight in Patagonia. Soon al] wouldjcame near being all butchered in our beds!” — 
Be ‘* Yis, sor.” . be darkness, | Barney made no comment. He knew that 
| **Pshaw!” Knowing this Frank did not linger in the;Pomp felt bad enough about the affair. Frank 


Frank and Dr. Vaneyke laughed at the ex-|vicinity. The Sky Scraper was sent upward,|saw how the thing had happened and was dis- 
cited Celt. But Frank, seeing his earnestness,/and made acourse some miles to the north-|posed to exonerate Pomp, | 
knelt down over the spring. -.. _ .. ward. But he cried: . 

The water was_as clear as crystal. It bub-| Even here it was not deemed safe to descend.| ‘‘ We must do something with those fellows. 
bled up through a bed of clean white sand. So the anchors were thrown out and the air-|/I don’t want to kill them!” . | 

And there, imbedded in the sand, was what/ship held in suspension. The giants in terror were hanging over the 
Barney had deciared to be the great white eye.| And here at her anchor, the air-ship rocked.|rail and looking wistfully down at the earth. 
ch Frank thrust his hand down into the spring| Barney watched the first half of the night. Their fear was most abject and they seemed 
Pe and brought it up. , 5 Then came Pomp’sturn, All the others were|meditating the awful leap. . 

There it lay, the size of a pigeoni’s egg, in his|asleep below decks, The darky had not been| Frank saw he had nothing to fear and boldly 


hand, on guard long before some curious things hap-jopening the pilot-house door, went out. 
All the fires of true light blazed from the|pened. | The glare of the search-light made all on the 
stone. Simuitaneously all gasped: He sat nearthe rail and was watching the/deck as plain as day. He walked boldly up to 
** A diamond!” Southern Cross, a constellation visible in those|the giants and addressed them in several lan- 


Such it was, and a veritable rival of the|latitudes. guages. . ’ 
Kohinoor, For some moments not one of the| The stars seemed suddenly to be gently glid-| They cowered before him. Oneof them was = 
trio could speak. 9 ing upward. Then the horizon suddenly came|discovered to understand a smattering of — 
Then Frank turned the stone over slowly injon a line with Pomp’s vision. : Spanish, / : ; | a 
his hand. It needed not the glance of the ex-| Even then anexplanation of the phenome-| This was fortunate,and Frank made them °*_ 
pert to determine the true water of the blue/non might not have occurred to the darky had|understand, that they would not be injure@ © | 
white stone. ag it not been for a sudden perceptible jarring of|but safely returned to the earth, if they would Je 
_ * Barney, it isyours,”said Frank. ‘‘ Youare|the air-ship. only agree to never disturb the air-ship again, pi. 
a wealthy man, This will make yourfortune.”} Then he sprung to his feet in a startled man-| The savages were only too glad to accept 
The Celt was too excited to get his tonguejner and saw that the air-ship was almost on ajthese terms. 


sha erecnod out into plain Eng ish. Only un-/level with the pampas. Then Frank discovered that a number of 
intelligible brogue rolled from his lips. Astonished he sprung to the search-light and them were clinging to the anchor rope. He 


But. the trio were not given much time to dis-| pressed the key. shouted to Pomp to lower the air-ship quickly. 
cuss the merits. of the rich find. A flood of light lit up the vicinity. Pomp| But beforethe Sky Scraper reached the earth 

Just as Frank passed the diamond to Barney|saw that the air-ship was not twenty feet from|two more of the giants fell off and were dashed 
i mighty cry came from the depths of the|the earth and below upon the plain were ajto pieces. 


i yeechwoods.. ai score or more of the giants. © was a fearful lesson to them, and they 
Instantly all turned and were amazed at-the} They were pulling at the anchor rope and hadjhastily scrambled from the deck, and joining ee)? 
spectacle whichthey beheld. ss nearly dragged the air-ship down to thejtheir comrades when the air-ship alighted, they + oa 
; ». From the depths of the forest a score of giant| ground. . vanished in Ree ; . : a 
c forms had appeared and were rushing toward} A yell of terror pealed from Pomp’s pe. The episode had been an exciting one, and 
- * them. Herculean savages they were, clad in| ‘‘ Marse Frank, come quick, fo’ yo’ life. _De|for some time it furnished food for discussion. 
eo skins and carrying huge war clubs. debbils hab cum fo’ us!” __ But finally Pomp said: _.. 
Frank Reade, Jr., recognized their character} At the same moment Pomp pressed the elec-| “‘ Wha’ am yo’ gwine to do now, Marse 
at ance,” | tric alarm... It began ringing furiously. rank? Shall we fin’ anoder camping place ?”* 


He knew that they were specimens of the fa-|» The giants seeing that they were discovered,| ‘‘No; we will stay right here,” replied the a 
mous race of Patagonian giants, savage fellows|broke the air with a chorus of savage yells.jyoung inventor. ‘‘Go out there and find the Ver 
and well to be dreaded. For a moment our|They gave way at the rope and down came thejanchor and puf out a new rope.” 0 


friends were stupefied. ' '_ |air-ship to the earth. ; ‘But amn’t poner afraid ob de rapscallions: 
Then Frank Reade Jr. recovered himself and} Then a dozen of them piled over the rail and/comin’ back, sah?” a 3 

shouted : “ : upon the deck, It was certainly a most criti-| ‘‘ Not a bit of it,” declared Frank. ‘They 
** For your lives? Back to the air-ship. Fol-}cal moment. won’t trouble us again. Besides, you. must ~ 

low me !” | aan -|keep better watch.” pe ee 
A shower of war clubs came flying aftdr the CHAPTER XXXVL ° Pomp said no more, The anchor connection 


Seer white men. With long strides and sav- was made, and then fall retired to rest again. 
a3 yells the giants came on in pursuit. ACROSS THE TABLE LANDS. Nothing more of interest occurred that night. 
own through the glen went pursued and} Pomp had retreated into the pilot-house. He} The next half day was occupied in repairing 
’ pursuers. Dr. Vaneyke on account of his age/had presence of mind enough to press the elec-|the machinery, Then the flight was taken up 
could not run as fast as Frank and Barney. tric valve which closed and locked évery en-\again. Ne ae 
He faltered and lost ground. = trance on board. ; or days the air-ship sailed on over the wild- f ify 
Seeing this Frank cried : But the Patagonian giants made a mistakelest country our voyagers had ever seen. a 
“Run on, doctor, Get to the air-ship as/in their attack upon the Sky Scraper, ,| Patagonia had been left behind and the roll- 


uickly as possible and Barney and I will hold} Having pulled it down to the earth, they hadjing plains and table lands of the Argentine 


ore on 
a oy’. 


f hem in check.” ; Oe BPR evidently believed that it would stay there|came into view. | a 5 
ic} _A word toBarney was sufficient. The Celt} without being secured. | And now our voyagers could realize in full ‘f 
a fell in behind a beechwood and opened fire on} Some of them scrambled over the rail, A|what a vast territory in this part of the world : 
the giants. . - . |part of those dragging on the anchor rope letjyet remained a wilderness and unsettled. 2 
Frank did the same. Several of the foe were|go. The result was astounding. As far as the eye could reach for many hours % 
thus quickly brought down.. This drove the| The air-ship, relieved of the strain upon it,|/the air-ship floated above a waste of country yy 
others to cover. instantly vaulted upward again. In doing sojutterly devoid of human settlement, 


They sought shelter behind the beech woods, |it took up those who yet clung to the rope full] There were plenty of wild beasts, and of all 
But their woodcraft was of a surperior nature|a hundred feet into the air, also those on thejdescriptions, ve : ie 
and soon Barney and Frank became conscious] deck. | But the hand of man had not.as yet made it-~- a 

_  f the fact that they were likely to be sur-| Moreover, so great was the impetus upwardiself felt in these solitudes. Indeed, without | 

Bc rounded, that the anchor rope was snapped like thread./|doubt much of the region was totally unex- 

thr This necessitated falling back. With the}Up shot the air-ship a thousand feet into the|plored. 

co beechwoods for cover they did this slowly. ~ fair. . i For days the Sky Scraper drifted northward. == 

Bit Their rifles gave them the advantage of the} And hanging to the broken anchor rope be-| Frank made no attempt at a descent, as the Nae 

ig giants, for enay conus pick a man and drop him}low were half a dozen terrified giants. Those|nights were almost akin to the days, being a 

ia every time. e primitive weapons of the sav-|on the deck rushed to the rail and two of them|moonlit and bright. 


ps wes were Only effectual in close combat. | actually leaped over, to go down to an awful} ‘The air was rich and balmy, and this part of 
2 ut by this time Dr. Vaneyke had nearly|death. | the trip the travelers enjoyed more than any. 
_ -reached the Sky Scraper. Asa signal he fire Pomp was quick-witted enough to see the'Nights of the most placid and beatiful descrip- 
his rifle. , situation ata glance. The darky made quick|tion were the order. 
al. ** Come on, Barney!” shouted Frank, .. jand instant action. — OM To sit by the air-ship’s rail in the evening 
ee Both dashed away at full speed. At that} He checked the upward flight of the air-jand while away the hours in social conversa- 
= instant, from a thicket just ahead, two huge/jship and héld it in suspension, else it might|tion in songs and musical selections, while the 
bea giants burst forth. One hurled a battle ax,|have gone upward indefinitely. ship floated above mighty mountain peaks, 


which just escaped Barney’s head. - By this time every one of the aerial voyagers|down through valleys and over brilliantly- 
: _ Frank instantly brought the savage down|were aroused. They, finding the cabin doorjlighted cities and towns, was a treat for the 
with his revolver. The other fell beneath}locked, came piling into the pilot house, - gods. | . 
Barney’s deadly aim, Then on rushed the two| ‘‘ What on earth is the matter, Pomp?” cried ene raontine was crossed in this manner, and 
: | en 


men. , Cie ts _ |Frank. “ts araguay. Then one day Frank took the ~ 
| Now the air-ship was in sight. The giants| ‘*‘ Yo’ kin see fo’ yo’sef, sah,” replied the|bearings, and declared: i 
_ had broken cover and were close behind. darky,-pointing to the deck. | “We are high over Brazil. A wonderful 
Another hundred yards and Frank and Bar-| Frank looked and was astounded to see the|country is now before us. We are entering 
mney would have been overtaken. But,Pomp}giants by the rail. | upon the reat Table-lands, and in another 
. mow.took a hand in the affair, ‘** How did they get there?” he gasped. week we shall reach the Selvas of the Ama- 


"The darky opened fire Seon the deck of the} ‘‘Dey jes’ pulled de ‘air-ship down to dejzon.” Tal 
_. air-ship, and so did. Dr. Vaneyke. This for a|ground by de anchor ropes,” replied Pomp, _“ And there, I beg the privilege of a descent!” 
moment checked the savages. _ : “Where were you all the time? Were youjcried Dr. Vaneyke, eagerly. *I would like to 
-. On board tumbled Frank and Barney. There aaieep at your post ?’ ate) _. }pursue some research in those mighty forests.” 
‘was no alternative but to break camp andj ‘Fo’ de good Lor’, Marse Frank, obco’se Ij] ‘‘ You shall have your wish,” replied Frank. 
Wi pene The giants hovered among'warn't! It was jes’ done so easy like dat I! So all now looked forward eagerly to the day 
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| __ when the Selvas of the mighty Amazon should] ‘“ Begorra, I'l! go alone!” he cried. ‘‘ Divil ajnow saw, but the coil of a mighty serpent of = 
— _— be reached. ; coward do I want wid me!” the anaconda species. shi 4 
_ 4 ‘To describe the wonders of the mighty table-| So Pomp yielded. The canoewas equipped,| A terrible yell burst from Pomp’s lips. He a 
lands over which they now passed, would re-jand they pushed out into the stream. would have leaped overboard in his fright but a a 
~~ «quire volumes, As they did so a sixteen foot alligator leisure-|it was too late, ee 
pi “> - We will not attempt it here, but carry the/ly glided out of some saw grass and blinked at} Down came the terrible coils, and in an in- — Aj 
____ reader on to the famous Selvas, where our ad-|them. stant wound about him. Up into the foliage. a 
_ venturers were aestined to experience some} But Barney was at the paddle, and sent thejhe was hauled by irresistible force, and he felt i 
_ most thrilling adventures, canoe up the sluggish current at a rapid pace, |himself being crushed to death by that awful 
re One day the broad table lands began to merge| It was the. purpose of the explorers to keep|pressure, | 
- into forests. as near the shore as possible. This wasin the| It was an awful fate to befall the terrified 
And such forests! Nothing in the world is|belief that the huge monsters supposed to in-|darky. 





to be compared to the Selvas of the Amazon.|fest the river were in its middle. antenttty 


_ +Few the white men who have traversed them} But this was a great mistake. The alligators 
| —s in their entirety. and a huge ato of water snake ave at CHAPTER XXXVIII. 
ie To-day, in spite of years of exploration and|home in the brakes and saw-grass along the _ FATE OF THE SKY SCRAPER, 
- __— research, there are mighty portions of this vast|shore, j For a moment Barney stood paralyzed with 
« wilderness unexplored. ces of men live} However, they paddled on fora good whilej/horror at the situation... He saw the awful 
__. there, unlike any other. Beasts and serpents, |in safety. folds encircle Pomp, and knew that death 
, _ birds and saurians of different species from| No incident of an exciting nature occurred.|m enaced his friend, 
e- ay in any other part of the world, The scenes about them were of the most won-| Then his wits returned, 
nto this mighty wilderness the voyagers|derful description. The Celt was never a coward in time of dan- 

BS now made their way. _ : The huge trees bent over the river and in/ger. 

Ps Frank was true to his promise to make a de-| places their tops weré connected by veritable|. He was willing to give his life to save his 
_ zg Scent here. Dr, Vaneyke was on edge with an- Bridges of Feiilisner vines, friend. Quick as a flash he acted. 

ticipation and excitement. _ : | Across these bridges troops of monkeys went} ‘‘ Begorra, don’t yez give up, na gur he 
Eek Barney ene Fone ey ete hunting ete chattering. . tt 4 Howld ee he eS yea! eo 3 
ae ey new bial there was sport. in| Barney and Pomp could easily have shot|,,4° S@w the terrible head of the boacon- Be 
i store for them. ain had they been ES disposed. In the foliage|Sttictor dancing in the foliage above, Upwent © 


eae th 
Sothere was, and some exciting adventures : oAy te us : the Celt’s rifle. 1 
: *tand blending with its rich color harmoniously, A quick, sure aim. wa 


the like of which they had neve i- ; - 
By cbeedin any ae he eet RE “Once Barney gave a quick start and cease), He Was Adead shot, The rifle oke,and the 
Fo weiner ee, | 
at ; *“Begorra, wud yez luk at the loikes av s . 

a Ir was at arst ‘ difionlt. matter to find a that saw o object of Barney's remark the canoe,” ons Nee amas: 
needa lei: He Secor aie eae en mbt art hed" ce"k rat damn ithe pia 


et was not so badly injured but that he could 
matted with vegetation that a clearing was tree trunk had fallen into the water at some}. | 


~~ not a common thing. 
BS. But finally the explorers found a break in the 

. forest just where two smallrivers met and be 
came tributary to the Amazon, 
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He instantly struck out. Pee ma is { 
rifleand went forward to help him into the 3 
canoe, Rp: ‘sh 
But at that moment a dozen huge heads . 


‘| It wasa jaguar, and the beast’s eyes seemed 
fixed intently upon the water. Its tail was 
just touching the water, 



















on It was barely large enough to afford a land-|" Gudgenty i : 3 .|rose out of the water all around the boat. : 

My ; y its paw was seen to flash down ; 

ee ing _— te e Sky popes bh. 'The|Wa"d, and when it rose there was in its grasp|_, eee ae meer a rush 7 the hopeless q 

rAS ; ee me . uric if sae tea Cnovugas li ‘tle a huge fish. Thistold the story. The jaguar TE scone Moe x een tt ante th . dark iy i 

ret Sana of nadid mob, fifty yards trem ‘the’ hanks was lishing. e indend doomed, But foriine wide ony tile! side. vi 
ee of the river. ! The fish disappeared down the beast’s capa-| With a superhuman effort Barney just drag- ‘ie 
pS. The anchors were thrown out, and the posi-|cious maw, when, as it saw Barney and Pomp,/ged him into thecanoe. The jaws of an alliga- 44s *f 
P tion of the air-ship made secure. it turned and flashed out of sight in the forest.|tor barely missed his heels. a 


When this had been accomplished, our ad-| Barney had sprung to his rifle to get a shot 
venturers began to look about them. And the|#t the beast. 
scene which now fell upon their gaze was cer-| But he was too late, 
tainly a wonderful one. _ It had vanished in the teense tle depths, 
Above their heads to the height of fully one|There was nothing but to paddle on. eo 
hundred and twenty feet or more rose the tree sy pag that’s a foine way to catch fish! 
tops. > averred Barney. ‘I wouldn’t moind that ‘I owes yo’ mah life, I’ish.” a 
- The trees were literal giants of their species, |Knack mesilf. Iniver had the luck an ee - | An’ yez have owed me a dollar fer over a 
There were the wide spreading paim, the De las’ time yo’ an’ I went fishin’, sale YO |year |” ! 
_luxuriant tree fern, the massive mahogany, drank up all de bait,” said Pomp facetiously. ** Fo’ de Lor’ I’se done gwine to pay yo’ dat Ay 
and dyewood, the caoutchouc, or rubber tree,|,,‘Shut up yer head!” said Barney, testily./dollar right away !” a 
and the bombox, or wool tree. Phwat do yez call that?’ Then they laughed. Nothing could dash the = 
And through all their branches densely and|, At that moment, from the branches of a huge|joval spirits of these two comical geniuses, — ha 
luxuriantly crept all manner of clinging and|tree fern, a strange bird, but with the most" « Whar am yo’ goin’ now ?” asked Pomp. 


Then Barney seized the paddle and sent the | ” 
canoe flying down the stream, The alligators 
came swimming behind, 

** Bress de Lor’!” gasped Pomp, “I done 
got away from dat snake!” 4 
** Bejabers it was a close call !” | ae 











trailing vines. _ -|gorgeous of plumage, flew. “Bejabers, back to the airship, ShureI’ve 

Indeed, the foliage was something magnifi-| , Instantly Pomp threw his rifle to his shoul-|naq enough av this unlucky counthry,” __ a 

cent, and our adventurers gazed upon it spell|@er and fired. : tay *“l’se wid yo’ dar, Tish.” : a 

ound, It was a neat shot, but Pomp’s aim was un-| And back to the air-ship the twoexplorers, __ 

“This \is the treat of my life!” declared Dr, |¢tring, and down came the bird fluttering into faint-hearted went. Frank and Dr, Vaneyke 

e@. _.Vaneyke. ‘‘ There are men in my profession to-|'2e water. : ‘ B were surprised, a 
— day who would give a fortune to be here!” Begorra, that’s a dandy!” cried Barney,| “What has brought you back so soon 2” cried a 
Re | “Then you are a lucky man!” laughed Frank, |e@gerly. ‘‘Shure, thim feathers wull make aithe young inventor in surprise. “I supposed 
“‘T will admit that!” | foine lady’s bonnet. . lyou would be absent all day.” _ oy 

But Barney and Pomp were hastily prepar-|_, 474 he bent to the paddle to recover the bird.|" « Rejabers it’s moighty lucky yezaretohave | — 

‘ But at that momenta huge pair of jaws roselys back at all, at all! replied Barney. . ae 


ing for a little bit of sport on their own hook. : 
Frank had given bie leave, and they had out,of the water, and the bird disappeared. 


Barney ceased to paddle. 
a it. See sigarsavt hohe oteeer abet ean MRC. Mither presarve us!” he gasped. ‘Shure, 


rs Poe This made a buoyant and safe craft, and they chines was large enough to take usin boat 
eo 


Thereupon they detailed their adventures. wl 
Frank and the doctor laughed heartily at their vai 
comic version of it. ; : \ 

There was no disposition to aiNaer long in i 
the spot where they were. All hands begun to i 
think serious of home, so a few hours later the 
Sky Scraper arose and the journey was re- 


. . an 4 

x Se rhe a trip up the river for some}#". Goll a done fink yo’ bettah not go any 
i‘ his seemed the safest’and best method of ex-|furder, Tish,” said Pomp, with a shiver. 

aa ploration, for the woods were so densely|#in’ no Jonah dat wants to be swallowed up, I/snmed. 
hb matted with vines as to be practically im-|#!”- , . The flight over the mighty Selvas occupied a 
f penetrable. gercaa 4 was as much of Pomp’s mindascould|couple of days, and then after crossing the 
a Dr. Vaneyke was disposedo confine his re-jbe on that subject. Just ahead was a place|mighty Amazon, they followed the course of 
search to the vicinity. | . where the foliage hung over the bank, and itjthe Rio Negro north for a few hundred miles, _ 
Pes “There is enough a occupy me here,” he de-jlooked like a good landing place. Then the course was changed and the Great — x 
ve clared. | ; ‘**Phwat do yez say if we go ashore a bit?”|Plateau of Southern Venezuela was reached. —_ 
ia oe ‘Frank was busy with some repairs on the/asked the Celt. |Next the Orinoco river, and Frank followed 
* machinery of the craft. But he carefully ad-| ‘I’m jes’ agreeable to dat,” replied Pomp. this down to its delta. ie 
monished Barney’and Pomp not to go far orbe| Accordingly Barney sent the canoe up under|_ His course now he decided should beoverthe 
“gone long. ath the overhanging branches. Islands of Trinidad, Tobago, Martinique and — 
“ Golly, Marse Frank, does yo’ s’pose dar am| ‘‘ Wud yez grab a limb an’ hold an?” cried|Guadaloupe, so that at no time would the Sky 4 


4 erie | 
ie 
ra 


ap big snakes outdarin dat ribber? Ain’spe-|Barney. ‘‘Take that wan over yer head.” Scraper be long out of sight of land. 
cially fo 


nd ob snakes.” _| Pomp at once obeyed. He grabbed a limb| Following the Lesser Antilles, the next point! (a 
“T believe there may be,” replied Frank.}overhead which seemed as large as his body. jwould be the Greater Antilles, Porto Rico, __ 
“You will need to look out for them.” But the instant he did this he saw a horrible|Hayti and Cuba, _ Rit, bi. a 
‘This was a poser for Pomp. . |head and basilisk eyes among the foliage and} Thence Frank intended to cross overtoKey 
‘If there was one thing which he had a horror|the limb moved. _ . | West, and northward along the Florida coast 
of it was snakes, But Barney urged himon, ! Heavens! it was not a part of the tree as he'across the States, home. . ta ‘ite 
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ae entist. | fa8Shion. The launch was steering straight for|with a relish. Two happier or more genial 
| . * Doctor, this is the last of the Sky Scraper.|Moro Castle. - |characters it would not be easy to find. 

_ She will never be saved.” } It was of no use to argue with the ignorant} As for Dr. Vaneyke, he had only the memory © 
“Don’t say that.” commander. Frank knew this, so he saidjof his wonderful research left. All his valuable 

. “Tt is true.” nothing. _|specimens were at the bottom of the sea. | 

_ * What shall we do?” The result was that the whole party were, a; Nevertheless, he was able to give many in- — 
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- well until the air-ship hung over the Isle of|climbed into it. 


- ground by means of explosives. ‘But as they did so a startled cry went up|ton. Thus it read: 


> 


, 
‘ 


wings acted as a parachute to lower it gently. |nothing of the kind. I have heard of the thick-| But not until he was safe home in Reades- | 


ae fall Tn the middle of the harbor. Also, as shelhis anger. . ‘ 
had not been built to float, she would goto} ‘If youdare to lock us up in your dirty oldjof traveling around the world, north and south, © 
castle!” he cried, impressively, ‘‘ your govern-|would never cease to be regarded as Frank's 4 
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_ _* He had no intention of making a stop any-|time to throw themselves overboard when she|tune here in your harbor. Instead of locking — 
where, for these islands were familiar to all ofjsank. They were nearly drawn into the vortex,|them up you should politely extend them court- @ 


the travelers. | but all were good swimmers, and kept upljesy and aid to reach home. | 
But fate had ordered it otherwise. All wentjuntil the canoe could be righted. Then they ut the governor was sure that he had cap- 





Cuba. trial. 

Dr. Vaneyke had a desire to see the city of} CHAPTER XXXIX. The consul as well as Frank knew the char- 
Havana from the deck of the air-ship. So) . SPANISH JUSTICE—THE END. acter of a Cuban trial too well. It would con- — 
Frank sent the Sky Scraper thither. . THE position was a most calamitous one for|sist merely of a hearing of the officer's story, 


Is hung over the city at an elevdtion of aithe voyagers. The transition from the sky tojand an order to shoot the prisoners for safety’s if - 


thousand feet. Its appearance in the sky cre-|the water had been so sudden and complete as|sake. 


ated a sensation in the Spanish town. to leave no time for premeditation or even| ‘‘ We deny your right to a trial!” cried the ; ss 


Now the majority of Cubans are very super-|speculation as to chances of escaping death. jconsul, angrily. ‘‘ The U.S. ship of war Kear- 
stitious, and ever suspicious of foreigners and} However, all were safe for the time in the|sarge is now in your harbor, I shall first cable 


their possible designs against the country. canoe, But the exciting incidents of the hourjour Secretary of State, and upon receiving his — 


The effect produced by the appearance of the had only begun. reply I shall go aboard the Kearsarge and you 
a Scraper can therefore be imagined. As if the total loss of his air-ship were not|will have a war with the United States upon 
_. The Governor ordered the troops out fron)|.ffliction enough for Frank Reade, Jr., a newlyour hands!” 

Moro Castle and the whole city was thrown in.|calamity presented itseif. But yet the authorities were obdurate. 
to a state of the wildest disorder. Getting out of the whirling vortex made by} That nies the prisoners spent in their dun- 

It was believed that some hostile nation had|the sinking air-ship, our adventurers started'geons. The next noon the consul again ap- 
invented an air-ship and had come to Havanajto paddle the canoe through the dancing waves|peared. eo | 
for the purpose of leveling the city to thelof the bay. | This time he had acablegram from Washing- 


The voyagers could see that something was/from Dr. Vaneyke. | 2 - 
going on down below, but they never suspect-| ‘‘ Look out Frank, they’ll run us down!” Me oie Ob oar ecaah Molen tosses ie dei, 
As shey were watching the scene spread be-|time to see a small steam launch bearing down|country is responsible for their good conduct. 
low therecame a sudden rending sound from|upon them. “Signed: BLAINE, 
the engine-room. - In it were a dozen armed Cubans in military] ,, “Secretary of State. 
Then the Sky Scraper began to rapidly settle.juniform, The commaniter shonted forcibly: | “WAsHINeTON, D.C., U.S.A.” ~ 
Frank was aetonished. ‘* Surrender, you dogs, or we'll cut you to} But even this did not seem to have the desir- 
** Hello, Barney ! what are you doing?” pieces !” : ed effect. Not until the consul had actually 
There was no reply. ** Ahoy !’ shouted Frank. ‘‘ Who are you?”|boarded the Kearsarge and it exposed its bat- 
The Celt was below. There was nobody in the} ‘‘ You'll find out in due time!” was the surly ete 0 Moro Castle did the ignorant officials 


pilot-house and the wheel was set. reply. “‘Come aboard now and make nojlyie | | 
“We are sinking,” cried Dr. Vaneyke. beputa.” **Confound ’em!” cried the master of the ship, 
“what does it mean, Frank?” 3 — “That is just what we want to do,” replied|“if they don’tcome to terms in twenty min- 
*T can’t imagine.” - the young inventor. utes Ill batter their old barracks to the 


The young inventor sprung into the engine-| The next moment the canoe was. alongside|ground!” ; 
room. It required but a glance for him to see|the launch and allclambered aboard. Adark,| But this did not become necessary. 


thé truth. | ‘ Iswarthy and fierce-looking Spaniard confront-| The signal appeared on the tower of the cas- 

The wings of the air-ship were notijed Frank. tle. The prisoners were escorted by a guard to 
moving. They were simply acting as a para-| ‘“ Are you le capitaine?” he asked, tersely. |the quay, where.they boarded an American 
chute to lower the ship to the earth. ‘*T am the owner of the air-ship,” replied|steamer for New York. 

One of the driving rods, a: delicate piece of|Frank. This last thrilling incident terminated the 
steel, had’'snapped. This was an unlooked-for| ‘“ PerDios! An American !” ejaculated theljinteresting adventures of our voyagers north 
and serious calamity. Spanish officer. ‘“*So you thought to blow upjand south around the world. 

*“My soull” gasped, Frank, “I fear the Skyjotr city, eh? But your game did not work !” A short while later they were on Yankee soil. 
Scraper is doomed!” Frank comprehended the situation at once.|} But their fame had preceded them, and a 


There was no possible way for the air-ship to|He was not only surprised but indignant at the|great crowd was ready to welcome them home, 
be held in suspension longer. The shock ofljinsinuation. ‘Thousands of warm friends met them, and a 
the fail could not kill the voyagers, for the} ‘*‘ Nonsense !” he exclaimed, angrily. ‘“‘ It is\general ovation was the result. 


Frank rushed out on deck, skinned ignorance of your pores down here,|jtown did Frank Reade, Jr., draw a genuine 
* My soul, doctor!” he cried, “‘ the air-ship is|jand 1 warn you not to detain us as you havejbreath of relief. | ; 
going down others upon groundless suspicion of trying to| The mighty undertaking was ended. 


**Can nothing be done to check it ?” cried the|blow up your country! It is all rank nonsense!” It might be said that it was highly success- 
octor. But the commander pulled his black mus-|ful, though the air-ship was lost. It lay at the 
_ * Not a thing!” : tache and assumed incredulity. bottom of the harbor of Havana. rts 

** Then let us see what we are going to light| ‘‘ Ah, that will not satisfy the governor,” he} Frank had no intention of trying to raise it. 


Rn. ! feclared. ‘*‘ We will be obliged to detain you} The damage to the machinery by the water — 
oth sprang to the rail. for awhile.” ? ; would obviate its practical use thereafter, and . 
_As they looked over an-appalling sight burst; ‘‘ What do you mean?” asked Frank, angrily.|would not warrant the expense of raising. 
upon their vision. ** You are under arrest.” - But he declared : 
Below them were the waters of the bay. =| The young inventor felt like pitching the ig-| ‘‘I will build another and better one some- 


ItZwas certain that the Sky Scraper would|norant fellow out of the boat. Butherestrained|time. I have not done yet.” ' 


the bottom. 


D Words cannot describe the sensations of the/ment shall pay damages. I warn you! Iam|most famousfeat. , 


| voyagers at that moment. Neither Frank norjan American citizen, and you maltreat me at} Barney and Pomp were the most pleased to. 
__ the doctor, could act for a time, our peril!” get home. , 


-Then Frank turned a white face to the sci- a The Spaniard only laughed in an insolent} They at once resumed their Readestown life 


“We must float, swim or sink. The canoel|very short while later, incarcerated in dingy,|teresting lectures upon the trip, and the data 


1 is our only hope.” dark dungeons in Moro Castle, that fortressjhe was able to furnish proved of inestimable 


ie was settling gradually. but surely. Barney|wrongful imprisonment and execution. | And, thus we draw our story to its close. 


There was no time to lose. The Sky Scraper|whose wails have witnessed many a case of|value to the scientific world. 


| —S and:~ Pomp now came rushing on deck. Frank's first move was to send for the Amer-|Many strange narratives have been written, » 
| ~:~. There was but little time in which tothinkjicanconsul. —_ {out as far as facts BOs the reader will certain] 
or act, or affect dismay.' The portable canoe} The latter came in haste and attempted tojagree that Frank Reade, Jr.’s, trip north and 


was quickly produced. reason with the governor of the castle. _ . south around the world stands without a par- 
at my ans rT had it been procured when the! ‘‘ These gentlemen are American citizens,” hejallel. ; 
__air-ship sett { c 

_ Tushed the water, and the voyagers had just world in their air-ship and met with a misfor- {THE END.] 


ed into the water. Over the rai}|declared, ‘‘ they have been traveling around the 
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However, it was likely that the achievement. . 
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Napoleon’s Oraculum and Dream Book. 


Containing the great oracle of human destiny; also the 
true meaning of almost any kind of dreams, ether with 
charms, cerentonies, and curious games of cards. A com- 
plete book, Price 10 cents. 





No. 2. 
HOW TO DO TRICKS. 


The great book of magic and card tricks, containing full 
instruction of all the I card tricks of the day, also 
the most popular magical iliusiens as performed by our 
leading magicians; every boy sbould obtain a cupy, as it 
will both amuse and instruct. Price 10 cents. 





No. 3. 
HOW TO FLIRT. 


The arts and wiles of flirtation are fully explained by this 
little book. Besides the various methods of handkerchief. 
fan, glove, posners, window and hat flirtations, it contains 
a full list of the language and sentimert ef flewers, which 
is interesting to everybody, both old and young. You can- 
not be happy without one. Price 10 cents. 


No. 4, 
HOW TO DANCE 


Is the title of a new and handsome little book just issued 
Frank Tousey. It contains full instructions in the art 
dancing, etiquette in the ball-room and at parties, how 
d and full direetions for calling off in all popular 
square dances. ‘The price is 10 cents. 


No. 5. 
HOW TO MAKE LOVE. 


A complete guide to love, courtship and marriage, givi: 
sensible advice, rules and etiquette to be observed, Wit 
many curieus and interesting things not generally known, 
Prtce 10 cents. 





sos 








sid No. 6. : 
HOW TO BECOME AN ATHLETE. 


Giving full instruction for the use of dumb-bells, Indian 
clubs, parallel bars, horizontal bars end variqus other 
methods of developing a good, healthy muscle; containi 





over six trations, very boy can become strong a 
thy by fo wing the instructions contained in the 
ebook. Price 10 cents. : 

No. 7. 
HOW TO KEEP BIRDS. 


" Handsomely illustrated, and contait.ing full instructions 


for the mau.agement and training of the canary, mecking- 
bird, oer blackbird, paroquet, parrot, etc., etc. Price 
cents. 





No. 8. 
HOW TO BECOME A SCIENTIST. 


A useful and instructive book, giving a complete treatise 
on chemistry; also, experiments in acoustics, mechanics, 
mathematics, chemistry, and directions for making fire- 
works, roe ene gas balloons. This book cannot 
be equaled. Price.10 cents. 





i No. 9. 
HOW TO BECOME A VENTRILOQUIST. 


By Harry Kennedy. The secret given away, Every intelli- 
gent boy reading this book of instructions, by a practical 
neomrs delighting multitudes every night with his won- 

erful imitations), can master the art, and create any 
amount of fun for himself and friends. It is the greatest 
book ever published, and there’s millions (of fun) in it. 
Price 10 cents. 








No. 16. 
HOW TO BOX. 

The art of self-defense made ony: Containing over thirty 

illustrations of rds, blews and the different positions of 

_ @ good boxer. Every boy should obtain one of these useful 

and instraetive as it will teach you how to box with- 
out an instructor. Price 10 cents. 
No. tI. 


HOW TO WRITE LOVE-LETTERS. 


m 
writing love-letters, and when to use them; also giving 
specimen letters for both young and old. Price 10 ne: 





Giving complete instructions for writing letters to ladies 
on all su ; aleo, letters of introduction, notes and re- 
quests. Price 10 cents. 





No. 13. 
How to Bo It; or, Beok of Etiqnette. 





It is a great life secret, and one that oung man de- 
sires to know all about. Send 10 conte and get it. There's 
happiness in it. 

No. 14. 


HOW TO MAKE CANDY. 


A complete hand-beook for ma ll kinds of candy, 
cream, syrups, essences, etc., vine Price 10 cents. sg 


P. 0. Box 2730, 
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No. 15. 
HOW TO BECOME RICH. 


This wonderful book presents you with the example and 
life experience of some of the most noted and wealthy men 
in the world, including the self-made men of.our country. 
The book is edited by on+ of the most successful men of 
the present age, whose own example is in itself guide 
enough for those who ,aspiré t fame and money, The 
book will give you the secret Price 10 cents. 


No. 16. Ne 
HOW TO KEEF A WINDOW GARDEN. 


Uontaining full instructions for constructing a window 
garden either in town er country, and the most approved 
methods for raising beautitul flowers at home. Is 6 most 
compiete book of the kind ever published. Price 10 ceuts. 


No. 17. 
HOW TO DRESS, 








_ Frank Tousey’s Hand Books. 


Containing Useful Information on Almost Every Subject Under the Sun. Price 10 Cents Per Copy. 


Containing full instruction in the art of dressing aud ap-. 


pearing well at home and abroad, giving the selections oi 
ounrens material, and how to have them made up. Price 10 
cents, 





No. (8. f 
HOW TO BECOME BEAUTIFUL. 


One of the brightest and most valuable little books ever 
iven to the world. Everybody wishes to L 
ecome beautiful, beth male and female. The secret is 

simple, and almost costless. Read this book and be con- 

vinced how to become beautiful. Price 10 cents, 





NO. 19. 
FRANK TOUSEY’S 

United States Distance Tables, Pocket Com- 
panion and Guide. 


Giving jthe official distances on all the railroads ot_ the 
United States and Canada. Also, table of distances by 
water to foreign perts, hack fares in the principal citiex, 
reports of the census, etc., etc., making it one of the most 
complete and handy books published. Price 10 cents. 


No. 20. 


How to Entertain an Evening Party. 


A very valuable little book just published. A complete 
compendium of games, sports, card-diversions, comic 
recreations, etc., suituble for parlor or drawing-room en- 
tertainment. It contains more for the money than any 
book published. Price 10 cents. , 








No. 21. 
HOW TO HUNT AND FISH, 


The most complete hunting and fishing guide ever pub- 
lished. It contains full instructions about guns, hunting 
dogs, traps, trapping and fishing. tegether with descrip- 
tions of game and fish. Price 10 cents. 





No. 22. 
HOW TO DO SECOND SIGHT. 


Heller's second sight explained by his former assistant, 
Fred Hunt, Jr. Explaining how the secret dialogues were 
carried on between the magician and the boy on the stage; 
also giving all the codes and signals. The only authentic 
explanation of second sight. Price 10 cents. 





No. 23. 
HOW TO EXPLAIN DREAMS. . 


Everybody dreams, from the little child to the aged man 
and woman. This httle book gives the explanation to all 


kinds of dreams, together with lucky and unlucky days, 
and * Napoleon’s Oraculum,”’ the beok of fate, Price 1¢ 
rontea 





No. 24. 
HOW TO WRITE oe TO GENTLE- 


Containing full directions for writing te gentlemen on all 
aomaeees also giving sample letters for mstruction, Price 
rr) 





No. 25. 


HOW TO BECOME A GYMNAST. 


Containing full instructions for all kinds of mpmnsatic 
sports and athletic exercises. Embracing thirty- 
trations. By Professor W. Macdovald. A hanby and use- 
ful book. Price 10 cents. , 





* No. 26. 
HOW TO ROW, SAIL AND BUILD A BOAT. 


Fully illustrated. Every boy should know how te row and 


saila boat. Full instructions are given in this lit#te book 
er with instructions on swimming and riding, Com- 
panion sports to boating. “rice 10 cents. 





No. ?7. 


HOW TO RECITE AND BOOK OF RECI- 
| TATIONS. | 


Containing the most popular selections in use, comprising 
Duich dialect, French dialect, Yankee and irish dialect 
eoets together with many standard readings, Price 10 
cen ; 
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No. 28. 
HOW TO TELL FORTUNES. 


Every one is desirous of knowing what his future life wit 
bring forth, whether happiness or misery, wealth or pov 
oct, You can tell by a glance at this little book. Buy one 
and be convinced. Tell your own fortune. 

unes of your friends. Price 19 cents. 


No. 29. 
HOW 'T0 BECOME AN INVENTOR. 


Every boy should kuow how inventions originate. This 


k explains them all, giving examples in electricity, hy- 
draulics, magnetism, optics, pneumatics, mechanics, ete., 
etc. Te mest instructive book published. Price 10 cents, 





No. 30 


HOW TO COOK. 


One of the most instructive boeks on cooking ever pub-- 


lished. It coutains recipes for cooking meats, fish, game, 
and oysters; also nies, pu‘idings, cakes and all kinds 
Dactry, and a grand collec 

popular cooks. Only 10 cents per copy. 





No. 31. 


HOW TO BECOME A SPEAKER. 


Containing fourteen illustrations, giving the different po- 
sitions requisite to become a good speaker, reader and 
elocatienist Also containing gems from all the popular 
authors of prose and poetry, drranged in the most simple 
and concise manner possible, Price 10 cents.” 


No. 32. 
HOW TO RIDE A BICYCLE, 


Handsomely illustrated, and containing full directions fer 
mounting, riding and managing a bicycle, fully explained 
with practical illustrations; also directions for picking out 
amachine. Price 10 cents. 








No. 33. 


HOW TO BEHAVE. 


Containing the rules and etiquette of good society and the 
easiest and most approved methods of appearing to good 
advantage at parties, balls, the theater, church, and in the 
drawing roem. Price 10 cents. 





No. 34. 
) . HOW TO FENCE. 
Containing full mstruction for fencing and the use of the 
broadsword; also instruction in archery. eribed with 


twenty-one practical illustrations, giving the best positions 
in fencing. A complete book. Price 10 cents, 


No. 35. ‘ pfs 
HOW TO PLAY GAMES. 


A complete and useful little book, containing the rules 
and regulations of billiards, bagatelle, backgammon, croe 
quet, dominoes, etc. Price 10 cents. | ws 


No. 36. 
HOW TO SOLVE CONUNDRUMS. 


Containing all the leading conundrums of the day, amusing 
riddles, curious catches and witty sayings. Price 10 cents, 














No. 37. 


HOW TO KEEP HOUSE. - 


It contains information for everybody, boys, girls, men 
and women; it will teach you howto make olan Bt anything 


cements, wolian harps, and bird lime for catching birds, 
Price 10 cents. 





No. 38. — 


HOW TO BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTOR, 


mation in the treatment of ordinary diseases and ailments 
common te every family. A bounding in useful and effect- 
ive recipes for genera! complaints Price 10 cepts. 





No. 39. 
How to Raise Dogs, Poul Pigeons and 
; Rabbits. nar 


A l and instructive book. Handsomely illuetrated. 
By Ira Drofraw. <Xrice 10 cents. 





' Wo. 40. 


HOW TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS. 
Including hint hew to catch Moles, W Is, 

Rate, Squirrels and Birds. ‘Also how to mare teiam, One 
pone f llustrated. By J.’ Harrington Keene. Price 1@ 





No. 41. 
The Boys of New York End Men’s Joke Book. 


den Raiggenr irene Marnier Se 
ur mins co 
little beok. Price lcents. 





Nea. 42, 
The Boys of New York Stump Speaker. 
Containing a varied assortment of Stump Speeches, N. 
Dutch and Irish. Also End Men’s jokes. Just the 
for home amusement and amateur shows. Price 10 


Fa 


For sale by all newsdealers in theUnited States and Canada, or sent, post-paid, to your address on receipt of the price, 10 cents. Address 


FRANK TOUSKY, Publisher, 34 & 36 North Moore Street N.Y. 
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No. 52. 3 . 
HOW TO PLAY CARDS. 


A complete and pends little Took, 
di-ections for pla ying Euchre Cribb 
Five, Rounce, Pedro Sancho, Draw Po 





Forty- 


Cassino 
. n Pitch, 


er, Auction 


All ‘ours, and many other popular games of cards. Price 


10 cents. 





No. 53. 
HOW TO WRITE LETTERS. 


A wonderful little beok, telling you how to write to your 
sweetheart, your father, ’ mother sister, brother, employer; 
and, in fact, everybody and Scaybeuy you wish to write to. 
Every young man and every young lady in the Jand should 
have this book. Price 10 cents. 





No. 54. 
HOW TO KEEP AND MANAGE PETS. 


eiving complete information as to the manner and methu. 

of raising, keeping, taming, breeding and managin al) 
kinds of pets; also giving full instructions for making 
©ages, etc. Faby explained by 28 handsome illustrationg, 
making it the mest complete book ef the kind ever pub 


ished. Price 10 cents. 





No. 55. 
HOW T0 COLLECT STAMPS AND COINS. 


Convaining valuable information regarding the collecting 
and «arranging of stamps and coins. Handsomely Illus- 
trated, Price 10 cents. 





| | No. 56. 
HOW TO BECOME AN ENGINEER. 


Oontaining full instructions how te preceed in order to be- 
come a locomotive engineer; alse directions for building a 
enodel locomotive; together with a full description of every- 
thing ar engineer "should know. Price 18 cents. 








No. 57. 
HOW TO MAKE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, 


full directions how to make a Banjo. Violin, Zither, 
lian Harp, Xylophone and other musical instruments; 
together with a brief description of nearly every musical 
instrument used in ancient or modern times. Profusely 
illustrated. By AlgernonS. litzgerald, tor 20 years band- 
master of the Royal Bengal Marines. Price 10 cents. 





58. 
HOW TO BE A DETECTIVE 


By Old King Brady, the world known detective. “in which 


iving the rules and full j. Misteee and invehtien: 


A geg | 
HOW TO MAKE A MAGIC LANTERN. 


Containing a description of the Jantern, tegether with its 
AJjso full directions for its use and 
for painting slides. Handsom illustrated, by John 


Allen. Price 10 cents. 





60. S 
HOW TO BECOME A PHOTOGRAPHER. 
regarding 


Centaining useful information the Camera and 
how to work it; alse how to wake ceree ones Magic 
Lantern Slides ‘and ether Tr arencies. andsemely 
illustrated. By Captain W. De W. Abuey. Price 10 cents. 





‘ 6. 
HOW TO BECOME A BOWLER. 


A complete manual of bowling. Containing full instruc- 
tions for pleying all the standard American and German 
games; together with rules and systems of sporting in ee 

y the principal bewling clubs in the United States. By 
Bartholomew | Bar terson. Price 10 cents. 





62. 
Hew to Become a West Point Military Cadet. 


ren ie explanations how to gain admittance, 
course of § dy Examinations, Duties, Staff of officers 
Post Guard, "Po ce Regulations, Fire Department, and ali 
a bey should know to be a Oadet. Compiled and written 
by Lu. Senarens, Author of ‘‘ How to Become a Naval 
Cadet.”’ Price 10 eents. 





63. 
HOW TO BECOME:A NAVAL CADET. 


Complete instructions of how to gain admission to the 
Annapolis Naval Academy. Also containing the course of 
instructions, descriptions of grounds and buildings his- 
torical sketch, and everything a boy should know to be- 
come an officer in the United States Navy. OCempiled and 
written By Lu. Senarens, Auther of * How to Become a 
West Point Military OCadet.”” Price 10 cents. 





{ 64. , 
How to Make Electrical Machines. 


Centaining full directions for making Electrical Machines, 
Induction Coils, Dynamos, and many Novel 'leys to be 

worked by electricity. By R. A. R. Kennett. Fully illus- 
trated. Price 10 cents. » 








4 65. 
Muldoon’s Jokes. 


This is one of the most original joke books ever published, 
and it is brimful of wit and humer,. It contains a large 
collection of songs, jokes, conundrums, ete¢., of Terence 
Maldoeon, the great wit, humorist, and practical joker of the 
day. We offer this amusing beok, tegether with the picture 


bo 


How To De Rapslan 


Containing over 300 interesting be uzzles and conundrums 
with key to same. A complete book. Fully illustrated, 
By A. Anderson. Pric~ 10 cents. 








' 67. 


How To Do Electrical Tricks. . 


Containing a large collection of instructive amd highly 
amusing electrical tricks, together with illustrations. By 
A. Anderson. Price 10 cents, 





68. 
How To Do Chemieal Tricks. 


Containing over one hundred highly amusing and ine 
structive tricks with chemicels. By A. Anderson, 
somely illustrated, ‘Price 10 cents. 





tS ged 
How To Do Sleight of Hand. 


Containing over fifty of the latest and best tricks used 
by magicians, Also containing the secret of second sight. 
Fully illustrated. By A. Anderson. Price 10 cents. 


70. 


How to Make Magie Toys, 


Containing full directions fer a earome eng o Toys and de 
vices of aune kinds. By A. Anderso ify Shantrated. 
Price 10 cents. For sale by ‘all newsdeald sent, post- 
paid, by mail, upon receipt of price. | 








71. 
How to Do Mechanical Tricks. 


Containing complete instructions for performing over six- 
ty Mechanical Tricks. By A. Anderson. Fuly ilfustr 

ed. Price 10 cents. For sale by all nowadenlers, or we will 
send it by mail, pestage free, upon receipt of the price. 


“42. 
. How to Do Sixty Tricks With Cards, 


Embracing all of the latest and most deceptive card tricks 
with illustrations. By A. Anderson. Price 10 cents. . 
sale by all newsdealers, or we will send it to you by mail, 
postmge free, upon receipt of price. .. 


How to Do Tricks With Numbers. 


Showing many curious tricks with figures and the - 
ic of numbers. By A. Anderson. Fully ikv 





= 
| 




















einai patina who oun enjoy a goed substantial joke suould obtain. copy | States.or we will send iv to you By nail, poate nd 
Handsome Lithograph Covers In Colors. Stories Fully Illustrated - by 
Worth. Each Story Complete. Price 10 Cents ae 

1 Mulligan’s Boarding-House. 14 Dodging a Creditor. 
2 To Europe by Mistake. — 15 My Wife’s Mother. 
fay ban shy gad 17 A Quiet Fourth of Jul 

‘ y- 
: erates. s Country PLOES- 18 Where Are You Going ? 

19 That Parrot Next Door. 


7 Mrs. Brown’s Boarding-House. 


8 Henpecked. 


9 Columbus, the Discoverer, 
by Duke Raghag 
10 A Bachelor’s Leve Scrapes. 


11 Uncle Josh. ' 
12 Hunting for a Wife. 


13 Mrs. Snoodle’s sia eam Lect- 


ures. 


| 20 Our Baby. 


21 Good Templars Exposed: 
22 Our Boarding-Sehool. 
23 The Troubles of Mr. and Mrs. 


Tumbleton. 


24 Mrs. Blinker’s Blinds. | 
125 My Birthday. 


fie 


The above books are for sale by All Warwkaaiuabave in the United States and Canada, or 
will be sent, postage free, to any address, by 


FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 34 & 36 North Moore St, N. ¥. 


* 


sy 


a tet 























Fs ie Shane 
ED ee 








"Stow To Do Sleicht of Etand. 


Containing Over Fifty of the Latest and Best Tricks Used by Ma- 
i  gicians. Also Containing the Secret of Second Sight. | 









Bis 


Illustrated. By A. Anderson. Price 10 Cents. 


For sale by all newsdealers, or sent, post-paid, uponsreceipt of price. 


Box 2730, 


Address 
PRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 34 & 36 North Moore Street, New York. 





Latest Issues of 
THE 5 CENT 


COMIE LIBRARY. 


No. 
44 = hteaees ;” or, One Year’s Fun at Belltop 


Academ y Sam Smiley 
45 The Shortys Out Fishing, 


by Peter Pad 
46 The Shortys Out Gunning, by Peter Pad 
$ Bob Rollick, the Yankee Notion Dengan 

by Peter Pad 

48 Sassy Sam; aes A Bootblack’s Voyage Around 
~~ the Wor by Coiamodore Ab Look 
49 The Shertys’ Dol ine bene eter Pad 
60 Muldoon’s Night School, on ‘Teaser 


61 a. oe the Doctor’s Son; or, Lie Village 
y Tom ‘Teaser 
62 Sassy 8 ad Sumner. A Sequel to ‘‘ Sassy Sam 
by Gotmmedere Bb Lock 
53 ane Je Jolly ‘Travelers; or, Around the World for 


by Peter Pad 
54 The Shortys in the Witd West, by Peter Pad 
65 Muldeen, the Sport, by Tom Teaser 
66 Cheeky and Chipper; or, Through Thick and 
hin, by Commodore A h-Look 
B57 Two Hard Nuts; or, A Term of Fun at Dr. 
Crackem’s Academy, by Sam Smiley 
58 i Shortys’ Country Store, byt Voter Pad 
; doon’s Vacation, om Teaser 
$0 Jack Hawser’s 'l'avern, Peter Pad 
a ss or, He Never Got Left, ‘om Teaser 
Ne Jump and His Old Blind Nae ‘py Peter Pad 
53 T @ Bex; er, The Long and wees one © ’ 
easer 
64 The cate Kids; or, Three Chips of Hee an AO 
eter 
65 Mike Meduinness; or, ‘Traveling for Pleasure, = 
easer 
66 The Shertys’ Christmas Sna y Peter Pad 
67 The Bounce ‘Twins,. or, The two" Worst Boys in 
by Sam Smiley 
68 Nimble Nip, the Imp of the Schoo), 





by Tom Teaser 

69 Sam Spry, the New York Drummer; or, Buiness 
Befo re Pleasure, mt Peter Pad 
70 Muldoon Out West, Pt. ‘om ‘Teaser 
71 Quiet Twins, Peter Pad 
72 u, the Fireman ton 2 by Tom ‘leaser 

73 a Ro ttene; er, ack Ready’s Life ys coy 
by Peter Pad 

4 An @ld Boy; or, Maloney After Education, ‘ : 

om ‘Teaser 

75 Tumbling Tim; er, Traveling With « mee 
‘gp Geatstey Court, b oe Pad 

< o 
s Schee! Scrapes, by Paver Pad 
Man, em Teaser 
oF, Anywhere f rae ies oe 
e 

£0 The Benbunts Son; r, The Imp of the "Village, 
‘easer 

61 Bepies oo er, Out With a ae York 
@2 The ty Peter Pad 
&3 Muldoon's Base oar Olub, ie Tous Teaser 
84 Muldeon’s Base 1 it Club i in ae by Tom ‘Teaser 
85 A Bad gg; or, Censk. y Tom Teaser 
86 Sam; er, The Secuthowns Dindling, ee tae 

r 
87 Muldoon’ 8 Base Ball Club in Philadelpbia, 

y To = Teaser 


88 Jimamy Grimes; er, Sharp, ‘Smart ane ep 
o.Pou Teaser 
89 Léttle Fommy Beunee; or, Something pale e His 
ter Pad 
90 Muldeon’s Picnic, by Tora ‘Teaser. 
- Litale Tomwiny Bounce on His Travels; « or, “Toiine 
America for Fun, ¥ Peter | _— 
92 Beneninn-fonpel or, Sam Bowser at Work and 
98 Next Door: or; The Iris: Twi OP ro tere 
oor; or, 8B ns, ‘Tom Teaser 
94 Phe Aldermen Sweeneys of New York, 


Tom Teaser 

95 A Bad Res 8 ‘Note Book, » ‘by * Bd 3 

96 A Bad Boy at School, * Ka’ 
97 Jimemy Grimes, Jr.; or, the sarang oft the 

Village, om Teaser 


96 Janek, and’ Jim; or, Rackets and  srtace at 


Se Tom ‘Teaser 
The Book gent’s Luck, 
iin feideon's Rounding House, "hy Tom Tease 
nideon’s Brother Dan,. by. Tom ‘Teaser 
102 ‘The Traveling Dude; or, The Comical Adven- 
s of perenne Fitz hee Jones, by mney ‘Teaser 


103. rely y ‘Tom Teaser 
104. Sh PO Ministrels$ or, Worki 
Seine Ol Racke ts, i eter Pad 
105 The Comical Adventures of Two. Das es, 
by Tom Teaser 
106 Muldoon, the Cop. PartTI "by ‘om Teaser 
107 Muldoon, the Cop. Part Ii, by Tom Teaser 


108 Billy Moss; er, Fron 


os Trathfal Jack; or, On Board the Nancy J ane 
by ‘hom. Teaser 


m One ‘Thing to Another 


110 Wred Fresh; or, As Green as Grass, by ‘l'om Teaser. 


mm The Deacon’ s Boy; or, the ia in Town, 
of Fa: » by Peter Pad 


€ : 


Abas x Weeks in the Clonds; or, 
: "14 Frank eade. Jr. 
95 Frank R 


' 81 Wrenk fread mye s New 


85 Frank Reade, J 


by Tom Teaser 


‘by To in Fowase 


Latest Teircocn of : 


Latest Issues of 


| frank Reale ‘iran Youxs Sueur LIBRARY. 


By ee NONAME.” x 


Price 5 Cents. 


No. 
49 Krank Reade, Jr., ,in the Sea of Sand, and His Discovery 


of a Lost People, 
50 Chased Across the Sahara; or, The Bedouin's Captive. 
51 Frank Keade, Jr., and His Electric Aur ¥ acht; or, The 
Great Inventor Among the Aztecs. 
52 Frank Keade, Jr., and Hi» Greyhound of the Air; or, 
the Search for the Mountain of Gold. 
53 From Pole to Pole; or, Frank ieade, Jr.’ 3 Strange Sub- 
marine Voyage. 
54 The Mystic Brand; or. Frank Reade, Jr., and His Over- 
land Stage Upon the Staked Plains. 
55 Frank Reade, Jr.,in the intne Far West; or, The Search 
tor a Lost Gold Mine. 
56 Frank Reade, Jr., With His Air Ship in Asia; or, A 
Flight Across the Steppes 
57 Frank Rati. Jr., and Mis ‘New Torpedo Boat; or, At 
War With the Brazilian Rebels. 
58 Frank. Reade, Jr., and Hie Electric Coach; or, The 
Search for the Isle of ierende. Part 
59 Frank Reade, Jr., and His E Bentrss Coneu: or, The 
Search for the ide’ ot Diam Part | 
60 Frank Reade, Jr., and His a ae ian Dacrabes or, 
Working for the U.8.M 
61 Frank Reade Jr.'s Elevtric hie Boat; or, Lost in the 
nd of Crimson Snow. Part 1. 
62 Frank Reade .Jr.’s Electric Ice Boat; or, Lost in the 
Land of Crimson Snow. Part IJ. 
63 Frank Reade, Jr., and His wens of the Clouds; or, 
Chased Around the World in the Sky. 
64 Frank Reade, Jr.'s Electric Cyclone; or, Thrilling Ad= 
ventures in No Man’ sLand. Part I. 
65 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Cyclone; or, Thrilling Ad- 
ventures in No Man's Land. Part II. 
66 The Sunken Pirate; or, Wrank Reade, Jr.,in Search of 
a Treasure at the Bottom of the Sea. 
67 Frank wenn Jr.. and His Electric Air-Boat; er, Hunt- 
new 11d Beasts for a Cireus. 
68 The lack Range; or, Frank Reade, Jr, Among the 
Cowboys + hg his New Electric Caravan. 
69 b'rom sre - 2 one; or, The Wonderfal Trip of Frank 
Re With iis’ Latest Air-Ship. 
70 as ande. 9 -» and His Blectric Prairie Schooner; 
Fighting the exican Horse Thieves. 
71 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Cruiser of the Lakes: 
or, A Journey Through Africa by Water. 
72 Arift in Africa; or, Frank. e, J rs Among the Ivory 
_ Hunters With His New Electric W: 


Shi the Thunderbolt of t 
KR , s Electric Air 
Giobe in ‘Thirty, Days. 
eade, Jr » tha” His Flying Ice Ship; i ‘Drive. 
Adrift in the Frozen Sky. 
76 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Sea Engine; er, 
Hunting fora Sunken Diamond Mine. 
77 Frank Reade, Jr. ixploring a Pyne Meuntuain; 
or, Lost at the Bottom of the 
78 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Buckboaed: or, ‘Vhrilling 
if plow gh in North Anstralia. 
79 Frank Reade, Jr.'s Search for the Sea Serpest; or, Six 
Thousand. Miles Under the Sea. 
80 Frank Reade, 
ground City of the Sahara. 
lectric Air-Ship the “ Zep- 
Oe or, FromNorth to South Around the Glube. 


i 
82 Frank Reade, Jr.s New Electric Air-Ship, the * Ze- 


byr;’ From North to South Around the Globe. 
ar 
83 ‘Sn = Fp sens Sea; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric 
“ now 
84 Lost in the Great Atlantic Valley; or, Frank Reade, Jr., 
and His oeeagee Wonder, the “Dart.” 
and His New Electric Air-Ship, the 
** Eclipse;”’ or, Fighting the Chinese Pirates. Part I. 
86 Frank Read ie; Jr. coud His 
clipse;" or, Fighting the Chinese Pirates. Part II. 
87 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Fighi pper of the Prairie; or, Fighting 
the Apaches in the Yar Southwest. 


88 Umea ie Amazon for a ‘I'bousand Miles; or, Frank 
eade, 


Jr.’ Wonderful Trip. 
89 Frank Reade, Jr.'s Seareh for the Silver Whale; .or, 
Under the ‘Ocean i in the Electric ** Dolphin 


~ 90 aki > cna Jr.’s Catamaran of the Air; or, Wild and 
x on 
“ol ore 


1 Adventures in North Australia. 
e, Jr.’s Search Fora Lost Manin His Lat- 
ir Wonder, 
92 Vrank Reade, Jr., In Central India; or, The Search 
For the Lost Savants 
he Missing Island ; or, ‘Frank Reade Jr.’s Wonderful 
Trip Under the Deep Sea. 


cd Over the bap With Frank Reade, or “. in His New 


or, Wild Aciventures in. 


Air-Shi ‘ 
95 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Prairie Whirlwihd;. ies The Mys- | 


f the Hidden pans 
96 Under ft fhe Yellow Sea: or’ Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search 
Oru the Cave of Pearls Wiih His New Submarine 
ruiser, 


8 


aun Hondo, Jr. "s, Air- : 


aver; or, Around the 


Jr.'s Desert Explorer; or, The Under- 


New Electric Air-ship, the | 


- 92 Young Sléuth and, the Girl in, the Mask; 
93 aes Sicnen and 
94 Young $8 


9% Young Slenth 





By the author of ‘“ ean Sleutb 





Price 5 Cents. 





No. 


47 Young Slenth and the Express Robbers; er, Ferreting 
Out a Mystery ot the Railway. 
48 Won by a Neck; or, Young Slenth’s Best Race. 
49 A Straight Tip; or, Young Sleuth at the American 
erby 
50 At Long Odds; or, Young Sleuth’s Lightning Finish. — 
51 Yonng Sleuth and the Great Wall Street Mystery; or, 
Tracing a Strange Tragedy of a Broker’s Office, 
. 52 Young Sleuth and the Opera House Mystery; or, Mur— 
dered Behind the Scenes. 
53 Young Sleuth Under the Docks of New York; or, The 
River Thieves and the Keen Detective. 
54 Young Sleuth. id the Mysterious Doctor; er, A Medi- 
cul Stadent’s Dark Plot. 
55 Young Sleuth and the Rival Bank Breakers; or, The . 
een Detective’s Girl Decoy. 
56 Young Sen ies . Flash Light; or, The Dark Mystery of a 


Weddin 
57 torr Sleuth oa the Murder in the State-Room; or, 
ystery of the Ocean. 

68 Young Sleuth’s Long ‘Trail; or, The Keen Detective 
After the James Boys. 

59 Young Sleuth’s Terrible Dilemma; or, One Chance im 

-~ One Hundred. 

60 Young Sleuth and the Murder at the Masked Ball; or, | 
Fighting the League of the Seven Demons. 

61 Young Sleuth's Big Contract; or, Ulsaning Out the 

bugs ot Baltimore. 
62 Young Sieuth Betrayed; or, The False Deteetive’s Vil- 


63 Young ‘Sleuth’s Terrible Test; or, Won at the Risk of 


64 Young Sleuth and the Man With the Diamond Kye. 

65 Youug Sleuth Accused; or, Held for Another's Urime. - 

66 Young Sieuth’s Lost Link; or, Finding Lest Evidence. 

67 Young Sleuth’s Last Dodge; or, The Keen Betective's 
Greatest Ruse 

68 Young Slenth and the Female Smuggler; er, Werking: . 
For ** Uncle Sam 

69 Yeung Sleuth's Lightning Changes; or, The Gold Brick 

en In 

70 Young Sleuth and. the Owls of Owl Mountain; er, The 
Ghosts of Blue Ridge Tavern. 

“T1 Young Sleuth's Last Round; or, The Keen Deteetive’s 
Best Knock-Out. 

72 Yease St Sleuth's Sharps; or, Sharp Werk Ameng Sharp 


73 Young Slontb’ eon Signs; or, The Keen Betective’s 
ar 
74 Toute Sleuth on the Stage; or, Am Act Not on the 


l 
15 Young i Sleuth at Monte Carlo; er, The Crime of the 


76 sone ‘Stouth and the Man with the Tatteoed Arm; or, 
Tracking es ee 

Ti Young Sleuth in emijohn City; fe Waltzing Wil- 
Jiam’s Dancing Schoo 


78 Young Sleuth in Siberia; sid Saving a Young American 


from the !t'rison Mines. 


79 Young Sleuth Almost Knocked Out; or, Nell Biondin's 


sperate Game. 
80 Young’ Sleuth and Billy the Kid Number Two; er, The 
dden Ranch of the Panhuandie. 


Hi 
81 Young Sleuth’s Master Stroke; or, The Lady Detec-- 


tive’s Many Masks. 
82 Murdered in a Mask; or, Young Sleuth at the French 


I. 
83 Young Sleuth in Paris; or, The Keen Detective and 
the Bomb-Throwers. . 
,84 Young Sleuth and the Italian Brigands: er, The Keen 
Detective’s Greatest Rescue. - 
85 Young Sleuth and a: Dead Man’s Secret; er, The Mes— 
sage in the Handle of a Dagger. 


86 Young Sleuth, Decoyed; or, The Woman of Fire. 
| 87 Young Sleuth and the ‘Runaway Vireus Boys; or, Fol- 


lowing a Pair of Wild New York Lads. 


88 Tate Sleuth at Atlantic City; or, The Great Seaside 
89 Ae 
90 The min the Safe; or, Young Sleuth as a Bank De- 
‘91 wit ‘Sieuth nd, the Phantom Detective; or, The 


Sicuth, the Detective in Chicago; or, Unraveling 


Trail of the 
or, The Lady 
Monte Cristo of Baltimore. — 
the Corsican Knife-'Thrower, or,. 
fhe yo ey of the Murdered Actress. 
euth and the Cashier's Crime; or, The Evi- 
dence of a Dead Witness 


95 Young Sleuth in the Yoils; or; The Death Traps of ’ 


New York. 


96 Young. plone and the Miser's Ghost;.or, A Hunt For 


Money. 


97 Young Sleuth as a Dead Game Sport; or, The Keen 


Detectives Ruse for $10, 
and the Gypsies’ Gold; or, 
Package Marked “ Z.’”’ 


The 


All the. hove Hhicasing are >for sale by all newsdealers i in the Uniteid States and Candtta: or sent to your oe pee on oe 


of Price. Address 


x 0. Box.2780,.) FRANK ‘TOUSEY, ahlhow 34 .& 36 North Moore Street, New York. 





c oes 


$3 é BH, Ze 


S - 











